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Preface 

IN presenting tliis volome to the reading pablic 
I do BO with an earnest prayer that it may 
accomplish good. It is simply a compilatioa 
of thooghtfi mid iUostrations that during the twenty- 
five years of my ministerial life I have nsed and 
heard others ose. My only claim to originality is 
in the molding and application of the incident, and 
in some cases I cannot evea. apprOinnate this daim. 
Hoping and beilieving that it will increase the £Euth 
of the reader in a Ood that hears and answers 
prayer and fill some human life with joy and nse- 
folness, it is sent forth by 

0. N. BsoiDEtrBST. 
Methoditt Fartonagef 
Maeon^ Mo. 
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Wireless Messages 



Across the Atlantic 

THE nineteenth day of Jannary, 1903, -wia 
a memorable era in the annals of the 
world of science, for on that day Theo 
. dore Roosevelt, president of the United States, and 
Edward VII, king of England, conversed by the 
means of the Marconi syst^a of wireless telegraphy 
across the Atlantic OceaiL The American presi- 
dent sent congratulatory messages to the English 
people and the T^ngligli king responded with con- 
gratulations to the people of America. That this 
occnrrence actoally transpired has never been 
doubted by a solitary htunan being. Then why 
should we donbt for the briefest moment that man 
can send prayer messages to God and in return 
receive an answer ? For sixty oentories earth has 
been in constant communication with heaven and 
" Every one that aaketh receiveth " is the encourag- 
ing declaration of the Incarnate Son of Ood. 

Prof. S. P. B. Morse 

Professor Horse, the inventor of the telegraph, 
said, " Many a time when I was making my experi- 
ments in my laboratory rooms at the university I 
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would come to a standstill, not knowing what to 
do next. An obstacle would present itself in my 
w&j that seemed to be insurmountable. A mental 
fog would cloud my nnnd that would not clear 
away. But daring snch times I always looked my 
doors, knelt down and prayed for light and help. 
And light and help invariably came. So when 
flattering honours came to me from Europe and 
America because of my invention^ I felt that 1 4id 
not deserve them but should give the glory to God. 
It is true that I had made a valuable a|^ilicatian of 
electricdty, but Qod meruit thin for mankind atnl 
only revealed it to me in answer to prayer and not 
because I was superior to other men." Then no 
wonder that on the twenty-fourth day of May, 
IS^, when he sent the first telegram over th^ 
forty miles of wire from the rooms of the United 
States Supreme Court at Washington to £aItimDre, 
the messa^ was : " See what &od hath wrought." 
So the science of telegraphy was given to the world 
in answer to prayer. 

Sir Isaac Newton 

Sir TsKO/i Newton, the eminent soientist, whom 
discovery of the law of gravitatitm and otber 
scientifio discoveries made his name immtotal, once 
said : " I can take my telescope and look millions 
and millions of miles into space, watch the blazing 
suns and roUing planets in the infinite depths of 
immensity, but I can lay it aside and go into my 
room, shut the cbor, get down upon my kneea in 
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eoOMst {nayer, and see more of heftTen and ^ 
dcBer to Gtxl than I asm Bsustedl^ all ttaetoU- 
acapn and material ngeiiciei of earth." So w« on 
«Be more of God tfaroogh a telesa^ of taaOi Hum 
we can throogb a telescope of glass. £ir laaao 
Newton was a man of prayer and prayed for help 
tuid light in hift aoieBtific inTsstications. TTia dig. 
covery of the law of gravitation and tiie oei^p- 
etal and centrifugal forcea of the nnivww were re- 
vealed to him in answer to pray^. 

Lord Kelvin 
Lord Xflhrin wm one of the leading ideiitiria of tho 
Bineteentii century. A friend ttfscienoe once asked 
liim whidi diioovery of his lile be ccaiskUced the 
most rahiable. He replied : " I oonsidOT the moit 
TBhuMe diftoovery of my life the diaoorory I mad* 
whea 1 disoovered that Jesus Ohriat was my 
Savionr. He has been my constBiit friend and helper 
in my life-work and every discovery I have made 
tiat has contributed to the benefit of man He has 
given me in answer to |H»yer." 

Louia Agaaaic 
Lotus Agassiz, the great gectogist, edoootor and 
•delist, invariably opened his schools 4^ science 
with prayer. He bdieved that the Creator of the 
vniverse was pleased to reveal His laws to His 
obedient creatoreB who sought their revebition in 
believing snpjdicatian. ^b was confident that he 
made some of his most valuable diseoveriea by 
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utilizing the prayer force. Freqaentlj he stood 
before bis students with ancovered bead and 
reverently prayed to Gh>d that he might find in 
material creation something that wonld prove bene- 
ficial to tniiTi. 

Thomas A. Edison 
Thomas A. Edison, whose wise application of 
electrical forces snrpriseB, with one scientific miracle 
after another, the nations of men, beUeves that 
wireless telegraphy, wireless telephony, and other 
facilitated methods of commnnication are analogies 
of a similar means of transmission and reception in 
the ^irittial nniversa That the spirit of man in 
■ obedience to the laws of prayer can communicate 
with the spirit of God. Jesus said, " God is a spirit 
and they that worship TTim must worship Trim in 
qorit and in truth." Spiritualized devotions trans- 
mit power from God to man. 

The Plow 

An KngUsh farmer invented a plow. It was a 
valuable contribution to agriculture. Que^i Yic- 
toria visited the inventor and inquired how he came 
to think of the invention. 

" I had it in my head a long time," replied the 
farmer, " bat could not quite complete it, until I 
took it to God in prayer. Then my head got clear 
and I could see how to put it together just right." 

"And you actually prayed over a plow," the 
Queen continued. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



FOSSIBILrnES THBOITOH PBAYEB 11 

" Yes, indeed, I did," be answered, " and God an- 
swered my prayers." 

Then England's great Qneen Isoghed and said : 
*' I believe every word of it, for I know He an- 
swers prayer." 

McConnick Reaper 
When the Civil War carried off so many of our 
men and boys in death and battle, while at Uie same 
time our rich American farms produced their abun- 
dant crops and so few men were left to gather th^n 
that it looked as thongb the crops would be lost and 
the nation would suffer for bread. But not so, for 
the people prayed to Him who tauji^t the world to 
say : " Give us this day our daily bread," and imme- 
diately the UcCormick reaper, the improved mower 
and the patent hay rake came rolling from our 
foctoriee to take tiie place of our men. On these 
new implements'of husbandry, mounted the mothers, 
wives and daughters and garnered the crops for a 
suffering people and gave the nation bread. The 
psalmist truly said that " The eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous and His ears are open onto their 
cry." 

Prayer's Utilitjr 
By prayer we take certain causes, crises and prob- 
lems to Gk>d and leave them with Him. Then He 
takes them up and works them oat for na by the 
powers of His almightiness in a surprisingly success- 
ful manner. 
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EUjoh 
Elijah was a man subject to like pusRHU « ym 
ave and he piaj^ earnestly that it mig^t not rain, 
and it rained not on the earth for three yeezB and 
six months. He prayed again and the hearens gaw 
rain and the earth brought forth her fruit. Here 
was a man who atiliaod pray^ as a working force, 
turned the hearts of his pec^e tiom the worship of 
Saal to the worship of Jehovah sjiA inaugOE&tod ono 
of the greaJxst reformations in the history of the 
Israelitish nation. So prayer properly util^ed will 
chan^ the duiractor of nfltionf and bring a whole 
country to 0od. 

Electricity 
Prayer like electricity sends its measages silently 
and swiftly. The man in New York sends a tele- 
gram to tiie man in San Francisco with a silenoe 
and swiftness that astonish the human mind. By 
the science of telegraphy the electrical forces are 
Isronght into requisition and the message is sent 
and the answer received. A man on earth from 
his office, his store, his bank, his shop, his iarm or 
from any place or at any time can send a message 
to God and receive an tmswer with a silence and 
swiftness that astonish Uie petitioner himself, as 
he brings into requisition the prayer force that God 
oonunands hitn to use. 

Over Mountahi Tops 

On Maroh 8, 19<^, the stearosMp ITor^nffeatem, 
the property of the Alaska Steamship Company, wai 
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anchored ia Fitzhng^ Sonnd^ A laaVn. The harbour 
was five milea long and a half mile wide and sur- 
roonded hy high moontains, but these obstacles and 
onfavaoiable oonditioju oould not prevent its wire- 
less operatoi from sending a message to Honololn, 
S^OO miles away, and inuaadiately reodring an 
answer. Mimy a honian life on the troabLed 
waters of thoB Bonosiided by monntadns of oalun- 
ity, shnt in from human aid, has sent the prayw 
message into the listening ears of Qod^ and in ror 
tum received an answer tiiot changed his niriit to 
day. For Ood has said : " Oall upcm Ue in the day 
of trouble and I will dslivor thee and thou shaU 
gUodfy He.'* 

Jack Binns 
fTithin an hoor after Jack Binns* first oliok on 
the key of the wireless instrument of the ill-fated 
SepvUic, aa ha sent out the C. Q, D. signal, annm- 
ber of vessels turned their prows in that direction 
and rushed witii the utmost speed throngh the 
blackness, the darkness and the fog to find and if 
possible hdp the amking BepvbUo. All the world 
knows how long they seand»d and how allhntone 
failed to find and hdp the sinldng wreck. Bat jnst 
let one. human wreck, or one of God's children in 
distress utt» the first word of his call for he^ and 
instantly, no difference how thick the darkness or 
how d£mse the fog, the power of Omnipotency is 
immediately there to give the necessary relief. 
For the Bible tells us that "Before they call I will 
answer and while theiy are yet speaking I will hear." 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



14 WncELESS MESSAGES 

Paul and Stephen 
I honestly believe that every ChriBtiau life tiiat 
ever blessed the world by its existence was insep- 
arably connected with some other GhristiaiL life 
that caused its production by the exercise of an 
earnest intercessory prayer. The prayer of the one 
and the life of the other are closely united in the 
ratio of cause and effect. I verily believe that the 
existence of Paul as the greatest gospel preacher 
and greatest Christian missionary in the day in 
. which he lived was the inevitable product of t^e 
dying prayer of a praying Stephen, the first Chris- 
tian martyr, who, in the awful hour of his martyr- 
dom, prayed for his persecutors, with his face 
alight and his tongue aflame with the fires of in- 
tercession. Tour prayer, too, may produce a 
harvest hand to work in the harvest field of t^e 
Master. He said for us to pray to the Lord of ihs 
harvest to send forth labourers into the harvest, 
" For l^e harvest is plenteous but the labourers are 
few." 

The Sun Power 

The sun, the great central orb of our solar sys- 
tem, is a mighty source of power. It pours 
out eight qointiUions of horse-power every day 
and raises two biUions and a half tons of wat^ 
three miles every ininute from the surface of our 
earth. The power of the snn is everywhere, it 
blows in the wind, rises in the tide, glows in every 
fomace, thunders in every cataract and plays in the 
electrical correats that girdle the planet. Ofa, the 
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mighty power of our Bolar system's central son ! 
But Jesus Christ, the Sun of Eighteonsness, is pour- 
ing a greater power upon our earth, and radiating 
a brighter light and lifting the minds and lives of 
the people of our planet to higher spiritual altitudes 
than ever before in the history of the uniyerse, for 
the world is getting better every day and the time 
will soon come when that Scriptural prophecy will 
have its fulfillment which declares that the time 
will come when righteousness will cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea. 

Not Mocking 

When Glod told man to speak to Him, He was in 
earnest. When He invited man to talk to Him 
He did not intend a mockery by turning a deaf 
ear. When God said, " Ask and you shall receive," 
He meant to give man an audience and grant his 
petitiona Gktd is not mocking us. The spirit of 
mockery can find no place in God's great heart of 
love. For (Jod is in earnest. God is sincerity, God 
is truth, God is lore. How dare we doubt for a 
solitary mom^t Infinite Yeracity Himself ? 

Pessimism 
Prayer is an antidote for pessimism. Communion 
with God is a remedy for the blues. A petition to 
the Most High is destruction to despondency. Scien- 
tists tell us that our earth is surrounded by a cloak 
of atmosphere forty-five miles thick and if we ^ould 
go outside the limitation of this atmospheric wrapper 
and look at the sun, it would appear blue — that 



=d by Google 



viewingr the aan timngh foiiy-fiTe miles of atmos- 
fbsere makm it appear goldm and prerente it from 
seeming blue. So the tiooble with the pevsimist, the 
miBaitthTopist, the itkeptic, the despairiiig, despond- 
ing, miaetable, tired-of -life person is that he hag 
gone outside o£ the lindtations of the atmosphere of 
prayer and oonseqaently the whole wwld looks bhte, 
all men seran rascals imd even the golden blessingB 
of tha Sua of Bighteonsness a|ipear blue with the 
BbuieB (A despondfiBcy. 

" Oh, bow pn^lng rata Uw wear;— 
Pnjw wlU 61i«)ge Uw nlgbt to di^t 
So when lite mtasM dark and dnair 
fiont foiget to T/nj^" 



Atmospheric Infloenees 
ft 71 invigQiating, joyous and elevating inflacuoe ia 
oontinnally produced by the exercdse of prayer. 
Fntyer brings the richest, rarest and the most ou- 
azpected blessinga upcm. human life, until the 
eaxnest petitioner and the fortunate object of th» 
petitiom^ beooiae the recipieota and teeeive a part 
of the strength, the wisdom and the Iciye of the 
Most High Qod Himsdf. And the poet has de- 
dared that '* More things ane. wrought 1;^ payer 
than tbia. world dreams of." G^l(^|ists t^ m thai 
the calm, quiet and gentle inSneooe of the atmoB- 
phra« held to the earth's surface by the silent 
powers of the laws of gravitation, moving in gentle 
z^fayrs ortravelling in passing winds, wears down. 
Tnnnnt AJtiaj subdues lodcs and is a mightiflT influeiioe 
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in cbsLogaig the earth's material surface than the 
more noisy and furious forces of nature. So the 
calm, quiet and gentle influence of prayer, pressing 
on human life by the sOent powers of the law of a 
spiritual gravitation, moving la the zephyrs of pri- 
vate devotion, or traveling in the life-pnrifying 
winds of public worship, wears down the mountains 
of sin, subdues the rocky hearts of fdnfol men, and is 
a mightier influence in changing our earth's moral 
surface, in changing the character of individual life, 
national civilization and commercial transaction 
than the more noisy forces of wars, revolutions and 
the militarism of the belligerent nations of earth. 
Oh, for every church to become a school of prayer 
and every home and every heart an altar where gen- 
nine stq)plication ascends to Gtod — that the modify- 
ing influences of human devotion may maka grand 
the destiny of men. 

The Ocean Daily 

The Onnard line of ocean steamers by the means 
of the system of wireless telegraphy is publishing a 
daily newspaper aboard the ships of its line in mid- 
ocean. The news of the world is received from 
both Surope and America and printed in a daily 
paper whidi is on sale on board the steamer every 
morning before breakfast This is certainly the 
crowning achievement of modem science and is a 
striking illustration of the utility of wireless teleg- 
raphy and shows us how the ingenious and daring 
hand of man is beginning to control the electric 
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foroM of the oniTflne. It Kondg like a tmntieth 
Mo tur> mirade and adds another notory to the art 
and ingaaaty <rf onr progreniTe age. Jnst think 
of a ihjp oae or two thoonnd miki from hind re- 
oniviiig a oorrect r^x»t ci the nem oocaning <hi 
the two ocntmcnti c4 Eok^ and Amenca. It 
leema to tarpuB the nM»t extravagant dreams of 
the wildflst visifniary the worid hu ever known. 
But it is true neveathdan and we stand in a spirit 
of wondenuent bef «« the gnatcat Kdaitific adiieTO- 
memt (rf our age. 

We aie oat on the sea of hamaa life hot in peoat 
iar touch with the sh<»VB of time and etemitj. We 
an in itruige ctnnsinnication with the oelestaal 
and tematriaL Thwe are four ingredients, which, 
if placed in human chanoter, will maJEe it a spirit- 
nal reoeiTer to receive sfnritoal forces from its 
HaJcer. Those ingredients are fiuth, obadi«ice, 
patience and hope. The sool in possession of these 
is anchored to its Qod and receives and transmits to 
meat the powers of God, revealing to them ihe 
glorions troth that there is a reality in the wonder- 
ful religion that we jnwf ess. 

^^reless Telegraphy 

The American fleet oircnmnavigated the world 
in 1908. The earth is 25,000 ttiiles in circmnfw- 
enoe bnt it was necessary for it to sail 46,000 miles 
in order to make the circmnnavigation. When 
it was Bailing around Cape Horn the squadron 
that was tmder the command of Admiral Evans 
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vas connected by a wirdew tel^honio oonunonioft- 
tion. By this meana the admii^ waa in ooostont 
tonch with emdix ship of his flotilla. On dear dayi 
the air was the medixaa of tranmiissicNa, on stonny 
days the water of the ocean was atilized. Though 
one of his venels was a dosen miles away he oonld 
distinctly hear its captain's voioe and fitTniiiffW » ff 
himsetf perfectly with its looaticm, sanitatMui, and 
its equipment Lnagine if you can the astonish- 
ment of the old navigators of the centnrias past, 
such as Drake, Cabot, Gilbert, Ohiistojdier Ocdom- 
bos uid others stuiding by *^^ aide oi Admiral 
£vaiis and listening to hiw talk to die c^itains <rf 
the difiwont TOsaala of his armada, miles aiiid milea 
away. Their ezdamation would no doabt be : 
" Oh, this is a miracle." And it is a miraole — a 
miracle of science in the tw«itietb oantory. 

But the wireless tel^thony of [Hityer that for d,000 
years has been constantly and efficiently atilized by 
tlte hnman race is as truly a miraole, and is as 
miracDlonsly true. Uany pray to God and Qod 
answers their prayers in glorious verifloation of the 
tmtbfal declfu«tion of onr Lord who said: "All 
things whataoevM you ask in prayer, believing, yon 
diall reodTe." 

Bzra 
In the month of March, 468 b. c, Ezra and his 
little band of 1,700 Israelit«e were camped on the 
banks of the Ahava Biver preparatory to starting 
on thdr long joom^ from Babylon to Jeroaalem. 
From a Bal^lonian oaptivity to a Jerusalem eman- 
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oipatioD. Sixty-five years b^ore this Haggai, the 
prophet, had prophesied that the time would come 
Bome time in the future when tiie wealth of the 
Oentilea would pour into the treasury of the Jews 
and the prophecy had just had its fnlfillmeut for 
Artaxerxes, iho King of Persia., had not only made 
Ezra governor of Jndea, but had presented to him 
and his nati<m $5,000,000 and had them equipped 
with every neoeesaiy convenience to insure them a 
successful journey, as well as a splendid decoration 
of tiieir temple and a prosperous administration of 
their government when they reached thdr destum- 
tion. It was 520 miles in a straight line from 
Babylon to Jerusalem, but in ordsr to avoid the 
dee^ it was necessary to travel 900 miles around. 
Along this road numerous bands of robbOTS watched 
and waited to rob and kill the helpless l3UveUeis 
who happened to pass that way. Seldom was ther^ 
from a human standpoint, an easier and more valu- 
able prize than Ezra and his caravan with their 
$5,000,000 in silver and gold. But they travelled 
this journey in 110 days, in lees than four months, 
leaving in March and arriving in July and the 
journey was prosperous and happy. Disease, sick- 
ness and hardships did not molat them on thdr 
way. After arriving at their destinatiott, they 
rested three days and then reported to the authori- 
ties of Jerusalem. "Why was this journey so suc- 
oessfnl? Why this mysterious and providential 
protection? Why were they brought so safely 
through to the Holy City <^ Jerusalem ? I will 
tell yoo why it was. Beoause Ezra and his band. 
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before they started, while they were yet camped 
on the banks of the Ahava Biver, spent three d&yn 
in fosting and praying for God's protecting power 
to accompany them on their journey and Qod heard 
and answered their prayers. Had Ezra requested 
it the King of Persia would have given him a 
wbcde army to have guarded him on his journey, 
but Ezra did not care so much for human guards as 
he did for divine protecstion, so in their three days' 
prayw-meeting they besought the King of the 
Universe to take cai« of them, and He granted 
them journeying mercies and the militariam of 
heaven in the form of a whole army of invisible 
angels who marched with them by day and brought 
them safely to the city of Jerusalem. *' For the 
angel of the Lord enoampeUi around about thran 
that fear Him and delivereth them." It would be 
well for us who camp on the banks of the river of 
time preparatoiy to oontinuing the jonmey of life 
towards the Holy City, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
to be often in prayer. Prayer is a wonderful as- 
sistant in freeing men from the Baby bnian captivity 
of sin and helping them on to a glorious emancipa- 
tion in the wonderful kingdom of God. The rob- 
bers of an continually waylay the road of human 
life to rob us of our purity, our honesty, our man- 
hood and our womanhood and to drag us back into 
a ^iritual slavery, to prevent us from entering a 
better oondition of life, to keep us out of the Holy 
City. But if we trust in Qod, we axe assured ot 
the protecting power of His providential care to 
help US (m to a glorious destination. He hears and 
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aaiwcn prayn and if aeoamiy will gire lu Uie 
gtuudiaiuhip of ugeb. 

Photograi^jr 
B m would ntaln the bewtiftil image of Ohmfc 
in onr wmlt, if we would Mrimihte tiie migfatf 
cbanotar of God in oar Utai, we mmt not neg^eoi 
tiie frvpitaiay of the i^endid ezoroiBe of prayer. 
The mind of man in beUertng prajer foealizei itedf 
<Hi the character of God aad holds it there in devo- 
tkm, in oontemidation, in worahip, until the image 
of Ghiist ia impreaed on tbe sool and tiieoharaotar 
of God is Inoorporated in the life and the petitioner 
reoesTei the natore of the divine. The scienoe of 
photography in the production of the piotnrea of tite 
dagneneotype Uiroug^ the lens of the oemera im- 
print the exact features of the material object on 
the sensitiTe negatire and the piotore is podooed. 
The Bcienoe of -pn-yer ia the prodtiotion of the Christ 
image on the eool, and the QoA. oharaoter in the 
life throng the lens of the camera of a living faith 
imprinting the exact featnrea of the heavenly 
Father on the spiritoal diild until he wallcs f cntii 
(» the sorfaee of the earth in the splendid lilcenesa 
of God. Thank God for the diaracter-ohaBging 
influences of prayer. Prayer brings the siHrit of 
God into num and lifts man into the image of GKxL 

Hygiene 

The hj^peoe of pHyer is at the prescoit time 

exciting oonslderable attentitm in the world ai 

matBOe. The soteatifle world has reached tibat 
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degree of adTanoement in this -progteeave ag« of 
mli^teninent that prayer u a tiierapeatio agent 
dfflnandB its recognition. At a convention of med- 
ical Bcientiats in the city of London not long since, 
Doctor Theo. Eyslop delivered a leotore tha,t cre- 
ated qnite an extensive sensation. Dr. Hyilop ii 
a fatain speoialiBt and is sapposed to be Uie leading 
man in his profession in all Europe. It has even 
been declared that he knows more about the haman 
brain than any other man in all the world. He 
took a position which he logically sostained with 
clear, strong and honest argoment, that fat a di»- 
treseed mind, depressed spirits, or mental derange- 
ment the beet therapentic agemt known to man is 
jnst the simple prayer haMt. Under the pownr 
of his convincing logic, the most skeptical msm- 
bers of the oonventicm were oompelled to admit 
the truth of his oondosions. He said that the 
best remedy he had ever discovered for insanity 
was the prayer habit, and by the prayer habit he 
did not mean merely the repetition of words, the 
repeating of prayers, nor the counting of beads, 
but the direct oonunimioation of the creotare 
with the Creator, man talking to Gtod. So we 
bare discovered at last that there is a harmonious 
agreement between the new science and the old 
Bible, for the Bible has been telling os for 1,900 
years that " If any of yon lack wisdom let him 
ask of QoA who giveth to all men liberally and 
npbraideth not and it shall be given him." Insan- 
ity is a lack of wisdom. To ask GoA for it is to 
pray. Modem science declares that the best tber- 
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apentio agent it can find for insanity is prayer. 
The prayer habit will bring rest to the diseased 
mind^ strength to the weakened facnlties, sanity 
to the crazed brain and place reason on ber throne 
of power that man may again asfntme the image 
of his Ood and sway the sceptre of supremacy 
over the noble powers of a God-redeemed manhood. 



Raindrop 

A little raindrop fell from the morning clouds 
as they swept across the skies. It came down to 
the dark brown earth and dropped in the city 
street. Stained, soiled and blackened it was soon 
pushed and dragged and washed into the mud and 
mire and slnsh of the gutter. Displeased with its 
filthy associates and uncongenial environment, it 
looked up into the blue heavens and into the pore 
air and at the bright golden sunbeams and it 
longed for a nobler, purer and highar life than the 
life of the guttar. Its longing and hoping and 
wishing soon crystallized into a prayer and it prayed 
to be as pure and clean and beautiful as It used 
to be in the days gone by when it rode on the 
cloud chariots of heaven. Its prayer was an- 
swered, for the Qod of nature sent the focalized 
snnheams with the powers of evaporation to lift 
the little raindrop from its d^;radation in the 
gutter to a hi^er and grander position on a fleecy 
white clond in Uie sky. To this aerial throne of 
rolling vapour the wild steeds of the winds were 
hitched and with the speed of celestial chargers 
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tbej dashed aloDg the highroads of the sonthem 
firmament ttntil od the tropic^ gardens of the ^ 
southland the sparkling raindiop felL Glittering, 
glistening, glowing with the light of heaven, it 
dropped into the fragrant bosom of a beautifal 
rose. Robed in fragrance, fanned with zephyrs, 
crowned with the prismatio coborB of the rainbow, 
the little raindrop rejoiced at the potency of the 
prayer force that lifted it from its de^;radation 
in tiie gutter to its glorification in the rose. 

In the early morning of the world's history man 
fell from the Edenic donds of his primitive purity 
into the mnddy gutters of sin where stained, soiled 
and blackened with vice from hia d^^rading asso- 
ciations and uncongenial environment he looked 
up into the kind, loving and forgiving face of a 
pardoning God, and prayed to be pure and clean 
and beautiful like he used to be in the days gone 
by when he rode on the cloud chariots of a per- 
fect manhood. And his prayer was answered. 
For the God of the universe sent the focalized 
Bonbeams of salvation's power to lift man up from 
an to righteousness. Before man prayed God 
loved him and promised him a Saviour. " For QoA 
BO loved the world that He gave His only b^;otten 
Son that whosoever believeth on TTint should not 
perish but have everlasting Ufe." And Jeeos has 
said ; " If ye ask anything in My name I will do 
it." And man is lifted from the lowest depths 
of sin on earth to the highest heights of salvation 
in heaven and placed in the Elyaan gardens of 
Grod, where, wrapped in the fragrance of the Sose 
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of Sharon, foQQed with the zephyrs from the 
mountain tope of glory and crowned with the 
priBmalio coIootb of the rainbow of eternal peace, 
he rejoioee that the potent power of the prayer 
force put into operation tbroogh the atoning merits 
of Jesus Christ our Lord has lifted bim from 
terrestrial degradation to celestial glorification 
where he can live and reign with Christ and Ood 
while the eternal ages march. 



Ocean 

The great ocean is composed of numberless drops 
of water, still if yon take one drop away it will 
have one drop leas. Conld you count all the drops 
of which it is composed, then take one drop away, 
it would lack one drop of weighing as much ss it 
did before. Although the ocean is very big, its 
size and weight can be diminished or increased by 
subtraction and addition. Not so with Qod be- 
cause of His Infinity. His being will not permit 
of diminution or augmentation. Additions do not 
increase His strength, nor subtractions decrease 
His power. He is omnipot^it and is able to do 
for us exceeding abundantly above all that we are 
able to ask or to think. Do you desure a ridi 
and an abiding heritage ? If so yon will find it 
in Glod. Bo you desire broad possessions? He is 
immensity. Bo yon deeire an unchanging estate? 
He is immutability. Would you have it last for- 
ever? He is eternity, for from everlasting to 
everlasting He is God. 
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Rope 
Tnyet is the bell-rope up in the belfiy. W© 
poll ^e rope with the hands of faith. The prajer 
beUs of heaven ring oat through the sides. God 
bean, mrai are reoognized, angels rejoice, and earth 
is made better. "For the eyes of the Lord aro 
upon the righteons and His ears are open unto their 
ory." 

Daniel 
Prayer is a means to the reo^tion ci knowledge. 
If yoa desire to receive knowledge ntilize prayer 
and knowledge will be recaved. Prayer is the 
goldoi key to the treasure house of wisdom. It un- 
locks the door so man can enta* and obtain Qxe de- 
Eared information. Wben all the Chaldean magi- 
cians uid all the wise men of Babylon had racked 
thor brains to int^orpret Nebuchadnezzar's dream 
and foiled, Danid attempted the interpretation. 
He went home and made a covenant with his three 
ocnnpanions, TTa,im.t>i)th^ Awtf ift h and Mishael that 
they would unite with him in earnest prayer for 
God to gnmt to him the gift of interfvetation. 
The gift was granted and the dream was interpreted. 
Bo Danid secured in uiswer to prayer a wisdom 
from Qod which the Chaldean wise men with all 
the magical arts of Babylon could not secure. 
God would have answered Daniel's individual 
fx&yet, had he ju^yed alone, bat when his three 
ocanpanions united with him in besieging a throne 
of grace, the strength of the prayer foroe was 
multiplied by three, and with greatw rapidity and 
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fodlity the answer was secared. Individually one 
person can utilize the prayer force and more the 
heavens and earth, but collectively a number of 
persons can utilize the prayer force and shake the 
very foundations of the oniverse. Thank Grod for 
the mighty pow^ of united prayer ! 



During the early history of the theological semi- 
nary at Allegheny, the institution was frequently 
in financial straits. One time when it was in great 
need of funds and had reached a very trying 
monetary extremity, Dr. Herron, the president of 
the board of directors, called a meeting of the 
board. There were only three in attendance, in- 
cluding the president himself. Dr. Herron, Dr. 
Swift, and Dr. Patterson composed the counsel 
Dr. Herron expressed it as his opinion that unless 
inunediate financial assistance arrived the furth^ 
perpetuation of the institntion was impossible. 

" Oh," he said in a very discouraged tone of voice, 
" we have no one to help us." 

" No one to help us ? " repeated Dr. Patterson ; 
" why, I know of a thousand." 

" A thousand ! " exclaimed Dr. Herron. " I do 
not understand. I wish you would e:q)lain." 

"Well, the explanation is this," replied Dr. Pat- 
terson. " I am a cipher. Dr. Swift is a cipher and 
yon are a cipher. But Jesns Christ is a unit, and 
my mathematical education teaches me that a unit 
and three ciphers, when the ciphers are placed on 
the right side, make a thousand. So I know of a 
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thooaand who are willing and ready to help. And 
as man's extremity is Grod's opportouity, let us pray." 
They prayed ; help came. Edp remained. The 
seminaiy was endowed, and from the direotors* 
prayer-meeting to the present time few financial 
diBturbanoes have interfered with the prosperity of 
the institution. Thank God for tiie power and tha 
atility of prayOT. 

Telepathy 
When Jesus stood at Cana and healed the noble- 
man's son at Capernaum twenty-five miles away 
the miracle was considered especially phenomenal, 
beoaaee of its telepathic character. But why shoold 
spiritual telepathy excite the wonderment of man 
any more than physical telepathy ? The son sways 
the earth by the powers of physical telepathy al- 
though it is many millions of miles away. The 
earth controls the moon, without physical contact, 
exclusirely by the force of physical telepathy. 
While the moon affects the ocean tides together 
with the animal and v^etable creations that grow 
upon our planet, bat at none of these material 
phenomena are we especially surprised. But that 
Christ, who made the sun, moon and stars, should 
by the psychic phenomenon of spiritual telepathy 
stand at Cana and change the physical conditi<m of 
a young man at Capernaum, twenty-five miles away, 
driving a malignant fever from his body, is to some 
people so great a gnrprise that it levira on their 
credulity a tax beyond their ability to endure. Oh, 
Consistency, tiiou art a jewel 
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Telegraphy 

In the city of London there is a very ttdl build- 
ing. In its top story there is a newspaper office 
timt reoeiTee its news from Edinburgh, Scotland, by 
private wires. Two yonog men had ohai^ of this 
telegraph offica One day one of these young men 
went about London to ooUect local news. On his 
return to the building that evening, he found the 
door on the ground floor locked so he could not get 
in. He could not make the man on the top floor hear 
hiyn, What was he to do ? Qoing to the nearest 
telegraph office he telegraphed to Edinburgh. 
The telegraph read : " Wake the man np in the 
fifth story. Tell him I want to get in." The 
Edinburgh office woke the man up, and the door 
was opoied. The man was reached by the way of 
Edinburgh, which was the quickest and most effect- 
ive way to get the man in the fifth story. 

The men from whom we are separated by terres- 
trial barriers can be reached by the celestial wire, 
by the way of the throne of grace. If the chmxjh 
of Ood, by the throne of Qod, can reach the souls 
of men by the prayer force it is high time they wexe 
bringing it into requisition. 



Bishop Janes 

Kihop Simpson told the world abont the devo- 
tioual nature of Bishop Janes. He said that Bishop 
Janes had more faith in the power and efficacy of 
prayer than any other person he had preTionsly 
known. Bishop Simpson said : "I was intimately 
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awooiated with him for a number of years and vaB 
very familiar with the devotional habita of his life. 
Be had a daily coitom of not only praying for him- 
self, every member of his family, the ohoroh and the 
whole world, but he would pray especially for all 
tile presiding elders he bad appointed dming the 
year, that Ood would bless them, and maJie than 
wise in suocessfully admimstering the a£FairB of 
their districts, that the greatest good might oome 
to the ohurdL He would also pray for all the 
preachers he had given appointments during the 
year, that God would make them instrum^tal in 
blessing the people to whom they were sent and of 
saving those who were lost In sin." 

It was a truth well known to those who gave It 
an investigation, that all the annual oonf erenoes 
over which Bishop Janes presided were invariably 
blessed with the soul-aaving influences of a mighty 
revival before the termination of the conference 
year. Thank God for those mighty men of prayer 
who have done so much for the edification of the 
church and the salvation of the w<»rld by their 
mighty intercessions for men. 



Cyclone 

Sdentiats tell us that several hours before the 
St. Louis cyclone which occurred several years ago, 
tiiere existed io the vicinity of St. Louis oonditions 
in the atmosphere conducive to the production of a 
cyolcoe. If material conditions in a material at- 
mosjdieie will produce a material cyclone, causing 
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it to sweep upon a district of countiy with all of ita 
indescribable destmction, prayer is the force that 
will cause conditions to exist in the moral atmos- 
phere conducive to the production of a spiritual 
cyclone, cau^og it to sweep over a district of coun- 
try with all of its indescribable powers of salvation. 
God has commanded us to bring into requisition 
the prayer force until the conditions are produced, 
the cydone oomee and sweeps by a great spiritual 
revival a multitude into the glorious kingdom of 
God. 

Stanley 
Henry M. Stanley, the African explorer, with some 
membera of his party were lost from their compan- 
ions in the solitudes of the forests of Africa. He 
tells us that it was midnight and he was lost in the 
thickest of the woods. "I was suffering from 
physical fatigue, mental anxiety and spiritual de- 
pression. I wanted to see my companions from 
whom I was separated. Oh, I was so lonesome, so 
depressed. I realized ihsA I was helpless without 
the help of Ood. I knelt, prayed and promised 
God I would never fail to confess His goodness to 
me if He would only permit me to again find my 
companions from whom I bad been so long sepa- 
rated. Only nine hours passed by and that prayer 
was answered. Just nine hours after I offered tiiat 
prayer our hearts exalted with rapturous joy as we 
came to where we could see the flag waving on the 
breezes of Africa and the long-Lost rear column stand- 
ing in plain view. That God hears and answras 
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prayer haa been proven to me a hundred times dnr* 
ing my explorations in Africa. For me to dontpt 
would be impossible.'* 

Knocking 
Some people merely play at prayer and oonse- 
queotly never receive an answer. They are very 
much like the children playing in the streets, who 
mischievoosly ran on the door-step of their nragh- 
boor's house and knock at the door, then run away 
and hide before the inmates have had time to 
open the door to invite them in. Bo some knock at 
the door of prayer and then run away in unbeUef 
and hide in doubt before the door is opened and the 
answer received. Kemember that Jesus has said : 
" Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened unto you, for every 
one that asketh receiveth, he that seeketh findeUi 
and onto him that knocketh it shall be opened." 
Enook in faith, wait in hope, stand in patience and 
the answer will come, for God has promised it and 
Glodis true. 

Lincoln 

During the time when Abraham linooln wag 
president of the ITnited States, a man living in a 
distant state, having important business with him, 
went to Washington to have a personal interview 
with him. He was met by a servant in the ante- 
room of the White House and told that the presi- 
dent was so busy he could not be seen. 

** But I most see him," said the man. 
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" You oaimot," replied the servant. 

" The huainees is very important and I must see 
him," waa the reply. 

The servant went away and another came in and 
told the man that it would be impossible for him to 
see the president. 

" But the buonesB is important. Tell him to oome 
out here. I want to see him," the nmn insiBted. 

Then this servant went away and another one 
came telling him that if his business was so impor- 
tant to tell it to him and he would bear it to the 
president and bring back the answer. 

" No, sir," waa the reply. " I will bear my own 
message to the president and hear from his own 
lips the answer, and I will stay in this anteroom or 
on the door-step of tlie White House nntil I see 
him." 

He got to see him. The president came out and 
saluted his old time friend with a hearty hand- 
shake, heard his message and gave his answer, and 
the man went away rejoicing. But it is not so 
hard for OS to secure an intrariew vrith the Presi- 
drat of tiie Universe. For He has said : " Him 
that cometh unto Ue I will in nowise cast out" 
And if ten thousand oppositions attempt to prevent 
the interview, it will be of no avail for He vrill 
give an audience, bear your message, grant your 
rec|nest and send you rejoicing along the pathway 
of human life to a grand and noble destiny. Oh, 
let us therefore " Come boldly to the throne of grace 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need." 
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Cablegram 

A few years ago a terrible blizzard swept over 
the eaatem states and so completely knocked down 
the telegraph wires that oonneot Philadelphia and 
Boston, as to entirely prevent between these two 
cities the leafit dc^;ree of telegraphic oonununioa- 
tion. Praw>ns living in Philadelphia wishing to 
communicate by means of the tel^;raph with the 
people of Boston wonld send a cablegram across 
the Atlantic to London and from London back 
again to Boston as the cables w«e in first class 
working order. Thos they kept op an unbroken 
communication until the completion of the repairing 
and there was a reestablishment of ihe telegraphic 
commnnication between these two continental cities. 

The wild blizzards of trouble, sin and separation 
Bometunes destroy all terrestrial communication be- 
tween us and our dearest friends. To as they are 
lost and we cannot tell where on the surface of this 
wide, unfriendly world they exist So the only 
thing left for us to do is to send the prayer of faiUi 
over the great though invisible cable of oom- 
mtmioation that connects us to the throne of Qod, 
and Giod will delivw the message with wonderful 
accuracy by the powers of His Omnipreerait Spirit 
to the object of our petitions, resulting not only in 
our terrestrial connection but in the immediate and 
eternal salvation of our lost and absent friends. 

Prayer Room 

A preacher was visiting a Christian family who 
had recently built a new home. The man was 
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showing him through the house and explaining to 
him the architecture. He said that those two staall 
rooms up-stairs, one on the aoathwest and the other 
on the southeast comer of the house, well-lighted, 
weU-heated, fmmished with a table, chair, Bibl^ 
hymn-book and other devotional publications, were 
tiieir two prayer rooms. " One is mine and the other 
one is my wife's. Like old Daniel we occupy them 
at least three hours a day and turn our faces towards 
the heavenly Jerusalem. Sometimes when we have 
great interests at stake we spend a lai^ part of 
the day and night in our prayer rooms." Oar 
Saviour said: "When thou prayest, enter into 
liiy room, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father which is in secret ; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.'* 
A {nayer room is a great religious convenience. 
But any room can be a prayer room, the kitchen, 
the parlour, the sitting-room, the hall, wherever we 
are we can commune with God and He will hear 
our prayers and grant our petitions and make our 
lives br^t with His love. 



Weapons 

WLen the Bomans were fighting a bard battle 
and were pressed for instruments of war, they 
rushed to their temples and seizing the weapons 
of the gods, they chai^;ed forth and won the 
victory. In the great battle of human life, con- 
tending with the hosts of sin, we need to go to the 
temple of our God and seizing the spiritual weapons 
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of faith, hope, love and prayer, go forth aad win the 
victory. 

lovisible Commonicatlon 
The son of an English minister spent a year in 
South America. When his birthday arrived he re- 
membered that hia Christian mother always spent 
each of his birthdays in prayer for his conversion. 
He was irr^igioos and aa Ids custom had been to 
spend each birthday in worldly pleasure, he decided 
to spend this one after his mother's example in 
Bible reading and prayer. Before noon he was 
converts He wrote his mother a letter telling 
her that his physical birthday had also become his 
spiritnal birthday, and he was now a child of God. 
His mother praying the same day, thoosands of 
miles away, received the evidence while jmiying of 
her son's conversion. She wrote him a lettw, and 
told him that while she was praying for bim on his 
birthday she was assnred of bis conversioQ and had 
written a letter of congratulation. The let- 
ters passed each other on the high seas, one 
from the son telling of the fact of his conver- 
sion, ihe other from the mother congratulating 
and rejoicing with him over the evidence of his 
salvation. 

If a system of wireless telegraphy in the material 
universe can send the news across the ocean why 
cannot an analogous system of wireless telegraphy 
in the spiritual universe send a message around the 
world ? Ob, the wonderful and incomprehensible 
laws of prayer. 
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Nature's Prayer 
All natnre seeim to kneel and pray to the God of 
the universe. The son kneels at the golden altar, 
the moon at the silver altar, the stars at the bronze 
altar and the clouds at the blue altar of the heavens 
and offer their prayer to God. The rivers kneel 
to the valleys, the valleys to the hills, the hills to 
the mountains, and the mountains to the clouds, 
and all natnre seems to pray to God and its 
prayers are answered and the vrhole world is filled 
with plenty and joy as it draws with the prayer 
force its abundance from the storehouse of God. 

The Elevator 

A city pastor received a letter from a merchant 
propietor of a large depEui;ment store, inviting htm 
to call on him, at his place of business. In response 
to the invitation the pastor soon entered the mer- 
cantile eetablishment. The porter met him at the 
door and du-ected him to the office. In obedience 
to the directions he went to the elevator and rang 
the electric bell. Dovm came the elevator into 
which he stepped, the pulleys went to work and he 
b^an to go up. In a moment he was at the office 
floor where he stepped from the elevator into the 
presence of the merchant where a pleasant time was 
spent conversing with the genial, warm-hearted 
proprietor. 

Touch the electric bell of prayer and the mighty 
elevator of God's omnipotent power will come down. 
Then step in with the feet of faith, while the great 
pulleys of God's love will draw you into die very 
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presence of the Froprietor of the nuiverse, where 
yon caD pleasaaUj and profitably oommone with 
the Infinite One, who said : " Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive." 

The Highest Authority 

"Therefore I say tinto yon whatsoever things ye 
desire when ye pray, brieve that ye receive them 
and ye shall have them." 

This Scriptoral declaration proceeding from the 
lips of Jesos addressed to His disciples emanates 
from the highest aathority in the universe. It is 
either true or it is false. But, coming to as from 
the lips of God Himself, God who cannot lie, it is 
therefore stamped indelibly with the divine seal of 
eternal troth. This Scripture is also susceptible of 
practical demonstration by the persons to whom it 
is addressed. 

Archimedes 
Archimedes, the famous mathematician of antiq- 
uity, who lived in the year 287 b. o., in the city of 
Syracuse, once made the assertion that if he had a 
lever sufficiently long and a fulcrum on which to 
rest it, he could take hold of it vrith hm own feeble 
hands and with the weight of his own light body 
lift the earth off its foundations. This lever is 
prayer, the cross of Ohtist is the fulcrum on which 
to rest it. For Jesus says : " If you ask anything 
in My name, I will do it." And taking hold of 
this lever of prayer with the hands of faitii, the 
weight of one immortal soul pulling down with all 
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its eameetnees, fervency and power can lift the 
mighty earth off its ainfid foundations. The powM 
of prayer has not been as folly tested by the inhabit- 
ants of this earth as God designed that it should. 
Prayer has the power to change the whole being of 
the petitioner, and wonderfully affect the heart 
and life of the object of the petitions and lift hu- 
man affections from the low, sordid, sinful things of 
this world and attach them to God, heaven and the 
things that are immutable and right. For Jesus 
said: "IfyeabideinMe,andMywordsabideinyou, 
ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto 
yon." And also : "All things whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive." 

President Edwards 
The whole world is femiliar with what trans- 
pired in President Edwards' congregation in En- 
field, Mass. When he preached his wonderful ser- 
mon, "Sinners in the hands of an angry God," 
many of bia auditors clung with their hands to the 
[Hilars of the church to prevent themselves from 
foiling into the blackened pits of an awful hell, that 
their imaginations pictured was opening wide its 
gaping jaws for their immediate reception. The 
sewet of this manifestation of a strange power in 
this congr^ation at this time, that resulted in the 
regeneration of so many hearts and the reformation 
of so many lives and the transformation of so many 
homes from sin to righteousness was Uiis. There 
were a great many revivals in progress in the vicin- 
ity of Enfleld and a number of its Christian people, 
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alarmed lest God in His holy anger because of the 
viokedness of the majority of its inhabitants would 
pass them by, assembled in an appointed place and 
inttyed all night long for God to visit them with a 
great revival of religion. The vrhole world knows 
what was the result — the manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit's power in President Edwards' oongregation 
the next day while he preached his famous sermon, 
" Sinners in the hands of an angry God.*' I am sure 
that the Christiuis at the present time, members of 
the modem chnrchee, are not exercising themselves 
as they should in earnest, agonizing, importunate 
prayer, for the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, in 
public religious assemblies. We stand trebling 
before a Philistine world, Samsons, shorn of oar 
locks of strength, we tremble before the world 
when the world should tremble before us. Fot 
*' Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint 
upon his knees." 

" Prayer la the ChriatUn'i Titil brokfli, 
■niB ChrlaUan's native alt ; 
Hli wktohword kt tha galM irf desA, 
Ha antan heavan with pcaTai." 

Sir Walter Raleigh 
"Ask and it shall be given yon," is the langnage 
of Jesus. The command is to ask, and to this 
oonunand is linked a conditional promise — it shall 
be given nnto you. That if we ask aright and for 
that which is according to the will of God, the re- 
sult will inevitably be the reception of the object 
desired, it shall be given nnto you. 
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Once Sir Walter Raleigh asked a financial favour 
of Queen Elizabeth, a favour she frequently granted 
him. The Queen answered him very sharply and 
said ; " Sir Waltra- Ealeigh, when are you going 
to quit begging?" 

" Whenever the Queen quits giving," was his 
prompt reply. 

If some one should inquire of me when I am go- 
ing to quit praying, I should certainly answer: 
" Whenever the Lord quits giving." And that will 
never be this side of mortal death. For He has 
commanded us to ask, giving us His immutable 
promise tliat we shall receive. So we shall con- 
tinue asking, and Ood wiU continue giving, until 
we have finished our last piece of work tat Him on 
earth and said our last prayer. Then 

" This robe of fleah veil drop and riw 
To seize the eTerlasting prize, 
And shout while passEog through flis «ii, 
Fanwell, Inrewell, sneet how of prarw." 

Clock Weights 
An old preacher once said : " In the home of 
my childhood I distinctly remember the old 8eth 
Thomas clock that sat on the nmntle above the 
great fireplace. Attached to it were two great 
weights which constituted the motive power that 
kept it going. When the weights ran down the 
clock would stop, so they must be wound up once 
in twenty-four hours to keep it going. Once a day 
mother would take the key and wind them up, so 
the clock never stopped, but the hands went around 
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contdnnally, telling os every bonr in the day and 
every hour in the night, the correct time exactly." 
Oh, how incessantly the cares, the toils, the 
trials, the bosinees and the anxietiee of this old 
world with its oontinoal taxations on brain, and 
heart and brawn weigh down the homan souL 
Then how necessary it is for us to pray. To go to 
OQT roomB alone with God in the secrecy ot retire- 
meat and with the key of prayer wind up odt 
weary sonls to Him in earnest supplication. Pray 
nntil our hands work right, our feet walk right, onr 
eyes look right, our tongues talk right and our 
whole lives get in harmony with God, and keep 
time to the music of heaven. Pray when we are 
busy, pray when we are at leisure, pray when we 
are sad, pray when we are happy, pray when we are 
fresh and rested and pray when we are tired and 
weary. For 

"Ob, how pnyisg nati the VMry, 
Pmjer will tibaagp tiis night to iAj; 
Bo when life Beems dark and diMiy, 
Don't (orget to pnj." 



The Preacher and Prayer 
Some people say that they have no time to 
pray. The preacher says that he has no time to 
pray for he has to prepare for the pulpit. He must 
make sermons and give them thought or he will 
not be able to entertain, instruct and benefit his 
audiences. He thinks he will soon be minus a con- 
gregation unless he makes the necessary prepara- 
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tion for the pulpit. Bemember that the best prep- 
aratioQ that a preacher can possibly make for the 
pulpit is earnest, wrestling, importunate prayer. 
The best of sermons b^;in their existence amid tho 
agonizing energies of wrestling prayer. 

Breaking Rock on His Knees 
A preacher was waUdng along the streets one 
day. He had not been as successful as he desired 
in breaking the hard hearts of his sinful auditors 
for sin and from sin. He passed by a man who 
was on his knees near a heap of stone in the middle 
of the street Be was wielding his steel hammer 
and breaking the rocks with a dexterity that as- 
tonished the preacher. Stopping and looking at 
him for a while the preacher said: "I wish I 
oonld break the stony hearts of my auditors as 
easily as you break tiiese stones with your ham- 
mer." 

" Maybe if you would do your work on your 
knees like I do yon could," replied the stone 
breaker, as he continued hammering away at the 
rocks. 

If there is anything in the world that can break 
the stony hearts of unbelievers with sledge-hammer 
sermons it is a preacher on his knees. A praying 
preacher makes a pulpit power. 

The Locomotive Engine 

Look at the engineer who controls the engine 

that draws the long train of cus over miles and 
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hundreds of milee of raQway track. He stops his 
engine at the water tank and gets a supply of 
-water. He stops his engine at the coaling statioa 
and gets a snpplj of coal nntil he has a sufficiency 
of water and coal to generate steam enough to draw 
his train to the next station. If he bad not taken 
on water and ooal he would have run out of steam 
and been compelled to stop his engine between 
stations. 

Stop at t^e station of prayer and then take on 
grace, strength, love, wisdom, power, enoo^ to 
run you through the day. Prayer will help the 
preacher to properly prepare his sennons, the bosi- 
nees man to reUgiously compete with his compet- 
itor, and the labouring man to easily provide for 
his family. Prayer will give us power over men 
and bnag us into favour with Almighty Gk>d. 



Martin Luther Busy 
Away forever with the dangerous doctrine that 
people can get too busy to pray. The bnsier we 
get the more we should pray. Martin Luther onoe 
said : " I have now become so very busy that I find 
it actually necessary to spend three hours every day 
in earnest prayer to God for His help." The re- 
sponsibilities of business cause the necessity of 
prayer. The inseparable entwining of prayer and 
work is productive of a life so adorned with beau- 
ties that even the angels d^ire its association. Oh, 
for more earnest, praying, busy lives to adorn the 
(diniohes of God. 
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Roondhouse 

It IB very necessary for us to pray. We work for 
God, we labour, we toil for Him until at times it 
seems that we are almost worn out in His service, 
but even if we are tired we can go to our rooms 
and lift oar hearts to Him in prayer until He gives 
OS more grace, more faith and more power to go 
forth into the world and work for Him again. 
Jesus said : " When thou prayest go into thy closet 
and shut the door and pray to thy Father which is 
in secret and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward you openly." So that private prayer brings 
a public reward is the precious teaching of Jesus. 

That long engine that draws the train of cars 
with the speed of the wind over the strong railroad 
track, the cars, the passengers, the freight, day after 
day, week after week, month after month, and year 
after year gets worn after a while and they run it 
into the rotindhoase for repairs. The machinist 
fixes it up, repairs it and soon has it in splendid 
condition again. Then they put it on the railroad 
track again and it draws just as big loads, just as 
much freight, just aa many passengers and just as 
long trains as it did before the time of its repairing. 
We sometimes almost wear ourselves out in draw- 
ing great loads for God on the railroad of human 
life, but " Let us not grow weary in well doing for 
in due season we shall reap if we faint not." If we 
do get weary and sometimes we do, we have only 
to run oureelves into the great roundhouse of 
prayer for spiritual repairs and God will fix us np 
and repair us and soon will have us in splendid 
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condition again, and prepare as and so renew our 
Bpiritoal strength that vie can go forth on the rail- 
road of homan life again and poll as big loads and 
do as hard work, and draw as many passengers 
towards heaven and God as we ever did before. 
Jesns has given an urgent invitation to the tired 
masses of hnmanitf to come to Him for rest. He 
has said; "Come unto Me all ye that labooT and 
are heavy laden and I will give yon rest. Take 
My yoke npon you and learn of Me for I am meek 
and lowly in heart and ye shall find reet unto your 
Bouls, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
The Bible idso tells us that : " They that wait npon 
the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount np with wings as eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, tiiey shall walk and not faint." 
Praise God for the strengthening powers of prayw. 

A Draft 

If some one should give yon a draft on a reliable 
bank on Wall Street, New York, for $100,000 and 
say to you ; " Now, whenever you need money you 
dmw on this bank and when this draft is exhausted 
I will give you another, and another and another 
and so on as long as you live and I have so arranged 
things that you will never want for money as long 
as you live," would you not be glad indeed in con- 
sideration of this happy arrangement that would 
prevent you from ever needing money or coming 
to financial want, in the realization that poverty, 
bankruptcy or destitution would never be yoor 
portion? 
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Well, God haa given every one of us a draft oa 
the First National Bank of Heaven and invited as 
to draw power, grace, wisdom, strength and help 
in every hoar of need. Jesus has said : " If ye ask 
anything in My name, I will do it. All things 
whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing ye shall re- 
ceive." And that Gkxl is not slack concerning His 
promisee as some men count slackness. And all 
the promises of Qod in Christ Jeeus are yea, and in 
Him, Amen. 

The Sprinkler of Prayer 

A prominent bnsiness man who was a leading pro- 
prietor of a large business establishment in a busy 
commercial city, one evening after busineBS hoars, 
picked up a broom and b^an to sweep the dust 
from the floor of bis bigstore. He had bad a lai^ 
trade that day and a lai^ qtiantity of dirt had ao- 
cumnlated on the store floor. A few strbkes with 
the broom made the dust rise so rapidly that it 
seemed to threaten suffocation. 

" Oh," said the man, " this is enough to ch(^ 
me." 

Picking up a water sprinkler that sat near by he 
soon very thoroughly sprinkled the floor. Then 
taking his broom he swept away the dirt without 
experiencing the least d^^ree of inconvenience from 
the rising, choking and snffocating dost. 

So whenever the dust of secnlar business rises 
with such rapidity and density as to threaten 
spiritual suflocation, threaten to choke down every 
motive, impulse and desire that is pore and good, 
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then bring into reqiiisition the spnnkler of prayer 
and bringing down the waters of eternal life upon 
the rising dost of business it will soon be made to 
settle beneath the moistening influence of the saving 
grace of Qod, so that you can continue the transac- 
tion of honest, indusbious, Intimate businees ac- 
cording to the laws of the SavioTir of men. Oh, in 
this busy world of activity, energy and restlessness 
how neoessaty it is for us to live in constant obedi- 
ence to the apostolic injnnotioo, "Pray without 
ceasing." Secret prayer, silent prayer, family 
prayer, importunate prayer, ejaculatory prayer, 
unceasing prayer and secular business according to 
the holy laws of God go himd in hand tc^ether. 

Foi^ettinc God 
It is said that Cteneral Havelock invariably in- 
corporated in his morning prayer the following 
petition : " Oh, God, if I become so busy to-day 
that I forget Thee, wilt Thou not foi^t me." "We 
■hould never become so busy that we forget Qod, 
but if we do remember that He will never forget 
us, for " He forgetteth not the cry of the humbla" 
" The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and 
His ears are open unto their cry." He has also 
said : " Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world." 

Dr. Arnold's Daily Pra3rer 

The late Dr. Arnold's daily prayer was certainly 
a model one for a busy day. 
** Oh, Lord, I have a busy day around me. Eye^ 
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ear and tlionght will be needed for all my work to 
be done in this busy world. Now before I eater 
OD it I would commit eye, ear and thought to Thee. 
Do llion bless them, and keep their work Thine. 
That as through Thy natural laws my heart beats 
and my blood flows, without any thought of mine, 
so may my spiritual life hold on its course at these 
times when my mind cannot oonscioosly turn to 
Thee to commit each parUcnlar thought to Thy 
service. Hear my prayer for my Bedeem^s sake. 
Amen." 

Oh, that we all mig^t pray and commit oarselves 
to God with a »riTnil<ti- taith. 

Fisherman's Prayer 

Morning aft^ morning the fishermen of Brit- 
tany as t^ey laundied their little boats invariably 
made this beautiful prayer: 

*' Oh, God, my boat is so small and l^e ocean is 
so wide, take care of me to-day," Morning after 
morning as we launch out our little life-boats on 
the wide sea of secular business we should make this 
beautiful prayer : 

" Oh, God, the sea is so wide and dangerous and 
I am so weak and feeble . . . take care of me 
to-day." 

And He will take care of us, for He said He 
would. He told us in His Book of Truth to cast 
all of our care upon Him, for He careth for us. And 
as two sparrows are sold for a farthing and one 
of them cannot foil on the ground without His 
recognitioii, so He will take infinitely more care 
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of US, for every hair of our heads is numbered 
by God Himself and He says : " I the Lord thy 
6od will hold thy right hand, saying onto thee, 
Fear not, for I will help thee." Oh, are we not 
happy in the glorious realization that we have as 
our never failing jNrotector Almightinefis Himself? 

Susanna Wesley 

Susanna Wesley with the multipled cares of her 
large household of nineteen children and a husband 
that constantly needed her help and attention, 
spent hours every day in secret prayer to God for 
His help and gtiidance. Then why is it that we, 
who are not half so busy, cannot spend one hour 
each day in secret devotion? If the 6,000,000 
Methodists in the United States should, in imita- 
tion of their denominational mother, exercise them- 
selves as she did in secret prayer, the Bible prophecy 
would soon be fulfilled which declares that the 
time will come when " Bighteousness will cover 
the earth aa waters cover the sea," 

John Wesley 

John Wesley always prayed the most when he 
was the busiest : tMt he was always busy is proven 
by the fact that he arose every morning not lat^ 
than five o'clock, preached on an average of three 
times a day, traveUed on an average of 6,000 milee 
every year, while bis published works amounted to 
more than 200 volumes. And he took time among 
his busy moments to give to the world the first 
Greek and the first Latin grammars that were ever 
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given to an English-speaking people. Amid maay 
of his Utarary and religious duties he lived in the 
atmosphere of prayer and carefully followed the 
rule of his life to pray the most when he was the 
busiest The Holy Spirit also exhorts us to be 
" Praying always in all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit." God help us to heed and continually 
obey the exhortations of the Holy Spirit 

The Infidel and the Chapet 

In the suburbs of an English town Uiere stands 
a little white chapel that has quite an interesting 
history. It was built by a converted infideL Dur- 
ing the days of his infidelity his Christian wife 
did all that she could to induce him to accept and 
believe the doctrines of Christianity, but all of her 
efforts appeared to be in vain. She prayed, she 
worked, she persuaded, but still he remained firm 
in his infidelity. At last she decided that every 
day, just at the noon hour, she would go into the 
little dowH'fltairs bedroom and spend fifteen min- 
utes in prayer for his salvation. This resolution 
she put into execution, so every day she put fifteen 
minutee in earnest, pleading, wrestling prayer at 
the appointed time, in the appointed place, for Giod 
to save her husband. She was faithful in the per- 
formance of this one duty day after day, week 
aftfflr week, month after montji, until one whde 
year bad passed. StiU her husband seemed to be 
more opposed to Christianity than ever before. 
This was a great trial to her faith, but she believed 
' in God and believed that He heard and answered 
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prayer, bo she continued her supplications in the 
behalf of her husband, at the appointed time, in 
the appointed place, for six months more. Her 
prayers were unanswered, her husband was still 
an infideL What was she to do ? 

" Oh, God," she cried, " I have reached the limit 
of my strength. I can do no more. I leave it all 
with Thee. Save my husband. I believe Ton 
can." 

8he had prepared her noonday meaL It waa 
ready and she was in the dining-room waiting for 
hex husband. 8he was sure she had seen him re- 
turn home from his place of business. She knew that 
she saw him come through the gate into the yard, 
and that she saw him come through the door into 
the house. Why did he not come out into the din- 
ing-room? Dinner was waiting. It would get 
cold if he did not come soon. She became im- 
patient and w^it to look for him. She oould not 
find him in the yard, she could not find him in the 
bouse. She had not looked into the little bedroom 
yet, so she opened the door and looked in. There 
she found him, kneeling on the very spot where she 
had knelt once a day and prayed so earnestly for 
him for one long year and a half. There he was 
kneeling and confeesing his sins and praying for 
their forgiveness. At first she was startled by the 
sight. She could hardly believe her eyes. In a 
moment she recovered her senses and nmning to 
him she knelt by him and said : " Oh, husband, for 
one year and a half I have knelt right here and 
prayed for your salvation." 
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"And for one year and a half," he repeated, 
" eveiy time I passed this room I have felt im- 
pressed to come in and pray. To-day it seemed to 
me that I could not resist the impression but yielded 
to it, aad here I am praying for salvation. Pray 
for me." 

She did and he was oonverted. The dinner did 
not spoil, but was the happiest dinner they had ever 
eaten together. He became a very enthusiastic 
Christian worker and as a monument to his wife's 
answered prayer built the White suhm-ban chapel 
in the town where he was converted. There it 
stands with its steeple pointing like an index finger 
to the God who said : " Ask of Me things to come 
concerning My sons and oonceming the works of 
Hy hands command ye Ma" Oh, for more pray- 
ing wives to pray their infidel husbands into the 
kingdom of Grod. 

America 
Amerfca wafi discovered in answer to prayer. 
Christopher Columbus not only prayed the kings 
and queens of Europe, but the great King of 
Heaven to help him in financing his expedition of 
discovery. His prayers were answered when Queen 
Isabella of Spain expressed her willingness to pawn 
her jewels in order to furnish equipment for his 
western voyage. So his prayers were answered 
and America was discovered. The very last thing 
he and his 120 men did before they sailed from the 
European shores was to take the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper and invoke the God of the Bible for 
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pTOTideotial gnidanoe and ultimate snccees. The 
very first thing they did when they caught a 
glimpse of the new world, after the firing of the 
guns had announced to the other Teasels the new 
discovery, was to come on deck and sing " Gloria 
in Excekis," the Bong that angel choirs Bang over 
the Judean hills to the shepherds centoriea before in 
annunciation of the birth of onr Lord. It was two 
o'clock Friday afternoon, October 12, 1493, when 
Christopher Columbus went ashore from the Santa 
Maria and his lm>ther Alonzo from the Pinta, sad 
bis brother Vincent from the Jfina, and they took 
possesofm of America in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ohost. Falling on his face 
in prayer he dedicated the land to God. Satan 
has no more right to t^'" county tT^ ^n & thief haw 
to your pocketbook. 

Pint Settlers and Prayer 

The first thing that the Huguenote did when they 
landed in the Carolina* was to worship God in song 
and praise for aJMwering their prayers and giving 
them a home in a land of freedom. 

The first thing that the Holland refugees did 
when they landed in New York was to acknowl- 
edge in worship the providential {ovteotion of God, 
who by answering their prayers, had brought them 
safely to the New Land. 

The first thing that the Pilgrim fathers did when 
they landed in New England was, with bended 
knee and uplifted face, to take possession of this 
contineat for God, 
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The first thing that WiUiam Fenn did when lie 
limded in Philadelphia was to take possession of 
that part of the New World in the name of the 
Prince of Peace and worship in true Quaker style, 
a God that heard and answered his prayers. 

The Prayer of 1746 

In 1746 the French government fitted out a pow- 
erful fleet of forty war vessels; the object waa tiie 
conquest of New England. The fleet was placed 
tinder the command of a French duke, who was a 
brave and efficient officer in the navy. It was 
well-manned, thoroughly equipped. At the ap- 
pointed time it sailed from Nova Scotia, for the 
consummation of its terrible mission. Onr New 
England forefathers were apprised of their danger. 
They believed that their safety was in the hands of 
God. They appointed a season of fasting and 
prayer. This was to be observed by all the churches 
of New England. During |this time while Rev. 
Mr. Prince was conducting a meeting in Old South 
Church in Boston, he and his coDgr^ation prayed 
to God to fight their battles tctt them, and save 
them from the French. Their prayers were an- 
swered, for immediately a wind arose and be^an to 
blow a frightful gale. It swept over Boston and 
over the sea. They prayed to God to use this wind 
if it was His will to defeat the will of their enemies, 
to save the country from the conquest of Popeiy, 
that Catholic France might not oonquer Protestant 
America. The wind increased to a hurricane and 
He who " holds the winds in His fists " began to 
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Emite the French fleet, and wrecked it upon the 
shores of Nova Scotia. Hnndreds went down to a 
watery grave. The French duke and the offioer 
next in command, disappointed and chagrined at 
their defeat by tJie elements, committed soicida 
The small namber who still remained alive returned 
to France and abandoned the enterprise forever. 
Thns God saved our ooontry in 1746 in answer to 
the prayers of onr praying forefathers. 

Spanish Armada 
The ISO ships and 2,660 guns, the 8,000 naUxm 
and the 20,000 soldiers that oonstitnted the Spanish 
Armada sent out by Philip II of Spain against 
England in tiie day of Qneen Elizabeiii in 1588, 
was destroyed in answer to prayer. It was sent oat 
for the Bubjngation of England. In the meanwhile 
the people of England prayed to Ood for help. A 
storm arose snch as never before had swept the 
North Atlantic, or stirred the old blue ocean's wave. 
It dashed down npon the Spanish Armada and 
mashed it to splinters on ihe coast of England, Ire- 
land, Scotland and Norway, and answered the 
prayers of England's praying people. 

" Ood morei in « mjttoiloni waj, 
His irondan to peifonn. 
Ha plaotB Hlfl (ooMepa on Uie MB, 
And rldM npon the ikmn." 

George Washington 

Gteorge 'Washington was a man of prayer. He 
prayed when he arose in the morning, when he laid 
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down at night and amid the rueh, whirl and bnsi- 
nesB of his active miUtaiy and political life. Dur- 
ing his military career in the Revolutionary War, at 
Valley Forge, his patriotic and suffering soldiars 
were at the depths of their destitution and the 
prospects of the Americans achieving their inde- 
pendence were to them the most unfavourable. At 
this time Washington was seen to withdraw from 
his soffering army for a considerable time, to a se- 
cluded spot, and kneeling on the ground he offered 
up an earnest prayer to God for help in that great 
hour of need and especially for his country's eman- 
cipation from British rule, and for it to be made a 
great, free and independent nation. That prayer 
was answered and on the fourth day of the next July 
we will celebrate the one hundred and thirty-f ourtii 
anniversary of our American independence. Tes, 
God hears and answers prayer, for He said : " Call 
upon Me in the day of trouble and I will deliver 
thee and thou shalt glorify Me." 

The Constitution of the United States 
When the founders of our republic met in that 
historic federal convention which convened in 1787 
for the purpose of framing the Constitution of the 
United States, Geoige Washington was in the chair. 
Eenjamin Franklin made a motion that was carried. 
It was that the convention should not only be 
opened every day with devotional exercises but it 
should pray daily for providential direction in fraiU' 
ing 80 important a document as the Constitution of 
the United States. The reenlt was the production 
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of a constitution tha,t has elicited tlie astoniahmeiLt 
and admiration of the sobolarship and statesman- 
ship of the world. No wond^ 1 It was given tia 
in answOT to prayer. 

Embroidery 

The immense contributioiis that prayer has made 
to OUT national welfare and onr American civiliza- 
tion the historian will never be able to correctly 
record. Our comitry has had the beautifol and 
strong embroidery of prayer woven and interwoven 
through the warp and woof of its entire national 
life from its discovery in 1492 down to the active, 
throbbing, commercial civilization of the year 1910. 

Queen Victoria 

When Queen Victoria's father waa dying he had 
his attendants to prop him np in bed ajid while he 
was there rapidly sinMng into death, he sent for his 
little babe, Victoria^ and taking her in his old arms 
he prayed : " Oh, God, if this child lives to become 
queen of England, grant that she may rule this 
kingdom in the fear of God." When he had fin- 
ished his prayer the child was taken away. Soon 
afterwards he died. But his prayer was answered, 
as every one familiar with the last fifty years of 
English history can testify. More misaioDary en- 
terprises were inaugurated and set on firm founda- 
tions during the reign of Queen Tictoria than 
during all ^vious history of the race. English 
civilization passed through a greater process of 
purification and exercised a more powerful infinenoe 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



over the other nationa of the earth in tiie elevatioB 
of ihsii civilizatioiL during this time than ever be- 
fore in the history of the kingdom. So the prayer 
of the dying man dashed through half a century, 
transforming with its magic powers the nations of 
the earth. 

Hordecai and Esther 

*' Call upon Me in the day of trouble and I will 
deliver thee and thoa ahalt glorify Ue." Ahaso- 
eroB was king of Persia, SIS B. o. It is thesnpposi- 
tion that he is the Xerxes of whom we are told in 
secular history. Queen Esther, his wife, was a 
very beautiful womau and a Jewess by nationality. 
Her cousin Mordecai, who was also her foster-father, 
was in the employment of the king at this time. 
He overheard two men plotting to kill iha king and 
sent to Ahasuerus the information concerning the 
conspiracy. The conspirators were captured and 
executed and the king's life was saved. Abasnems 
forgot to reward Mordecai for this great act of kind- 
ness, although a minute account of the oonspiraty, 
the execution of the conspirators and the fidelity 
of Mordecai to the king in saving his life, was faith- 
fully recorded in the book of chronicles or the his- 
tory of the Persian kingdom, and still Mordecai was 
not rewarded. Oh, how often in this wicked old 
world of selfishness and mn are the just rewards of 
true merit too frequently forgotten. 

Hainan was a wicked, proud, ambitious man, who 
at this time occupied a high official position in the 
Persian kingdom, next to the king. He required 
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the king^B employees to bow down to him as he 
paased by and to do him a peculiar reverence. This 
Mordecai refused to do because he knew it was 
wrong. TT^i.Tnii.Ti became so angry on aoooont of 
this that he not only desired to kill Mordecai but to 
kill every Jew in Persia. In order to accomplish this 
he mnst get the king's permission and indnce him to 
sign a decree to this effect. This he managed to do 
by Trmlring the king believe that the Jews were 
enemies to bim and to his kingdom. The king and 
the Persian kLngdom received a large revenue from 
their Jewish subjects, so to destroy them would be 
a great financial detriment to Persia. H ama n, 
being a very rich man, a multi-millionaire, proposed 
to remedy any financial injury that might come to 
the kingdom in the destmction of the Jews, by 
giving it from his own treasnry the large sum of 
$20,000,000. Ahasuerus refused to receive the |20,- 
000,000 and without it readily signed the death- 
warrant of the Jews and the day was appointed for 
their destruction, the king not Imowing or realizing 
when he signed it that his wife belonged to the 
Jewish nation. 

Mordecai, Esther and the rest of the Jews who 
lived in Shushan, the Persian capital, observed a 
three days' fast daring which they prayed earnestly 
to God for deliverance in this, their time of trouble. 
And Gk>d has said : " Call upon Me in the day of 
trouble and I wUl deliver thee and thou dialt 
glorify Me." " God is not slack concerning His 
promises as some men connt slackness." He heard 
and answered their prayers and it was just as true 
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then as it was five centuries afterwards when Jesus 
clothed the truth in human language by saying: "If 
two of you shall agree on eai^h touching anything 
they shall ask it shall be done for them, of My 
Father which art in hearen." Mordecai and Esther, 
two persons on earth, were praying to God for the 
salvation of their people and Grod was answering 
their prayers. 

One night during this season of fasting and 
prayer, the king Ahasuerus had a severe attack of 
insomnia. He could not sleep. To find relief dur- 
ing those hours of sleeplessn^s and restlessness, he 
had read to him the chronicles of his kingdom, es- 
pecially, no doubt, the many occurrences that had 
transpired during his own eventful reign. While 
reading to him the history of the conspiracy, the 
execution of the conspirators, and the faithfulness of 
the brave Mordecai, who in its discovery and de- 
struction had tiiereby become chiefly instrumental 
in saving the king's life, the king inquired if, for 
this noble act, Mordecai had ever been rewarded. 
They told him that he had received no reward 
whatever. The king immediately decided to re- 
waM him, and to confer upon him such honours as 
one would naturally expect a king of Ahasuerus' 
rank and standing would confer on a man who had 
been instrumental in saving his life. What was the 
cause of the king's wakefutness that night? What 
was it that caused him at this time to have read in 
his hearing the chronicles of his kingdom? What 
was it that caused him to become so strangely im- 
pressed while listening to the reading of the oon- 
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spiracy and made him immediately form the de- 
cision that the man who had saved his life should 
so certainly be rewarded ? It was none other than 
thespiritof the living Ood moving on Us heart and 
mind in answer to the earnest prayers of Esth^ 
and MordecaL They were in trouble and were 
praying to Him for deliverance, for He has said : 
" Call npon Me in the day of Izouble and I will de- 
liver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me/* And He 
has also said that " The king's heart is in the hands 
of the Lord, as the rivers of water He tnmeth it 
whithersoever He wiU." They were praying and 
Glod was turning the heart of the king in the di- 
rection of right, in the way He would have it 
to go. 

Haman's hatred for Mordecai was so bitter and 
his dedre to kill him bo intense that he planned for 
him to be executed even before the day arrived for 
the destruction of the Jews. He had constructed a 
gallows seventy-five feet high on which to hang 
Uordecai, and had hastened on to the palace to se- 
cure the king's consent to his execution. He 
arrived there jnst as the king decided to reward 
Mordecai for saving his life. Ahasuerus, learning 
that Haman desired to come into his presence, im- 
mediately gave him an audience and requested him 
to suggest the kind of honour the king should con- 
fer upon the one he desired to greatly favour. 
Haman, supposing himself to be the one to be hon- 
oured, suggested honours of the highest character. 
He was then told by the king that Mordecai was 
the fovoured one upon whom these honours would 
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be conierred and that Hamaa in conferring them 
upon bira was to be the chief participant. Nothing 
ooald have more chagrined, humiliated and injured 
the pride of the proud and wicked TT;i.Tnan than suoh 
Btari;ling and unpleasant news, coming to him, too, 
from the king himself and concerning the very 
man he was jdanning to hang. Queen Esther, 
having an opportunity a few hours afterwards, 
improved it by telling the king of the great calam- 
ity liiat was so soon to be&ll her and her nation — 
how they were to be cmelly massacred and wickedly 
murdered by the people of Persia and how he him- 
self had been deceived by the wicked Haman into 
signing tiieir death-warrant. This so surprised and 
angered the king tiiat he ordered the immediate 
execution of Haman. He was hung on the very 
gallows that he had just constructed for the hang- 
ing of Mordecai This is certainly a splendid exe- 
gesis of the language of Jesus when He said : " With 
what measure ye mete it shall be measured to yon 
again." On the very gallows where he intended to 
hang the innocent Mordecai he was himself hung. 
The very evil that you would do another shall be 
done to you and the very good you would do an- 
other yon shall yourself receive. "Give and it 
shall be given you." You reap what yon sow in 
the unchangeable laws of the universe of God. 80 
the Jewish people, instead of being exterminated, 
were exonerated — instead of suffering persecution, 
adversity and death, they were given joy, prosperity 
and lif & Mordecai was elevated to a high official po- 
sition in the Persian government. King Ahasnerus 
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preeeated to Qneeo Esther the large and wealthj 
estate of the wicked Hainan, and over the estate 
Hordeoai was given the position of chief superin- 
tendent. The Persian Jews became so honoored, 
prosperooB and respected that a great many Persian 
Gentiles became Jews through the system of prose- 
lyting tbat they might be numbered with tbif 
peculiarly favoured people. Surely "All things 
work together for good to them that love God," 
and " All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer believ- 
ing ye shall receive," and " Godlinees is profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life tliat 
now is and Uiat which is to come." Bemember it. 
It will do yon good. God is jost as able, anxioos 
and willing, now, as He was then, to verify His 
promise, " Call npon Me in the day of trouble and I 
will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify Me." 



King Frederick VTiUiam lU 
Becolar as well as satn^ history fomifiheB as 
many remarkable examples of the wonderful an- 
swers of Giod to the earnest prayers of men. Bang 
Frederick William III of Prussia, for the crime of 

treason, imprisoned Ck>ont M in the prison 

dungeons of Olatz. The guilty count's only com- 
panion was bis Bible, a book he seldom read, f^ 
he was not a Christian and did not believe its 
truths. He had been a prisoner a long time. 
One night when he was unusually lonesome he re- 
membered having heard some one say in the days 
gone by that the Bible was a book of comfort, so, 
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pickiiig it Qp, he b^;an taming over its leaves and 
looked at its pages by the dim light of the dungeon 
lamp, to see if he oonld find in it anywhere a soli- 
tary word of consolation. His eye fell upon the 
fifteenth verse of the fiftieth Fsalm : " Call apon 
He in the day of trouble and I will delivra thee and 
thou shalt glorify Me." 

" Well," he said, " that certainly applies to my 
case, for I am in trouble, in double trouble; in 
spiritual trouble in that I am a sinner — ^in temporal 
trouble in that I am a prisoner." 

So for the first time since the days of his child- 
hood the proud count knelt and prayed to 6od for 
help. "While he prayed the peace of God came into 
his heart and dwelt there, and he knew Uiat he was 
a Christian. He was delivered from spiritual bond- 
age and he was happier than he had ever been be- 
fore in all his life. That same night like King 
Ahasueras of old, King Frederick William III 
could not sleep. He wfe tired, weary, worn and 
restless. He prayed to Grod for one hour's rest in 
sleep from weariness, restlessness and pain. Hia 
prayer was granted and he awoke refreshed, rested 
and grateful to God. Then he said to his queen, 
Louise, " Who in all my kingdom has wronged me 
most ? Tell me who he is and I will forgive him." 

" It is Count H in the prison of Glatz," she 

replied. 

"Send word for his immediate release," com- 
manded the king. 

His orders were obeyed and the count's prayers 
were answered, and he glorified God for a double 
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deliverance — an emancipation from the bcmda^ 
of sin and the emancipation from the prisons of 
Glatz. " Call upon He in the day of troable and I 
will deliver thee and thon sfaalt glorify Ue," was a 
promise he had tested and found to be true. Ob, 
do we not too frequently imderrate the value of the 
promisee of God ? They were made to us and we 
should trust them, for tJiey are aa true aa the God 
by whom they were made. 

'* Btending on the pcomlM ti CbrU, nj Eing^ 
Tliroogli etenwl agM lat Hia pralaM ring. 
QI0T7 in the hlgbeat I will aboat and ling, 
Standing on U>e promiMS ot Q«d." 



The New York Bank Cashier 

A certain New York bank cashier who waa noted 
t<xe his honesty, integrity and his truesess to what 
was right in the transaction of business, discovered 
one day that his books would not balance. They 
showed a financial deficiency of several thousand 
dollars for which he could not account. He alone 
had charge of the books. No one else ever touched 
them. He had posted them with mathematical 
accuracy. Of this *he was sure. He knew that 
he had made no mistakes with his figures, but still 
tiie books unmistakably ^owed a large financial 
deficit. What was the matter ? He knew that he 
had been very hon^ and that he had not misap- 
propriated one dollar of the bank's money. But 
there it was ; the books would not balance, and to 
all appeanmoes he was a defaulter. It was daring 
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the era of embezzlements, bank swindlee and de- 
falcations. The world was su^icious and woold 
readily and willingly brand him as a thief. What 
was he to do ? On the morrow the bank examiner 
woold visit his bank, ezamine his accounts, and 
proclaim him a defaulter. As bis books now stood 
this resnlt was inevitable. After a sleepless night, 
he arose early the next morning, in an agony of 
spirit, went into the directors' room and there on 
his knees for one long hour he pled bis case 
before God. At last a de%htful calm came to bis 
troubled mind, a sweet peace came into his vety 
heart, and his entire being rejoiced with a strange 
satisfaction that he had never before experienced. 
Arising from his knees and going to the money 
safe, as if guided by an invisible hand, he took 
out an old blotter that had not been used for scane 
time which opened on pages of accounts that had 
evidently not been copied, pages of unposted ac- 
oounta This providential discovery made the 
accounts balance, cancelled the financial deficit, 
vindicated the cashier, showed the faithfulnees of 
God and the veracity of His promise : " Call upon 
Me in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee 
and thou shalt glorify Ma" There would be less 
trouble in this old world of sin if we trusted con- 
tinually and faitiifally in the promisee of God. 



' StBodlng on the icwDia«a tiul oanBot lltU, 
When the bowling etornu of donbt md few ttmO, 
Bf the living word ot God we eholl prerall. 
Standing on the loomlaw of Ghid." 
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The Firefly end the Lost Receipts 
A poor man with a large family whose house rent 
was to him a considerable financial expense, por- 
{^lased a home, for which he waa to pay |1,000 in 
yearly installments. Dnring his lifetime he man- 
aged to pay (900, leaving at his death a balance of 
(100 for his widow to pay. After paying his fnn^ial 
expenses and settling other debts against the estate, 
she managed by practicing great industry and rigid 
economy to acoomulate the $100. With it she 
went to the creditor to make the last payment and 
secm^ a deed to her home. But she was in- 
formed that nnlees the receipts for the (900 pre- 
viously paid could be produced she could not 
receive a deed and that her home would also be 
sold for debt. She returned home in great distress 
of mind for she was not sure that she oould find 
the receipts, and what in the wca-ld woold she and 
her children do if they should be so cruelly robbed 
of their home that they so much needed? The 
distressed woman sean)hed the house through and 
through for them but they could not be found. 
They seemed to be entirely lost What was she to 
do ? Her little boy suggested that Ood oould help 
them find the receipts, so he thought the beet 
thing for them to do would be to pray. She called 
her children around her and kneeing with them 
in her home that she was, it seemed to her, to so 
soon unjustly lose, she prayed to God for help in 
this her day of trouble. Just as they arose from 
theur prayers a brilliant firefly darted into the 
house through the open window, and, fiying around 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



70 

the room several times, settled down at last imder 
an old chest The children were anzioiis to catdi 
the fly, and as thejr moved the chest to catch it, 
out fell the lost receipts. An angel from heaven 
could not have more successfoUy and opporttinely 
shown them their whereabouts than this straying 
firefly. The foDowing day the receipts for the 
$900 with the additional $100 were delivered 
to the plutarch creditor who reluctantly gave them 
a warranty deed to their home and sent them back 
to it with hearts of rejoicing. Every one of that 
fatherless family believes and will always believe 
that God hears and answers prayer, and that He 
is especially true to His promise : " Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble and I wlU deliver thee and 
thou shalt glorify Me." 



Atmosphere of Prayer 
Among the many elegant forms of insect life 
knovni to the science of entomology is a little crea- 
ture with which naturalists are p^fectly familiar. 
It has the peculiar power of instantaneously col* 
lecting about it a sufficiency of atmosphere as to 
nialce for it a substantial armour of protection. 
Thoroughly clothed in this transparent vesture of 
safety it plunges into a pool of water and dives to 
its very bottom. It can be easily seen swimming 
here and there, sometimes near the top, sometunes 
near the bottom of the pool, thoroughly dry, en- 
tirely safe, perfectly protected from any d^truo- 
tive influfflices of the liquid body by which it is 
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gnrroonded. The waters of the pool may be stag- 
nant, poisonoos, and death to all forms of insect 
life with which it comes in contact, but this little 
creatnre arrayed in its life-saving garments of 
atmosphere defies death and laughs at deetmcticm 
amid its life-destroying environments. 

Among the many elegant forms of terrestrial 
life known to the scientists of biology is a strange 
little creature with which we are all perfectly 
familiar, whom God has named man. He has the 
peculiar power of instantaneonsly collecting about 
him a sufficiency of the atmosphere of prayer to 
malce for him a substantial armour of protection. 
Thoroughly clothed in this transparent vesture of 
safety he plunges into the whirlpools of secular 
bnsiaesa and dives to the very bottom of the dangers 
of the world. He can easily be seen going here and 
there, to and fro, in the world. Sometimes at the 
golden top of prosperity, sometimes at the darkened 
depths of adversity, thoroughly pure, entirely safe, 
pOTfectly protected, from any and all of the destruc- 
tive influences of the wicked world by which he is 
stUTOonded. The world about him may be stagnant 
with sin, poisonous with vice, and death itself, to 
all forms of prayerless spiritual life, with which it 
comes in contact^ still, tt^ little creature, man, ar- 
rayed in his life-saving garments of prayer, defies 
death, and laughs at destruction amid his many life- 
destroying environments. Prayer brings the omnip- 
oteat powers of the omnipresent Ood into requisi- 
tion for man's protection. Praise God for the 
privilege of prayer I 
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The Christian Lawyer 
An eminent Christian lawyer disoovered one day 
that he had lost some very valuable 1^^ papers 
and that he had lost thsm at a very critical time, 
as they would be neoessary in the just dedsion of a 
very important case to be tried at the court-bouse 
the next morning at nine o'clock. He searched bis 
office through and through bnt they could not be 
found. Secretary and mon^ safe, waste-basket 
and old files and every place and ev^ comer 
where they could be possibly concealed were 
thoroughly searched but no trace of the missing 
papers could by any means be discovered. He slept 
Vffly little that night The nest morning upon 
entering bis office he threw himself upon his knees 
and in earnest prayer called on the Infinite One to 
help him if possible in finding the lost papers, so 
that the innocent, the persecuted and the opja-eesed 
might receive justice in the argument of the trial 
and final decision of the important case so soon to 
be called by the judge. He arose from bis knees 
with a strange faith, fearlessness and satisfaction 
filling his heart. At exactly a quarter before nine 
a stranger entered bis office and Wnded him a parcel 
which he opened and found to contain the lost 
papers. Consequently the case was called, tried 
and decided according to the laws of justice and 
right, as determined by the evidence contaiued in the 
Btnwgely lost but opportunely found legal papers, and 
God was glorified. This lawyer frequently declared 
that men too often make the sinful mistake of not 
praying over the minute affairs of every-day life. 
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■* I know from experienoe," he empbatioally de- 
clared, " that Qod hears and answers prayer. That 
His promisee are trae, and especially the one which 
says : ' Call upon Me in the day of troable and I 
will deliver thee and thou sbalt glorify Me.' " 

The Asbestos Robe of Prayer 

AsbestoB is an inoombostible material, a material 
that cannot be set (hi fir& Firemen, members of 
the city fire companies, frequently wear gloves and 
garments mano&ctared from asbestos, so that in 
coming in contact with firebrands, flames and 
blazing fagots of burning buildings they do not 
run the risk of danger that would naturally reenlt 
tvcaa wearing cloUiing manufactured £rom oom- 
bnstible materials. 

The asbestos robe of prayer is an incombustible 
robe of righteousness that cannot be set on fire with 
sin. Christians, earnest and faithful followers of 
oar Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, continually wear 
the asbestos robe of prayer, so that coming in con- 
tact with the fiery trials, the flaming temptations 
and blazing fagots of sin in this old wicked world 
of Christian antagonisms, they do not run the risk 
of rdigious d^uiger and spiritual death that would 
naturally result from wearing the flimsy clothing 
of a prayerlees human life. For 

" Bcatoaiiiliig pnjer we oeaM to flgbt, 
Pntyer mokei the CliriatUui'* srnurnr Mfijit, 
And Satan tremblM when he mm 
Hw wBftkeM Mini npon hii knMe. " 
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The Temple on Fire 

A magnificCTit Protestant church was built in & 
large eastern city after that peculiar style of 
arcbitecture that catised the people to call it the 
temple. One day the fire-alarmB sounded out to 
the different fire companies the ertartlilig news that 
the temple was on fire. In a very short time, the 
firemen, clothed in gloves and garments of asbestos, 
were climbing their ladders to the top of the temple 
and bringing into requisition the water power, 
extinguished the flames that in a few moments 
would have destroyed this beautiful temple 
forever. 

Every homan body in this world was created to 
be the temple of the Holy Ghost, in which He was 
to continually dwell with mighty power. The 
alarms have sounded through the length and 
breadth of this world the startling news that many 
of these temples are on fire with tiie consuming con- 
flagrations of sin. Let every Christian, man, 
woman and child in this world, clothed in the 
asbestos paraphernalia of prayer, climb the ladder of 
supplication to the very throne of God and linger 
there in importunate petition until the waters of 
eternal life fall in esting^hing powers upon the 
flames of sin that vrill inevitably, unless we oometo 
the rescue, destroy these temples forever. 



" Pnyer makM tiis darkened dond witbdnw ; 
Pmjsr climbed the ladder Jaoob mw, 
GiTGB ezBToiBe to futb and lore 
And brings every bleering from ^lore." 
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The Young Lfady Hisuonary 

Several years a^ in Chicago a Christiaii joxag 
lady taught an interesting Sundaj-school class in 
one of the large churchee of that city. She had 
been instnunental in the conversion of most all of 
her scholars and was deeply anxious for their 
gpiritnal welfare. She became the wife of a for- 
eign miaaionary and was soon to go with her hus- 
band to engage in foreign missionary work in 
Chioa. She was anxious to secure a competent 
suooeesor to teach her class. Her brother was not 
a Christian. She asked him to give his heart to 
Christ and then to take charge of her Sunday- 
school class, but he positively refused to become a 
Christian or to be identified in any way with the 
Snnday-schooL This drove her to earnest prayer, 
and, going to her room, she knelt before Ood and 
prayed earnestly for her brother's salvation, and for 
a teacher for her class. Several days went by and 
to all appearances she was not to receive an answer 
to her prayers. At last the very day arrived when 
she and her hnsbfuid were to take their departure 
for China. They were all very sad that morning 
for they did not know that Uiey would ever see 
one another again. Her father conducted the 
family worship that morning as usual, but during 
the prayer he broke down and wept. Her brother 
got up from his place at the family altar and went 
up-stairs to his room. She was soon ready to go 
and the carriage was at the door to drive her to 
the railway station. She had told them all good- 
bye except her brother. 
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"Where is my brother?" she asked. "I vast 
to tell him good-bye." 

Just thai the stair door opened and he entered 
the room. Patting his arms aroond his sister'a 
neck he kissed her and said : 

" Sister, five minutes ago, up-stairs in my roomi, 
I was converted. I am a Christian now aiui I will 
take charge of yoor Sunday-school class." 

Those who are familiar witii the incident say 
that if it was possible he became a better teaohw 
than his noble predecessor. Surety God hears and 
answers the prayers of His praying children. '* All 
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer believing 
ye shall receive," is the wonderful language of the 
Sonof Ood. 

One Great Doctrine 

" The Lord is nigh onto all them that call npcm 
Him, to all that call apon H im in truth." The 
Bible teaches us in the above language the great 
doctrine of God's omnipresence, that He is every- 
where. And it also teaches us liiat He is especially 
near to those who pray to Him, to those who pray 
to Him in earnest For it says: "The Lord is 
nigh nnto all them that call upon Himj to all that 
oall upon Trim in truth." 

Spurg^on's Experience 

A few years before his death Mr. Spuigeon said : 

" I am constantly witnessing the most unmietak- 

able instances of answers to prayer. My whole 

life is made up of them. To me they are so 
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familiar as to oetue to excite my surprise, bat to 
many they woald seem manrelloas indeed. Why, I 
ooold no more doubt the effloaoy of prayer ibaxi I 
conld doabt the law of gravitation. The one is as 
mooh of a fact to me aa the other, oonstantly vm.- 
fled every day I live." 

Huller'8 Testimonial 

A few yeara before George Mailer went to 
heaven, he gave os this very trnthfol and comfort- 
ing testimonial concerning prayer. He said: "I 
have had so many prayers answered, so very, very, 
very many, that I not only conld reckon Ihem by 
the hondreda and the thousands, bnt by the tens of 
thousands. And if I should say that during ^e 
fifty-foor years and nine months that I have been a 
Christian that I have had 30,000 prayers answered 
in the same hour or day that the requests were 
made, I wonld state nothing more or lees than an 
honest truth in the eight of God. Yery often be- 
fore leaving my room in the morning I have had 
prayers answ^^ that were offered that same 
morning, besides receiving five or six more answers 
to additional prayers offered during the same day. 
So I am sure that I can safely say that daring the 
several years of my Christian life I have had at 
least 30,000 prayers answered in the identical day 
they were offered.'* 

Abraham Lincoln 

Abraham Lincoln once said : " There have been 
many times in my life when I have been driven to 
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my knees in prayer to God, with the oTerwhebmng 
conviction that iixere was nowhere else in all the 
wide world for me to go for help. My own 
wisdom and the wisdom of all about me seemed 
absolutely insufficient to assist me, even in the 
Bmalleat de^;ree, in the correct solution of the dif- 
ferent problems of those dark and dismal days of 
triaL But I remembered that the good Lonj has 
said in the Bible tiisA : ' If any of you lack wis- 
dom let him ask of Gk>d who giveth to all meai 
liberally and upbraideth not and it shall be given 
him.* And I knelt down and asked of God and 
my prayers were answered, for some iuTisible power 
outside of me helped me in solving the problems of 
the day. 

*' Oh, yes," he said, " I know that God answers 
"pacy&Cy for He has answered mine a great many 
difFerent times during the eventful years of my 
life." 

John Quincy Adams 

It is said of good old John Quincy Adams, the 
sixth president of the United States, that he would 
never go to sleep at night until he had repeated 
that very simple prayer, learned in the days of his 
early diildhood, the old familiar 

" Now I lay me dovn to sleep, 
I pnj Tbee, Lord, my moI to keep. 
If I ehonld die before I wake, 
I pray Thee, Loid, my wml to lake," 

Borne way or another he attributed his political 
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promotions to hia religions devotions. He actually 
believed that he would never have been president 
if he had not been a firm believer in the power of 
prayer. The apostle has said : " He that spared 
not His own Son, but dehvereth Him up for us aU, 
how shall He not with TTim also freely give us all 
things." I do believe that if Glod loved us enough 
once to give His only begotten Son for our salva- 
tion, He certainly loves as enough yet to give us 
that salvation to^y with all its accompanying 
blessings. 

Stonewall Jackson 

Some one inquired of one of Stonewall Jackson's 
soldiers the secret of the general's power over his 
men. 

*' How does he manage to induce them to make 
SQoh long marches, and to do such fighting and 
keep them so completely under his control ? Does 
he abuse them, punish them, swear at them, or what 
does he do ? " 

" No, sir," rephed the soldier, " Stonewall Jack- 
son does not swear, he does not abuse. He is the 
kindest commander to his soldiers you ever saw.'* 

" Well, what does he do then ? " asked the in- 
quirer. 

"He just prays, that's aU. We always know 
when we are to have a long march or a hard battl^ 
because Stonewall always does such long hard pray- 
ing." 

Then is it not true that the reason he had such 
an influence with men was because he bad such an 
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influence with God ? And if we would have an in- 
fluence over men to do them good, we must have 
an influence over Qod in earnest prayer. If, like the 
Confederate general, we do a great deal of long, 
hard praying, the long marches over the roads of 
time will seem shorter, and the hard battles of hu- 
man life will seem easier, for Qod will help us 
march and God will fight onr battles. For has He 
not invited us to " come boldly to a throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need " ? And He also said that : " He is 
nigh onto all them that call upon Him, to all that 
call upon Him in truth." 

Keep on Praying 

The Wealeyan Methodist, an English paper, tells 
OS of James Smith, a dissipated man, who worked 
in a navy-yard in England. He had a good wife 
and little boy who lived with him and loved him 
r^ardless of his dissipations. They had clung to 
him in his continual drunkenness and done the best 
they could, amid the avrful surroundings of a 
drunkard's home. But the wife and mother, being 
a frail, delicate woman, soon broke down vnth sick- 
ness and grief. She was sick but a short time 
when death came and took her away. The little 
boy was left alone without the much-needed care of 
his precious mother, to endure the n^lect and cruel 
treatment of a drunkard father. After the death 
of his wife, sorrow kept him sober for several weeks, 
but he soon took to drink again and seemed to get 
worse than he had ever been before. More blas- 
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phemous, more cruel to his little boy, more beastly 
in his dissipations, until he appeared to be changed 
by the iniemal powers of strong drink from a ho- 
man father to a heartless demon. One night he 
awoke frtnu bis drunken slumbers, a veiy nnosoal 
thing for him to do at such an hour. He heard a 
strange noise and lay perfectly atill and listened. 
It was the voice of his motherless boy praying by 
his bedside. He wa^ saying : " Oh, God, please 
save my papa and make l^im a good man. Don't 
let him get drunk any more, for Jesus' sake." He 
did not let his little boy know that he had heard 
hia prayer. He could not sleep any more that 
night but arose early in the morning and went to 
his work. He worked hard all day and came home 
early that night perfectly sober, without having 
touched a drop of liquor while aivay. He looked 
at bis poor little motherless boy and his heart 
melted. He called the little fellow to him and 
said : " Johnnie, what put it into your head last 
night to pray for your worthless old father ? How 
did you come to pray for me ? " 

" I prayed for you, papa," Johnnie replied, " be- 
cause I love you. Besides I have been going to 
Sunday-school this month and my Sunday-school 
teacher told me that God said in the Bible ' Honour 
thy fathw and thy mother.' " 

" Then keep on praying, my boy, keep on pray- 
ing," said the old drunkard ; " your dead mother 
taught you to pray, and she is in heaven to4ay 
and you are down here with your miserable old 
fatJier, and, my boy, you need to pray, and since I 
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heard 70a praj \ast night, I have been praying my- 
seU that God wonld make me a better man." 

Well, the prayer was answered, and from that 
time on James Smith became a steady, sober, kind, 
Christian man, a blessing to his little boy and a 
useful mranber of the chorch. Have yon been 
praying for the salvation of some one, or for some- 
thing to transpire that would advance the kingdom 
of God in the world ? If you have, keep on pray- 
ing and CkA will answer your prayers. Then the 
object of your petitions will be saved and the thing 
you desired to have transpire will surely occur, for 
Ood hears and answers prayer. For " All things 
whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing ye shall re- 
oeiva" 

A Ship on the Ice 

One season several years ago a captain, with his 
splendid ship, sailed out from the city of Buffalo 
quite early in the spring, while there was yet oon- 
Edderable ice on Lake Erie. He had a large cai^ 
of passengers on board and the ship moved nicely 
until it was a long distance from the shora Sud- 
denly the captain discovered to his great horror 
that they were completely surrounded by ioe that 
was rapidly closing in upon them on all sides and 
that the only thing they could now possibly expect, 
if this cOTitinued, was death and destruction. He 
called aU the passengers and as many of the sailors 
as could be spared from their poets into the cabin 
and told them that the ship would certainly be lost 
unless Qod came to their rescue. He said : " I am 
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not a Christiaa man myself, bat I do belieTe that 
God will answOT prayer." 

So they all knelt down and prayed that God would 
come to their aid and save them from the death 
and diaaater by which they were threatened. They 
finished their prayers and went back on deck to 
look at the leagues and leagaee of ice that the wind 
had driven npon them, when the man at the wheel 
shouted: "It's all right, captain. The wind is 
blowing north by northwest now." 

While they were praying in the cabin, the wind 
had changed in another direction and had blown the 
ice ont of the way, 

"Shall I put on more sail, captain?" asked the 
mate. 

" No, sir, don't touch her," responded the captain. 
" Stnne one else is Tnanng iTig this ship. Don't 
touch her. He is managing her jost right." 

Giod did manage the ship and He managed her 
exactly right to save them all, for He anchored her 
safe in bra destination barboor and no one's life was 
lost. Oh, man, woman, child, sorronnded on all 
sides by the freezing ice of trouble, miafortone and 
sin, lift youp hearts to God in earnest prayer for 
help and God will not fail yon for He will come uid 
save. He will bring you ont all right. And after 
many days you will eventually cast anchor in the 
destination harbour of the land of Eternal Li^t. 
While yon are praying the wild winds of fortune 
will suddenly change and God will manage the ship, 
for '* The Lord is nigh to all that call upon Him, to 
.idl that ^'b II upon TTim in trnth." 
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Prayer in Chest 
SometimeB the prayers of a paront are answered 
for the child long after t^e pamnt's death; long 
after the father or mother who prayed so earnestly 
for their child's salvation has gone away to heaven 
the child is converted. A Christiaa fath^ jnuyed 
eaniestly for the salvation of bis only son. The 
father was preparing to take a long journey to a 
distant city. He wrote the prayer, that he had so 
frequently made for his boy, on a piece of paper 
and locked it in an old of^ten chest that had its 
place in an upper room. After locking the prayer 
with some other valuable papers in the old oaken 
chest, he gave the key to his Christian wife and 
started on his journey. He never returned. While 
absent he was taken suddenly ill and died. Several 
years after the death of her husband, the wife and 
mother also died. Wbile on her dying^bed she gave 
the key of the old chest to her boy. The years 
went by, and, arriving at the state of manhood, he 
soon became so occupied with the things of this 
world that he f ot^t the QoA and the religion of 
his parents. He went far into sin and became a 
wicked, licentious, dissolute man. He still occupied 
the old homestead, and one day tiurough mere 
curiosity, he opened the old chest and examined 
its contents. He found his father's written prayer, 
the prayOT that had been so frequently offered for 
him so many years ago. He read it carefully, then 
threw it into the chest and locked it up. But he 
could not lock it out of his heart, for it burned there 
like a coal of fire, and the more he tried to dis- 
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miss it from his mind the more it clung to his 
mexaory and disturbed his troubled heart. Before 
the sun arose the next morning and poured its light 
upon the old homestead, he was a converted man 
and his father's prayers were answered. Pray for 
the children. Tell God about them. Call t^em by 
name. Your prayers will be answered and by pray- 
ing for them yon will have done for them a greater 
benefit than to have left Uiem a financial fortune of 
a million dollar legacy. You will have left them 
a spiritual legacy that will enrich their lives throu^ 
t^e trials of time and the ages of eternity. Dont 
neglect to pray for the childrmL 

The Gambler 

God does hear and answer prayer, the prayer of 
faitii, when it is offered in behalf of the refot^ 
mation and Uie regeneration of oar old sin-be- 
nighted world. 

A converted gambler arose in ihe Fulton Street 
prayer-meeting in New York and said : 

" I have been a very wicked man. I have led a 
rough, sinful, dissipated life. My Sabbaths have 
been spent in drinking, gambling and engaging in 
such deonoralizing amusements as were known to 
me to be the worst kind of Sabbath desecration. 
Uy companions have been the vilest, lowest and 
most disreputable oharaoters. Still it is a truth, as 
true as life, that there has not been a day dnring 
the last ten years that I have not remembered my 
mother's prayers, which she offered for me at my 
bedside when I was a little boy. And these prayers 
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have not only followed me and reformed me, but 
have made me a Christian.*' 

Oh, the power, perpetoity and the reformatory 
inflnenoe of a mother's prayer. A mother by means 
of an earnest prayer can reach her prodigal, waadet^ 
ing boy, no difference in what part of this wide, an- 
frioidly world he may be, and bring him back to 
home, to mother and to Christ. She does not know 
where her boy is but Qod does and reaching np 
with the hands of faith she can touch the eternal 
throne and God reaches down with the power of 
Bis spirit and touches that boy's heart and brings 
him back to his mother and to a bettra life. He 
may be alone, on Uie wide plains of the distant 
frontier, or mining for gold in the mines of the great 
West, or immersed iu care and business in the heart 
of the rushing oonunercial cities of the busy East, or 
on board a ship in mid- Atlantic pursuing a life of 
sin, but no difference where he is, or the occupation 
engaging Ids life, you. can reach him by means of 
earnest prayer and bring that boy to Christ Hear 
me now, and don't fotget it, that a mother's j^jeen 
are akin to Omnipotence Itself. 

Jacob's Importunity 
Jacob, the snpplanter, having swindled his 
brother Esau out of his birthright, and robbed him 
of his blessing, so incurred the di^leasnre of his 
Inrother that the revengeful threats of Esan were in- 
dicative of danger and Jacob was induced to leave 
his native land for a country of safety. After an 
absence of several years, he had married, become 
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rfoh and Qtod had given him a hrge family. With 
his flocks and his herds, hia-servants and his family, 
he was now retoming to the land of bis natirity. 
One day he was notified that bis brother Esau was 
ooming to meet him with 400 men. He felt sure 
tiiat bis brother was now certainly coming after the 
Icoig lapse of a generation to satiidiy a cruel revenge, 
to, no doubt, kill him and bis innocent family, to 
capture his herds, rob him of bis wealth and to repay 
him with the pent-up anger of many years for the 
cruel wrongs oF long ago. Jacob was greatly afraid 
and disturbed. He sent his family and all that he 
possessed over the river Jabbok, while he himself 
remained alone on the other side of the river to 
pray. He prayed all nig^t. He wrestled with 
God. And bis importunity was rewarded, for jost 
as the day was breaking and the sun was streaJdng 
with light the skies of the Orient, God gave him 
the assurance that his TprtLjer was answered. So 
lifting up his eyes he saw Esau coming with 400 
men, sweeping down upon them like a band of 
modem Bedouins, but when they drew near the 
warriors stopped, while Ksau ran to meet his brother 
Jacob and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 
they wept So the prayer force was eflSoient and 
Jacob not only oonqnered himself, but Esan, his 
warrior brother, by a night of importunate prayer 
and frat^nal greetings became the blessed sub- 
stitute for fratricidal blood. God has delegated to 
yon and to me the glorious privilege of utilizing the 
prayer force in mq^Tig enmity friendship and con- 
verting deetmctive antagonisms into oonstntctive 
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alliea For the Psalmist says : " When I cry onto 
Thee, then will my enraniee tarn back ; this I know, 
for God is with me." 

The Ommpoteocy of Prayer 
Ob, the omnipotenoy of prayer. What is it that 
prayer will not do ? AU things, everything, any- 
thing, whatsoeTer it wilL It can throw open the 
windows of heaven, swing shut the gates of heU, 
and accomplish results in the universe of God akin 
to Infinity Himself. It can put a holy restraint 
upon God, detain an angel from heaven's heights 
until it leaves its blessing, aikd defeat the adversary 
of God and man in his battle for human souls. 
Prayer can unlock the treasures of rain, soften the 
iron ribs of lock until they melt Into flowing rivers, 
and stop the earth in its circling orbit from spinning 
around the sun. It can stop the sun in its course, 
hold the moon in its place, the stars in the sky, and 
arrest the wild, unbridled winds and make them go 
with lightning speed to do God's holy wiU. Prayer 
has divided seas, rolled back rivers, quenched flrea, 
muzzled lions, disarmed vipers, antidoted poisons 
and marshalled the stars of heaven against earth's 
most wicked man. It has unlocked prison doors, 
brought souls from eternity, thrown open iron gates, 
and commanded a legion of mighty angels from 
heaven's towering heights. It has bridled and 
chained the raging passions of wicsked men, routed 
and defeated great armies of vice and, sin, and driven 
to confusion the atheistic thinkers, with all their 
learning, philosophy and art. Prayer has brought 
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one man from the bottom ci the sea, sent another 
man to heaven in a chariot of fire, and assisted the 
only begotten Son of Qod in redeeming onr fallen 
race. Oh, what is it that prayer cannot do? 
Then why do we not more often pray P But 

"What vwioua bindnmow wo nuat, 
Inoamingto the men^ aeak; 
Tet, wbo that knowi the wmHi ot j/njt€. 
But wUhea to be often tbue. 

"Fiver mokca the darkened dond witiidnnr, 
FiVBT climbed the ladder Jacob aw; 
QiTM ezeroiae to (alth and love 
Brloga erery bleiring from abore. 

" Beatnlnlng pnyet we oeaae to llgfat^ 
TiKjet makea the Ouietiaii'e armour brl^t l 
And Sftlan (remblee when he aeee 
Hw weakest nlnt npon hie kneea." 



Prayer aa Force 

Prayer as a force in this great oniTerse is not 
even approximately appreciated by all who engage 
in the performance of this necessary Christian daty. 
Especially to those persons who do not know G^ 
as a fother and a friend, is prayer a force in the 
oniverse fax beyond the powers of their conception. 

The Haterialiat 

The materialist would teach us to believe that 
the universe is a oniverse of law and that all that 
tntnspires in connection with it transpiree in ao- 
owdanoe with unvarying laws and that the very 
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idea that God will change the order of the univo'se 
for the porpose of answering the prayer of a mere 
mortal is in his eBtimation absolutely preposterous. 

Tbe Partial Believer 

But the partial believer in the power of prayer, 
attfflnpting to answer tbe materialiBts would say 
that the value of prayer is in its reflex influence, 
therefore it is well for os to pray because by so do- 
ing we bring ourselves into a more perfect harmony 
to God's loving plans concerning us. And the per- 
formance of the duty of prayer is a preparation of 
ourselves in the produotion of submission to tbe per- 
fect and holy will of God. But there is a great 
deal more than this in prayer as the Scriptures so 
plainly teach os, and every true Christian who has 
thoroughly tested the power of prayer can abun- 
dantly testify. 

The H^;net 
It is one of Grod's eternal laws that a magnet 
held over a bit of steel will act with potency 
against the law of gravity, causing the bit of ste^ 
to jump upward to the magnet in obedience to the 
law of attraction instead of going downwaid in 
obedience to the law of gravitation. In this case 
there is no confliotion or suspension of laws, but a 
harmonious coworking of the two laws, both at- 
tractive and operative in their ovm peculiar time 
and sphere. It is another eternal law of God that 
the prayer of faith shall be a force in the universe 
to eowork beneficently with all the other tftws o£ 
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ike tuuTerse in the production of reenlts and the 
accomplishment of objects that without the ezerdae 
and enf oroement of this law it is absolutely impOH- 
gible to aooomplish. 

A Storm at Sea 

A storm r&gss violently on the sea aooivding to 
the eternal laws of Qod, and the angry waves of 
the ragmg sea lift th^nselves aloft, and in obedi- 
ence to these same eternal laws wonld prove de- 
structive to the frail vessels that by those waves 
are tossed, were it not that oil from the deck of the 
imperilled ship is poured oat on the restlefls waves 
and makes them calm and still in accordance to 
another one of the eternal laws of the universe. 
No one is suffldently silly to suppose for a solitary 
moment that in this case there has been a sut^ieii- 
sion or oonfliotion of any of Clod's laws, bat only a 
harmoniously ooworking of them together in the 
production of necessary results. And the pnyer 
of faith is also a potent force in the laws of God 
and the government of His universe, not in the 
destruction and suspension of other laws but in a 
harmonious cowork^ together with them in the 
accomplishment of results that without the exeroise 
of this force wonld never have bad an existenca 
The prayer of faith as a force in the universe nmy 
resnlt in the staying of the tempest, healing the 
sick, feeding the hungry, guiding tiie ignorant, and 
the accomplishment of ten thousand other iresults 
if it is only brought into requisition hy t^e finite 
powers of manu And iUustratians «f this truth are 
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BO real, so vivid and bo freqnent in the ezperienoM 
of millions and millions of reverent believers in 
God, as the Qod of nature, who governs aocwrding 
to His eternal laws, that it may be truthfolly said 
Qod pity the praying Christian who doubts God's 
power or readiness to make good His promisee to 
answer prayer, which promisee are a law nnto Him- 
self and £Lis children aa long aa time shall last 
For " Gk>d is not slack oonceming His promises as 
some men count slackness." 

Throw Rock— Throw Prayer 

I can pick np a rock from the surface of the 
earth and horl it towards the heavens with all the 
powers of my physical being, and as certain as I 
throw it it vrill fall back again to the sm^ace of 
Hie earth in conformity to the eternal law of gravi- 
tation. I can pick up one of God's promisee from 
His precious word of truth, and assisted by it hurl 
the prayer of faith towards the heaven of my hopes 
into the ears of a prayer-hearing and a prayer- 
answwing God, vrith all the faith, power and fer- 
vency of a trusting soul, and as certain as I hurl it, 
its answer wiU fall back again to the surface of this 
earth on the object of my petitions, granting my 
requests and performing results beyond the most 
extravagant expectations of the petitions in con- 
formity to the eternal law of prayer, so forceful, so 
powerful, BO prominent, so active on this ]danet 
earth where God permits us to exist For He has 
said: "All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer 
believing ye shall receive." 
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Prajrer Changes Qod 

yfe sometimes hear it said that prayer does not 
change God. In a remote sense it is trae, bat in a 
more important sense it is false. Let as remember 
that Giod sent Isaiah to tell Hezekiah to pnfc his 
hoase in order because it was decreed that he 
should die. But Hezekiah prajed and wept and 
QoA sent Isaiah back to teU him that his prayer 
was heard and his tears were seen and God added 
fifteen years to his life. Qod in all of His plans 
has promised to answer prayer. Prayer in one 
sense changes God*s purpoeee, or the reenlts of His 
purposes, because to answer prayer is Qod'a 
greatest plan, His highest wish, His stroogest 



Ood's Laws 
God has not tied His hands with material laws 
so that He cannot hear and answer prayer, bo that 
He cannot reach forth and help His children when 
they call to Him for help. Material laws are the 
laws that control the material universe. God made 
them and He can control them. He is above 
them for He is tbeai master. He can enact new 
laws or suspend old laws and control them as He 
pleases and esecnte them at His will. The laws 
of the nniverse or the laws of nature are only God's 
way of running the universe or God's way of man- 
aging nature. The law of prayer is superior to all 
the physical laws that help to control the nniverse. 
And God has told us that because of its superiority 
all other laws will be temporarily suspended if 
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neoeesary, in order to its execntion. We can then 
very efksily arrive at the very rational eondnsion 
that God from the very beginning deliberatdy, 
wisely and intentionally made prayer a part of the 
wise plan of His great oniversa Instead of prayer 
being an intermption of QoA'b plan, it is only its 
fulfillment. Instead of prayer changing the divine 
will, it is only its ezecntion. Instead of prayer 
being a violation of Qod'a law, it is only its observ- 
ance in the highest sense, for prayer is the highest 
law in the lofty spiritual realm, subordinating all 
other laws as obedient and harmonious lovr&t 
laws of the Gtod-created realm. And do not for- 
get it that the greatest of harmony eliste in the 
oniverae when the prayer law is in command. 
Analogically speaking, every day we behold 
chemical law orermling mechanical law, sad vital 
law overruling chemical law, and moral law over- 
ruling all the other laws of the material creation. 
So let ns rejoice that the prayer law is master and 
Ood designs tiiat we should utilize it in the promo- 
tion of ourweUare and the advancement of His 
gknious kingdom in the world. For " Ask and ye 
shall receive " is the command of our Saviour. 

The Sun-Dial of Ahaz 
When "King Hezekiali was sick, tlie prophet Isaiah 
put the great law of payer into execution, and the 
high spiritual law of prayer, controlling the inferior 
laws of the material universe, the shadow on the 
sun-dial of Ahaz went back ten d^rees and his 
earnest prayer was miracolously answered. As- 
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tronmny chronologically agrees with bibliology 
that at tiie very time when King Hezekiah was 
siok, that the siin was in an eclipse or that there 
was Bome other kind of solar disturbance that af- 
fected the son's shadow on the earth. So science 
as well as Scripture furnishes us the best of evi- 
dence that the prophet's prayer received a miracu- 
louB answer. Thank God for the law of prayer 
that can do so much for ns. And the Bible com- 
mands OS to observe it, saying; "Be careful for 
notiiing but in everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known onto God." 

Joshua — Son— Mood 
When Joshua and his army were fighting a battle 
and winning a victory for the Lord, the sun was 
gcong down and the day was nearly spent, but the 
victtny was not yet won. Th^ needed additional 
daylight in which to do their fighting. The sun 
was in the west, the moon was in the east, the day 
was nearly gona " What shall we do ? '* was the 
question that confronted the armies of Israel 
Joshua put the law of prayer into execution and 
the sun stood still on Gibeon and the moon in the 
valley of Ajalon, while he conquered his niemies 
and won a victory for the Lord. When General 
Joehua executed the law of prayer the Hand Om- 
nipotent seized the sun by its golden bits and 
stopped him in his rapid race along the roads of 
heaven, and He put the brakes on her silver chariot, 
and the Queen of Heaven stood stilL Our heavenly 
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Fatber invitee os to pray telling ns to ''Gome 
boldlj to a throne of grace that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need." 
"All things are possible to him that believeth,** 
and the things that are impossible with men 
are possible with Ood for with God all things are 
possible. 

Harcua Aureliua 
MarcoB Aorelins was a Soman emperor who lired 
in the second centory. In the second Tolmue <tf 
the Anti-Nicene Christian library we read a very 
startling deecription of a miraculous deliverance of 
his army from destmction, in answer to the prayers 
of his Ohristian soldiers. He with his men were in 
the very heart of Germany, surroonded by the army 
of the wiemy, which numbered nearly a million of 
soldiers. Thran had been a fire days' water famine 
and his army was perishing with thirst The em- 
fexor, being a stoical heatiien, who despised the 
religion of Christ, frequently persecuted the Chris- 
tians. In his awful dilemma he called upon the 
heathen gods for help, but no help came. Then he 
called into his presence his Christian soldiers and 
said many omel and unkind things to them because 
they believed in Christ He commanded than to 
fight the enemy. They obeyed, but did not fight 
with material weapons, but prostrated themselves 
on the ground in earnest prayer. They prayed for 
the emperor, fear the salvation of the army, and for 
the immediate discomfiture of the enemy. Their 
IH^yers were answered. They had scarcely b^on 
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to pray when rain fell in refreahing showers upon 
the Bomans while a storm of hailstones so fell 
upon the enemy as to put them to rout and give the 
victory to Marcus Aurelius. He was so deeply im- 
pressed by this miraculons deliveranoe that he 
always believed that the Ohristian's God heard and 
answered prayer. He issued a proclamation and 
sent it to every province in his empire requesting 
his subjects to respect and honour the Christian's 
' Ood. Marcus Aurelius was bom in the year 131 
A. D. and died in the year 180 a. d., being fifty-nine 
years of age. He firioly believed to the day of his 
death that the Chnstian prayer had the power to 
oontrol and even change material creation and 
especially to call the clouds together and make it 
rain. It has been gloriously demonstrated in every 
centory since that the prayer force controls with a 
mighty superiority the laws that oontrol the ma- 
terial universe. 

Elijah Prayed for a Drouth 

Have we an example furnished us in the Scrip- 
tures where a Biblical character ever prayed for a 
drouth ? We read in the fifth chapter of James 
where it says that " The ^ectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much. Elijah was a man 
subject to like passions as we are and he prayed 
earnestly that it might not rain and it rained not 
on the earth for a space of three years and six 
months." G^od sent a drouth of three years and 
six months' duration in answer to Elijah's prayer. 
Why did Elijah desire a drouth ? The people had 
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gone away frtnn God into Baalism and dn and he 

believed that a drouth calamity would bring them 
to repentance and back to Qod again. And his be- 
lief was justified and hia prayers were uiswered, 
when by public exhibition, the power and omnipo- 
tenoy of God and the weakness and impotency of 
Baal were so Btrikingly demonstrated to the people 
that they all cried out : *' The Lord, He is Ood ; the 
Lord, He is Qod." 

Elijah Prays for Ralo 
Whoi did Elijah pray for raia? After they 
cried out: "The Lord, He is God ; the Lord, He 
is Gkid," and turned their hearts from the worship 
of Baal to the worship of Jehorah. Then Elijah 
went to the top of Oarmel and cast himself upon 
the ground, and placed his face between his knees 
and prayed to Qod for rain. He sent his serrant 
to look towards the sea and watch for an approach- 
ing rain-cloud. He returned and reported to Elijah 
that he saw no indication of rain whatever. Pos- 
sibly such a report would have discouraged us and 
we would have quit praying, but Elijah knew the 
value of importunity in prayer and told his serrant 
to go up and look seven times more. And at the 
seventh time be returned and reported that he saw 
a small cloud arising out of the sea like a man's 
hand. This small cloud was the harbinger of a 
great rain that soon fell upon the earth and termi- 
nated that long, destructive, devastating drouth. 
So God sends rain in answer to prayer, for here 
we have a Scriptural truth, and in Zechariah we 
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are oommaiuled to " Ask ye of the Lord rain.*' 
Ihsa to pray for rain is the will of QoA. acoGrding 
to tiie Scriptures. 

Governor Hardin's Proclamation 

ta the year 1875 the grasshoppers and the droath 
devastated Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska and Mis- 
souri. The governors of these states met in Omaha 
to consult in r^erence to the beet methods of 
meeting the conditions confronting the people. 
Gov. Charles 0. Hardin retmned home on the sev^ 
^teentii day of May and issued his famous proc- 
lamation to the people of Missouri to observe the 
third day of June as a day <tf fasting and prayer. 
The proclamation was generally observed and on 
the next day, June 4th, it began raining and the 
heavy downpours were like torrents, which con- 
tinued ontdl the earth was thoroughly saturated 
with water. By the eleventh day of June the 
grasshoppers had entirely disappeared from the 
state and have never returned. The farmers re- 
planted their com and one of the heaviest yields 
in the history of the state was the result. The 
two previous replantings had been totally destroyed 
by the grasshoppers and only eighteen inches of 
rain had fallen in the eighteen months previous to 
this time. Surely Qod hears and answers prayer. 
He that heard the prayers of EUjah on Carmel's 
top and brought an end to the dronth 3,000 years 
ago heard the prayers of the people of Miwouri 
aead broke up the drouth and drove away the grass- 
hoppers on the third day of Jane, 1S75. 
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Governor Dockery's Proclamation 
GoTernor Dockery issued a proclamation re- 
questing the people of the state of Miasouri to 
observe the twenty-first day of July, 1901, as a day 
of &8ting and prayer, that the rain might fall and 
the drouth be broken and the people saved from 
suffering. The day was oniversaUy observed. It 
was the driest, clearest and most intensely hot of 
any previous day of the droutby season and 
seemed to mock ihe people who w&te so earnestly 
praying for rain. The heavens appeared to be 
locked against them, but before five days had 
elapsed rain fell in refreshing showers, making the 
people to rejoice, teaching them that God hears 
and answers the earnest prayers of His faithM, 
praying children. 

Governor Savage 
Governor Savage of Nebraska issued a prodar 
mation requesting the people of his state to ob- 
serve Friday, July 26, 1901, as a day of fasting 
and prayer that rain might fall on their state and 
avert the awful drouth calami^ that threatened 
its people. The day was appropriately observed, 
and the people prayed to God for rain. The 
forenoon of the appointed day was dry, hot and 
cloudless, without the slightest indication of rain ; 
but during the afternoon the clouds began to gather 
and the rain b^an to fall and the most refreshing 
showers terminated that hot, protracted drouth that 
had so seriously injured the crops of the state. 
Surely Qod hears and answers prayer, and He that 
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iostraoted as to pray for our daily bread will answer 
OUT prayers when we pray for the rain that will 
bring our daily bread. He has also said: "Becaro- 
fill for nothing but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God." 

Hydrogen — Oxygen— Electric Spark 
Man can produce rain by mixing hydrogen and 
oxygen in certain proportions and passing an elec- 
tric spark through them. Cannot Ood do the 
same thing, the God who made hydrogen, o^gen 
and electricity and keeps them continnaUy in exist- 
ence by His power, can He not make it rain when 
He wills ? Certainly He can. He said He would 
in answer to the prayers of repenting, believing, 
troBting men. Man fills a vemel with the two 
elements of rain, then fuses them with an electric 
spark, which precipitates the rain-drops, and we 
say man has made it rain. Then is it impossible 
for God to fill the sky with these identical elements 
and fuse them with the Lightning bolt and water a 
state, a continent, or a world ? No, indeed, for 
the things that are impossible with men are possi- 
ble with God and with God all things are possible. 

A Commandment 
" Pray without ceasing." This is one of God's 
oommandmente and it deserves to be as highly es- 
teemed, as strictly obeyed, and as seriously con- 
sidered as any other divine commandment between 
the two lids of the blessed Sook oi Truth. 
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When God commanded us and said, " ThoD shalt 
not kill, ** His whole church on earth agreed that 
this injunction was perfectly right and also said, 
" "We must not kill for if we do we wiU commit a 
fdn by willfnlly violating the holy laws of God. 
Therefore we must not kilL'* 

Ood has also oonunanded us not to steaj, and we 
hear the endorsing voice of His universal oharoh oa 
earth agreeing that this injunction is also perfectly 
right, that we must not steal, for if we do we will 
commit a sin by willfully violating the holy laws 
of God. Therefore we must not steal 

And BO with all the commandments of the deca- 
logne. God's church on earth bdievee in observing 
them with a perfect obedience. Bnt when God oom- 
manded it " to pray without ceasing," it shook its 
head intaredulously and declared that it could not do 
this, that the ta^ was too difficult, and that Gh>dwajs 
requiring of it an impossibility. Bnt when the 
church made this declaration it made a great mis- 
take, for God has nevw, since the begtoning of the 
wcvld, and never will, until the ending of the world, 
or at any other time, require of any person anything 
that approzimates an impossibility. " For He know- 
eth oar fraaae, He remembereth that we are dust." 

The Origin of Prayer 
Man most have prayed from the beginning. He 
most have been taught to pray by Ms Creator im- 
mediately after his creation or immediately after 
his faU. At any rate we have records of man's 
praying in the early ages of the world. Abraham 
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prayed, Job prayed, Jacob wrestled with God, and 
it is recorded where many other ancients were fre- 
quently engaged in prayer. There are no directions 
given in the Mosaic law ooncerning prayer, but 
there is a form of prayer recorded in the twenty- 
sixth chapter of Deuteronomy that the Jewish 
people frequently used in connection with iheir of- 
ferings. So the church of GK>d daring the Patriar- 
chal and Mosaic dispensations was evidently a 
praying church. 

The Chief Objection to Prayer 

The chief objection that is usually urged against 
prayer by the majority of its opposers is the immu- 
tability of God. That Ghxl is unchangeable and 
anything that we can do cannot possibly change 
Him, consequentiy the useleesness of prayer. They 
say that we cannot change God. Then what is the 
use of praying to HiTn p But the absurdity of this 
objection is easily recognized when we take into 
consideration the object of prayer. The object is 
not to change God, prayer never was designed to 
change Grod. "We do not want to change Him and 
wpuld not change Him if we could. The object of 
prayer is to change man. Man is the one that needs 
changing, and prayer wiU change him and assist 
him in very rapidly assimilating the nature of God. 

The sun is represented as being unchangeable as 
regards the relation it sustains to our earth. There- 
fore it is the revolution of the earth that exposes 
almost every part of the earth's surface to the sun's 
light once in twenty-four hours. Should the earth 
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stop its revolving only one part of its surface woold 
receive the benefit of Ihe aim's light and heat and 
that would be the part nezt to the son. The op- 
posite side of the earth would be in darkness. 

God, being the Snn of Bighteousness, is repre- 
sented as being unchangeable, so it is man's exer- 
cising himself towards God in prayer, it is his pray- 
ing without ceasing that causes every part of his 
being to become the happy recipient of the warmth 
and light of God's richest blessings. And should 
he cease to pray, only one part of his being would 
become the fortunate receiver and that would be 
his physical man ; the spiritual man, like the side of 
the earth oppo^te the snn, would be in total 
spiritoal dar^ess. 

The Steamboat 

A big steamboat was running down the Hissouri 
Biver. A little boy on board wandered into the 
pilot house and stood there watching the pilot turn 
the wheel for some time, and then ihe little fellow 
inquired; 

"Why do yon keep turning that wheel that way 
all the time ? Why don't you let it stop a little 
whUe?" 

" Well, my little man," replied the pilot, " I turn 
this wheel to make the current help carry the boat 
down the river." 

" And can you," inquired the boy, " by turning 
tiiat wheel, make the current of this great river 
run under the boat ? " 

" Oh, no," replied the pilot, " but I can, by tum- 
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ing the wheel, make the boat ruD in the current and 
then I keep on turning it to make it stay there and 
keep it from floating out again." 

Christian man. Christian wconan, why is it that 
yon pray without ceasing? Why is it that you 
keep the great wheel of prayer continually turnmg 
on its axis ? Why don't you stop a little while ? 
Ton reply by saying that you pray without ceasing, 
that yon keep the great wheel of prayer ooatinnally 
performing its revolutions in order to keep the 
mighty current of God's grace continually pouring 
upon your soul and sweeping through your inmost 
being, that you may with greater facility and 
power, move in the direction that God would have 
yott go. Do you expect that by praying without 
ceasing, by oontiauaUy turning the wheel of prayer, 
you can change the immutable God ? No, you say, 
bat have the immutable Gk>d change me, and place 
me in the mighty current of His omnipotent grace 
and then I continue to pray that I may stay there 
and not drift out again into the dangerous r^ons 
of weakness and gin 

Definition of Prayer 

Now as we are discussing the subject of prayer 
it is very necessary to know what prayer is. What 
is prayer ? Our wisest and most popular lexicog- 
raphers tell us that prayer is a petition, a supplica- 
tion, an earnest asking for aid, favour and assist' 
ance, from a power sufficiently able to supply our 
demands. This, however, is the general d^nition 
of the word pray^. The theological definition of 
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the word prayer is an earnest, hnmble, heartfelt 
petition sent by the creature to the Creator, return- 
ing thanks for blessings received, confessing sing 
and asking for their foigivMiess, acknowledging 
the reception of mercies and desiring their continua- 
tion, together with an asking for a bestow^ of 
blessings not only upon ourselves but upon every 
individual on earth for whom it is our duty to pray. 
This, briefly speaking, is the theological definition 
of the word prayer. 

A Difficult Problem 

Some one baa said that praying " will make you 
quit ginning and sinniDg will make you quit pray- 
jng," therefore we are oonmianded to " pray with- 
out ceasing." 

Kow to the majority of the professing ChristianB 
obedience to this commandment appears to be a 
difflcolt undertaking. " How are we to pray with- 
out ceasing ? " is liieir anxious inquiry. 'Ibia can 
very easily be done by permitting nothing but holy 
and loving feelings to inhabit our hearts, nothing 
but pure and noble thoughts to circulate in oar 
minds, and to permit the Holy Spirit of God un- 
restrained to so reform our fallen nature as to fill 
us with thanksgiving and joy. When we behold 
the kind and loving hand of our gracious heavenly 
Father continually supplying our many physical 
and Bjnritaal wants and needs, this is the way to pray 
without ceasing. 

"How can I pray without ceasing," anxiously 
inquires the busy, careful and constantly occupied 
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housewife, "with the mnltiplioity of household 
cares preeamg upon my mind and making thdr 
neceesaiy demands upon my time? How can I 
possibly live in obedience to this holy ctnmnand of 
God?" 

" How can I pray without ceasing," anxloasly 
inquires the bosy merchant, " and work, and think, 
and bay, and sell, and measnre, and weigh my 
Tarious artiolee of merchandise, and attend as I 
should to my customers, constantly demanding my 
attention? Is it possible for me to properly, 
honestly and legitimately ocmduot a mercantile es- 
tablishment and lire in obedience to this hcdy com* 
mand of God?" 

*' How can I pray without ceasing," inquires Uie 
sucoeaaful agricoltiuist, " and plow, and plant, and 
rake, and sow, and reap, and mow and look after 
the Tarioas interests of the farm, so as to make the 
honest occupation of farming a success, and Uve in 
obedience to this holy command of God ? " 

*' How can I pray without ceasing ? " inquires the 
lawyer, the teadier, the banker, the bookkeeper. 

" How can I add up the long colmnn of figures 
and simultaneously offer an acceptable prayer to 
GKmI P Is tills not an impossibility ? " 

No, indeed, for God is infinitely merciful and 
does not require impossibilities of any of His 
creatures. But has He not commanded us to pray 
without ceasing ? Are we not nnder obligations to 
obey this conunand of God, and if we do not, and 
willfully disregard it, are we not committing a sin ? 
Then how can this great mystery be explained ? 
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The whole explanation is easily discoTered in the 
definition of the word prayer. What is prayer ? 
It is not the attitude of the human body, it is not 
the utterance of human words, it is not the move- 
meait of hmuan lips, it is not the articulation of 
human speech, hut the old poet many years a^ gave 
us a correct definition of the word prayer, when he 
said: 

" Pnjer ia the aonl'a iiaam dedn^ 
Uttered or Tmexprened, 
^e motion erf a hidden Ore 
That teemblw in eaoh breaat." 

So prayer is the soul's sincere desire. And you 
can keep that there and perform the duties of the 
household, the store, the farm, the shop, the achool- 
room, the bank, the ledger. For remember that 
prayer is a spiritual force as invisible and more 
powerful than the electrical currents that girdle the 

A Young Lady's Exegesis 

It is said that several years ago a number of 
ministers, famous for their theological learning, met 
in a minlBterial alliance for the purpose of the dis- 
cussion atid solution of certain difficult problems. 
Host important among these was " Pray without 
ceasing." None of them had ever been able to 
pray without ceasing, and they seemed to doubt to 
a certain extent the posadbility of such a thing. 
One of the wisest members of the alliance was ap- 
pointed to write an essay on this Scripture, the 
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ministers hoping by this to secure its proper exposi- 
tion. A young lady was present tn the audience 
and ariaing timidly requested the president of the 
convention to give her the privilege of telling the 
preachers how she majiaged to live in obedience to 
this Scriptural injunction. Her request was granted 
uid ^e said ; 

" When I wake np in the morning as soon as I 
open my eyes, I pray Qod to open my eyee of 
understanding that I may understand my duty and 
properly discharge it all the day long. Then when 
I dress my body, I pray God to drees my soul in 
the robe of righteousness. "Wlien I kindle tiie fire 
in the stove I pray Ood to kindle the fire of His 
love in my heart and that those fires may shine 
forth in every word, thought and action, lightmg, 
warming and blessing the lives of any and all with 
whran I come in contact. When I sweep a room I 
pray God to sweep tiie dust of sin from my sooL 
When I wash my face and hands, I pray Ood to 
wash me in the cleaning blood of Jesna and make 
me whiter than snow. When I eat a meal I pray 
God to feed my soul on the bread of eternal life. 
When I see the sun rise and pour his light on the 
physical world without, I pray Gtod to permit the 
Son of Bighteonsness to rise in my heart and shed 
Hia splendours through the very depths of my soul 
and arouse to action holy feelings, desires and 
motives I have never before experienced. So you 
Bee I have a particular prayer to offer in oonnection 
with everything that I do and every important 
thing that I see. And the more I see and the more 
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I do, the more I ^r&y, and this is the waj I pray 
without ceasing." 

This is certainly a very practical exe^esia of this 
Soriptar& 

Peter Released 

"We have a variety of eiamplee fiimisbed us in 
the Scriptures of prominent Biblical characters who 
have fuUy illustrated and tested the power and effi- 
cacy of prayer on many different occasions. When 
the Apostle Peter was captured by his enemies, 
thrown into prison and every precaution taken to 
prevent his escape, he was released by an angel sent 
from Grod, and as he walked through the streets 
and byways of the city of Jerusalem in search of 
his friends, he found them assembled in another 
part of the city in the capacity of a cottage prayer- 
meeting, at the home of Mark's mother, while he 
himself was the object of their petitions. "For 
prayer was made without ceasing of the church 
unto God for him." Though they were surprised 
and delighted at the speedy answer to their 
prayers, they were aU the more thoroughly con- 
vinced of the ability and willingness of a gracious 
God to hear and grant the prayers of His faithful 
and obedient ohildreiu They had actually prayed 
him out of prison and prayed him completely into 
their little prayer-meeting. 

Like the fragrant perfumes of a sweet-scented in- 
cense, the earnest prayers of the infant church 
arose, a beautiful cloud of glory encircling the 
throne. God listened, heard and answered. For, 
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oalljng to Trfim an angel of mercy, and throwing 
back the gates of heaven. He starts the angel on a 
mission of emancipation to the Jerusalem prison, 
and with a velocity greater than that of light, the 
angelic messenger flies. A light shines in the 
prison, he smites Peter on the side, the chains fall 
from his hands, while the soldiers, between whtmi 
he was sleeping, continue their unconscious slumbers. 
The bolts fly back, the locks unfasten, the doors 
swing open and they pass out, unseen by the vigi- 
lant guards, who, before l^e door, in the faithfol 
discbaj^ of their duty, kept the prison. On and 
on they go. Coming to the great iron gate, the 
omnipotent key of prayer unlocks it, and passing 
through, they go one street, when the angel wings 
his way back to heaven. Peter, in the swift, rapid, 
rushing current of intercessory prayer, is swept 
with a mighty momentum on to the cottage prayer 
meeting, where prayer is wont to be made. 

Oh, the same gracious, merciful and almighty 
Qod, that heard and answered the prayers of Peter 
and his friends, is reigning and ruling over us to- 
day, and He has not changed a particle, for He is 
the same, yesterday, to-day and forever. He is 
just as able, willing and anxious now as He was 
then to hear and answer the prayers of His faith- 
ful, obedient, praying children. What encourage- 
ment is this for us to pray not only for ourselves, 
but for others, for we are here shown the power 
and efficacy of intercessory prayer. How many of 
us to-day have friends who are captured by the 
' of their seals, bound down by the chains 
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and shackles of sm^ locked and bolted in the prison 
houses of vioe, continually held captive by the 
fascinations and temptations of a wicked world, 
when if we would only offer an earnest, humble, 
heartfelt prayer to God in their behalf, the chains 
and shackles of sin would be broken, the lodm and 
bolts would be unfastened, the prison doors of vice 
would be thrown open while the fasdoations and 
temptations of this wicked world would lose their 
influence, and sooner, yes, sooner than yon would 
imagine, you would see them walking in the streets 
and byways of a new and happy life, and like the 
rescued Peter, searching for our whereabouts only 
to tell us of the miraculous love and aU-protecting 
powers of a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering 
God. We can actually pray them out of the pris- 
ons of sin into our places of prayer. That irrelig- 
ious husband or wife, father or mother, brother or 
sister, that irreligioos boy of yours can actually be 
prayed from the places of sin into places of holiness 
where he will arise and publicly declare how that 
strange miraculous power, in answer to your 
prayer, found him, blessed him and did that for 
him which has resulted in his heart's r^^eration, 
his life's reformation, God's glorification and his 
own ine^ressihle joy. 

The Richmond Wireless 

Mr. D. C. Elliot, professor of science in the high 

school at Bichmond, Missouri, made a wireless 

telegraph instrument for the purpose of instructing 

his students. When not in use it was placed in the 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



POSSIBILrnES THEOtJGH PBATEE US 

baaement of the high school boilding. On May 21, 
1908, a cUckiog noise attracted his attention, which 
investigation discoTered to be the wireless machine 
receiving a message from Santa Cruz, California. 
This was a very great surprise. Then by operating 
the instrument he not only answered the California 
message, but also sent one to Colorado Springs and 
another to Oklahoma City. This astonished all 
wireless telegraphers who heard of the incident, be- 
cause the Kicbmond instrument was rude, home- 
made, having no poles, wires and other necessary 
eqiuprnent, besides being away down in the cellai 
out of sight. But from many a cellar, garret and 
home of poverty and distress as well as from 
mansions of wealth and elegance, prayer messages 
have been sent and answers received, for " All 
things whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing, ye 
shall receive," is tiie declaration of the prayer- 
answering Son of God. 

Fifty Dollars 
A gentleman embarked from Liverpool on a large 
ocean steamer bound for Kew York. In mid- 
Atlantic he discovered that he was short fifty dol- 
lars. How in the world ooiild he supply the financial 
shortage and get the money he needed ? He knew 
that his mother who vras a very rich woman and had 
plenty of money in her possession was on board an- 
other ship also bound for New York and that it was 
somewhere within a radius of fifty miles from the 
ship on which he was sailing. He sent a wireless 
message fl filring his mother to place fifty dollars 
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with the purser of her vessd and to notify the 
cashier of his steamer of the deposit. The depoBit 
and the notification were made and the son re- 
ceived the money. This seems to be a miracle of 
the twentieth centuiy science bat such mirades are 
now continually occurring. From the very begin- 
ning man, on the ocean of human life, has been 
sending pray^ meesagee to heaven, for deposited in 
the Taolts of the universe are all the powers of 
omnipotency designed exclusively for the benefit of 
man. " God is able to supply aU our needs accord* 
ing to His riches in glory by Jesus Christ to whom 
all power is given in heaven and on earth." 

Blood Poison 

Swan Island is several nules southeast of Cuba. 
It is destitute of the conveniences of civilization. 
John D. Graham, an employee of the United Fruit 
Company, on June 20, 1909, while working on the 
island cut his foot on a piece of rusty machinery. 
Two days after the accident blood poison began. 
There was no doctor on the island. A wireless 
message was sent out over the Gulf of Mexico ask- 
ing for relief. A ^ip sailing for the Isthmus of 
Panama caught the message and in return, its 
surgeon, Dr. Albert Yeasy, sent the prescription 
which was received and compounded by the king of 
8wan Island and John D. Graham's life was saved. 
So wireless telegraphy in a medical em«^ncy sent 
a remedy from ship to shore and saved a human 
Ufa But when we look around us we can easily 
see thousands of human lives, employer and em- 
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on land and on sea, Boffering from the 
deadly blood poison of sin. And the gospel news 
that we delight to tell is tiiis : That any victim of 
the deadly malady of sin, who sends a message for 
help to ^e Qreat Physician will be healed, for He 
has said : " Every one tiiat asketh receiveth," and 
*' Him that cometii unto Me I wiU in nowise cast 
out." "The blood of Jeens Christ, Ood's Son, 
cleanses from all gin " 

Harry Graham's Prayer 

Harry Graham was an onconTerted yonng man 
eighteen years of age, who Lived with his parents 
on the Kentncky bank of the Ohio, directly across 
from Cincinnati. Lewis Mysonheimer, a yoong 
evang^ist, bad been conducting a snooessfal revival 
in that part of Eentnoky. Harry attended one of 
these meetings, became interested, was soon con- 
verted and Afterwards developed into an earnest, 
active and efficient Christian worker. Seing an 
excelleat singer, he consecrated his voice to <jrod 
and consequently became a valuable coworker 
with Mr. Mysonheimer in revivalist work. His 
father was an irreligious man and was bitterly op- 
posed to his son's engaging in that which he ood.' 
sidered wild, religious fanaticism. 

In the year 1886, one year after his conversion, 
he was working in a revival meeting at Milan, Mo., 
at the same time Sam Jones was oondooting a 
meeting at Cincinnati, Ohio. Young Graham and 
two Christian young men prayed that his father 
might attend the meeting, be converted and permit 
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his homeeick son to return home. In less than a 
week he received a letter from his fatiier, saying 
that he had attended the Sam Jones revival at Cin- 
cinnati, had been converted, and asking Harty's 
pardon, begged him to come. In his letter ^e 
father said : 

"Harry, things have changed at home. We 
now have family worsbip. Yonr mother, brothers 
and sisters gather around me in the family cirde 
while I read the Bible. Then we kneel and I pray. 
But, Harry, your place is vacant Come home and 
occapy it." 

How did it happen that three Christian young 
men prayed, and bnndpeds of miles away a strong 
man changed his life F There is only one answer 
—God answers prayer. 

Better Than He Knew 

It was a beautiful summer evening. A steam- 
boat was steaming down the Hissonri Kiver, with its 
cargo of happy passengers. Its starting point was 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and its destination was St. 
Louis. The temperature was delightful, the atmos- 
phere was invigorating, the sun was sinking behind 
the western horizon. The passengers, who had just 
finished their evening meal, stimulated by their ex- 
hilarating environments, were exercising their con- 
versational powers on a variety of interesting tojHOS. 

An old man of seventy and a middle-aged man of 
forty-five were engaged in conversation. They 
were talking about the church. Then the Smiday- 
Bohool was mentioned. 
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" I don't beUeve ia Snnday-schools,*' the old maa 
ezclaimed. 

" I am yonr diametrical opposite in tiiatreE^wot," 
the middle-aged man replied, "for I do." 

"Well," said the old man, " my experience with 
the Sonday-school was anything but encouraging. 
I taught a class of ten young men for five years in 
the city of C . I taught them faithfully, prayer- 
fully, and, I believe, efiBciently, and at the end of 
the five years, they seemed to me to be in a worse 
moral condition than when I took charge of the 
class. I resigned as a teacher, moved to New Or- 
leans, and have never had the courage to do any 
Sunday-school teaching since." 

The other man looked searchingly into the face 
of the speaker, and inquired his name. 

'* My name is Oharles Howe." 

" Charles Howe I Well, well, well ! Can it be ? 
I was one of the ten boys of that Sonday-school 
class, John Hays. Do yon remember John 
Ha^ ? " he inquired. 

" Yee, indeed I do— John Hays — the most mis- 
chievous boy in my class. I could never forget 
him. But is it possible that this big, fin&looking 
man is John Hays, the little, slim, bad boy that I 
tried to teach thirty years ago ? " 

" I was that hoy," was the answer. 

" Well, John, I am glad to meet you again." 

And the two engaged in a hearty hand-sfaaka 

" Mr. Howe, you have told me why you do not 
believe in Sunday-schools. Now I want to tell you 
why I do. Shortly after you gave up your Bun- 
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daj-sohool class and moved away, every one of us 
ten boys made oboice of Christ and joined the 
ohoroh. This we onanimonsly decided was the re- 
sult of your five years of teaching. Five of those 
boys have died in the Christian faith, and each one 
before he went away spoke of yon as the one who 
had led him to a knowledge of Christ. Albert 
Farkw is a missionary in China. Samnel Enox is 
pastor of a lai^ church in Texaa Oeorge 
Williams is a 8t. Lonis banker and superintendent 
of a large Snnday-echool in that city. Joseph 
Knox is a wealthy merchant in his native city and 
teaches the Bible class in the old St. Paul's chmtdL 
I am pastor of a c^nrch in Tennessee. And, Mr. 
Howe, this is why I believe in Sunday-schools." 

" So do I. I believe in Snnday-schools, too, John 
Hays. Ton have convinced me that I was wrong. 
When I taoght that class of boys I taught them 
better than I knew," exclaimed the old man, as the 
tears of joy rolled down his cheeks. 

Prayer Rolled Back the Red Sea 

When Moses and the children of Israel were ea- 
caping from Egyptian bondage, arriving at the Red 
Sea, they looked back to see only the hard-hearted 
Pharaoh and his tyrannical followers rushing on to 
drag them back again into a dreadful slavery. To 
their right, to their left and behind them were the 
hostile armies of Egypt, while before them the sur- 
ging waves of the great Bed Sea formed an im- 
passable barrier. To them escape appeared impos- 
sibla So in their dire distress Moses cried to God 
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tor salvattoQ and immediately a strong east wind be- 
gaa to blow, the mighty waters of the Bed Sea 
K^ed back, congealed, the armies of Israel crossed 
oyer dry shod, which the armies of Pharaoh attempt- 
ing to do were drowned. How frequently do we 
see a homan life persecuted by enemies, deserted by 
friends, distressed by affiiction, beset by temptation, 
surrounded by trouble, while, humanly gpeakiiig, 
the only thing left for them to do is to submissively 
surrender to the enemy of their souls and be onoe 
more dragged back into the Egyptian bondage of 
sin. So crying to God for salvation the great Bed 
Sea of their troubles rolls back, and led by the 
friendly hand of their heavenly Father, t^ey cross 
ovffl: into the happy spheres of freedom and peace, 
while all their besetting sins, shortcomings and 
E^iritual imperfections are washed away with a flood 
ot heavenly grace. The Bible says : " Be careful for 
nothing but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known unto God," and " Oome boldly to the throne 
of grace that ye may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need." 

Elijah and the Drouth 

When the earth was all dry, withered and parched 
by a dreadful drouth that cursed it for the space of 
three years and six months, it was in answer to the 
earnest and powerful prayers of Elijah, the prophet, 
that rain descended, causing the grass to grow, the 
flowers to bloom, and all nature to revive and re- 
joice with verdure, foliage and flowers, God hw 
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not changed a partiole. He is just as abla, anzioiu 
and willing now as He was then to hea; and to 
grant the prayers of His praying children. Then 
when we look about ns and behold the world of 
hnmanity by which we are surrounded with hearts 
and minds that are dry, withered and parched with 
sonls and bodies that are dwarfed and destroyed by 
the dreadfol drouth of sin, do^ it not behoove us as 
Christians, as a duty that we owe not only to our 
fellow creatures, but to oarselvee and our Giod, that 
we pray Him for Christ's aake who said : " If ye 
ask anything in My name I will do it," to rain a 
shower of divine grace down upon these sin-be- 
nighted souls and cause the flowers of holiness to 
bud, bloom and blossom forth in every look, word 
and action, omam^ting and adorning and beauti- 
fying with all the Christian graces the immortal 
life of this sin-cursed planet, until these terrestrial 
spiritual deserts are made to bloom and blos- 
som forth in every look, word and action, orna- 
menting, adorning and beautifying with all the 
Christian graces the immortal life of this sin-cursed 
planet, until these terrestrial, spiritual deserts are 
made to bloom and blossom like the rose. 

A Christian cannot live the spiritnal life without 
prayer, as well might he attempt to live the phys- 
ical life without breathing. One is no more impos- 
sible than the other, for 

" Pmrer is the Cbrutian'i tIM brekUi, 
Tbe ChriatiSD'i nntiTe kIt, 
His watchword at the gate* at daKHb, 
Ha eaten heaven with pntjer." 
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The Bible tells us that "the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much." " Elijah 
was a man subject to like passionB as we are and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it 
rained not on the earth for the space of three years 
and siz months; and he prayed again and the heav- 
ens gave rain and the earth brought forth hw 
fruit." God encourages us, invites us and actually 
commands us to bring into requisition the great 
prayer force in the universe for the advance- 
ment of His kingdom the same to-day as Elijah 
did in his day in the wonderful centuries of the 
past 

Praytr and Politics 

It was the auttmm of 1888. The whole country 
was on fire with political excitement. We were on 
the eve of the presidential election. It would be 
only a few weeks when election day would arrive 
and the people of the United States elect to his of- 
fice the chief magistrate of our country. A 
preacher was at that time pastor of the Memphis 
church at Memphis, Scotland County, Missouri. 
The church at Memphis, together with seven other 
churches in the county, constituted his charge. The 
month was October — the weather dry and beauti- 
ful The light of the October moon made the 
nights attractive, indeed. The roads were smooth 
and nice and the material conditions appeared to 
be exactly right for a successful protracted meeting 
at a country church. Such a church was part of 
tJtiat preacher's chaise — the Hickory Grove church 
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— six miles east of the city of Mranpbis. He had 
promiBed its members the first meeting of the oon- 
ferenoe year and this was certainly the proper time 
for it. At any rate he thought so and conse- 
quently announced that the meeting would begin. 
Some of the good people said that there would be 
a much better meeting if they could only wait nntU 
after the election, beUeving tLat the people were so 
excited over politics that it woold be hard to interest 
them about religion. The meeting began, the con- 
gregations were large, well behaved and a>ttentiTe. 
[N'ight after night the Gospel was preached and 
night after night the congr^^tions came until sev- 
eral nights had passed. About the only interest 
manifested was the large congr^atlons, the good 
behaviour and die attentive listening. It was true 
that the interest in politics had to a certain extent 
prevented an interwt in religion. A part of the 
congregation would, during the day, go to Arbelia, 
a small town situated on the railroad, half a mile 
from the church, listen to politioal speeches, engage 
in political rallies and participate in political con- 
versations, all ot which assisted in driving away the 
good impressions made on their minds the night 
before at the church. The preacher became dis- 
couraged. It was not convenient to have a day 
meeting, so what in the world was he to do ? One 
night after preaching a sermon wil^ the usual re- 
sult, he stood with a sad face and a sadder heart, 
leaning on the pnlpit, watching the people leaving 
the church. Old Grandma Dickerson, as she was 
familiarly called by the people of I^Ht nei^hboor- 
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hood, an old saint in Glod's militant church, who 
joined the chorch triumphant a short time after- 
wards, came forward and inquired of the preacher 
if he were not discxniraged. He answOTed in the 



" Well," 8aid she, " what is that you are holding 
in your hand ? " 

"My Bible," he answered. 

" Turn to Matthew xviii. 19," she atmost com- 
manded. 

He was obedient and turned to the Scripture to 
which she referred. 

" "Will yon please read it ? " 

Then he read : " If any two of you shall agree 
on earth touching anything that you shall ask, it 
shall be done for you of My Father which art in 
hearen." She gave him a look of rebuke, although 
she never said a word. He realized his lack of faith, 
and said that he never felt so much like an infidel 
ia all his life before. She inquired, after looking 
at him a while : 

" Do you believe that Scariptore ? " 

" Yes," he said " I do. It is in the Bible, it is 
in the TSevr Testament, and it is the language of 
Jesus." 

" Kead it again," she commanded. 

He was again obedient. Then she asked him 
once more if he believed it, and he repeated his 
former declaration and affirmed that he did. She 
had him read it three times, and every time asked 
him if he believed it. To every one of her ques- 
tions he gave the identical axiswer. 
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" Now," she Baid, " I am one and you are one. 
That makes two. And we are on earth, ao this 
promise is meant for us. We can test it. Will you 
stand on this promise and pray with me for the sal- 
vation of my children ? " 

The preacher said he would. 

'* Will you pray all night ? " she inquired. " .TeeuB 
used to pray all night" 

He promised that he would try, and went from 
the church to the house where he was being enter- 
tained, determined to besiege a throne of grace. 
He entered his room, fell on his knees and com- 
menced to pray. Oh, how he prayed 1 The next 
night the revival began, the fire fell, sinners were 
converted and many were added to the church. 
Her children were converted and received into the 
church. At the last quarterly meeting of the con- 
ference year, Robert Dicterson, her son, who was 
converted in that meeting, was elected an officer in 
the church. He has been a prominent and useful 
member ever since. 

"God sent that old Christian," that preacher 
often said, " to teach me a lessc in the power of 
interceesoiy prayer." 

Prayer is stronger than politics. Prayer is om- 
nipotent, prayer overcomes with ease the seemingly 
impossible. 



"Ptsjer mnkca the darkesl el«nd wltbdiftir, 
Fnjcr olimlw the Indder Jsoob MW i 
OivM ezendw to ff^tb and lore, 
Brin^ vnrj blea^jig Iram ftbora. 
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" B««tntiDiiig ^«7er we ocMeto Bght, 
Pmjer makM the ChristiAn'a annoor btigbt ; 
And Bataa tremblca -rnhva be aeei 
Hm ireakert nant upon Ua kneea." 



Noah's Ark 

The old pabiarch Noah and his famil7 would 
never have snrvived the deluge if Noah's ark had 
heen incomplete in any respect ; if there had been 
an apwture in the side, the top, the bottom, or a 
deficiency anywhere, the waters of the flood wonld 
have ru^ed in and they woold have shared the 
same fate as the other inhabitants of the earth. So 
neither can we sail over the floods of time to the 
ports and harbours of the Glory World if our 
Christian crafts ate incomplete ; if they are minna 
the propelling powers of prayer. It will require 
only a few howling storms of adversity, the rolling 
waves of trials, troubles and temptations, a raging 
cyclone of opposition, to sweep us into the whirling 
vertex of destruction and sink us beneath the reach 
of rescue forever. 

David, Daniel and Christ 

David prayed specially seven times a day. Dan- 
iel prayed fearlessly three times a day, with his 
windows opened towards Jerusalem, and permitted 
himself to be cast into a den of lions before he wonld 
relinquish the performance of this extraordinary 
Christian duty. Christ Himself prayed and taught 
His disciples to pray, and the prayer that He taught 
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them, denominated the Lord's Prayer, has been 
handed down from one generation of Christians to 
another, across the space of nineteen centuries, and 
offered, repeated and echoed, in nearly every land 
and language from Jerusalem to ih& ends of the 
ecirth. 

Prayer When in Affliction 
We should always pray widi unusual eamestnees 
and importunity when suffering afiSiction. We have 
a splendid example of this furnished us by our 
SaTiour, when He prayed all alone in the garden of 
Gethsemane, at that lonely night hour while all the 
rest of l^e world was wrapped in darkness and in 
slumber, immediately preceding His crucifixion. 
What finite mind can grasp the deep meaning and 
peculiar import of the extraordinary prayer of the 
mysterious God-man when communicating with His 
Fathw, immediately preceding His agonizing and 
ignominious death upon the cross, requesting Him 
if possible to let the bitter cup pass from Him, but 
at the same time submissively saying, " Thy will, 
not Mine, be done." And if His disciples had 
watched and prayed with Him, instead of sleeping 
while He prayed, possibly they would not have 
entered into temptation and been guilty of the 
terrible sin of denying their Master. The spirit 
was willing, but the fleeh was weak, and they 
entered into temptation. We should learn a splen- 
did lesson from this and watch and pray continu- 
ally, pray at all times, puy without ceasing, pray 
in public, pray in private, pray in the family circle, 
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when we are sarrounded by the loved ones at home. 
Pray when we arise in the morning, when we lie 
down at night, and amid the rash and whirl of the 
hmnming bosinees of the day, tiuit we enter not 
into temptation and be guilty of the terrible sin of 
denying our Master, for " Satan trembles when he 
sees the weakest saint upon his knees." 



The Infidel Major 

Brother Hagler, who was pastor of a ohnroh at 
Daqnoin, IlL, in the autumn of 1884, conducted a 
protracted meeting in his church that lasted seven- 
teen days. At the be^nning of the meeting three 
or four Christians covenanted bother that they 
would pray for the conversion of a certain infidel 
and his family who were living at that time in 
Duqnoin. The faihsir of the family had been a 
major in the late war, was very hardened by sin, 
had not been to church for fifteen years, and often 
made public profession of his skepticism. The third 
day of the meeting he came to church, but sat veiy 
near the door. 'Diis encouraged the Christians to 
oontmue for him, with greater earnestness, their 
prayers. He came a second time, became intei^ 
ested, requested the prayers of the church and be- 
fore the close of the meeting himself, his wife and 
four children were converted and received into the 
church. Surely Glod hears and answers prayer and 
the Scriptural declaration is true: "Ask of Me 
things to come concerning My sons, and concern- 
ing the work of My bands, command ye Ma" 
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Power and Necessity of Prayer 
Can we say enough concerning the power and 
efficacy of prayer ? This is established not only by 
Scriptural proof but by our own personal and in- 
dividual ezperienca Who is it that ever offered a 
prayer to God in his life that cannot testify to the 
comfort and strengthening influences derived from 
the performance of this extraordinary Christian 
duty ? Certainly there has been many a person who 
has gone through the form of prayer who did not 
pray. Many a person has hmnbly bowed at the 
mercy seat when the spirit was proud and unbending. 
Some have prayed more frequently to their congre- 
gations than they ever did to their God. Prayer 
is often abased by formality, by being offered with* 
out a pnrpose, by asking for things concerning the 
reception of which we entertain grave doubts. Such 
prayers cannot accomplish any good whatever and 
border bo on blasphemy that they merit the dis- 
pleasure and the disapprobation of God. Christ 
has said, " All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer 
believing, ye shall receive." Then if we believe 
what we profess, why not practice it ? If we be- 
lieve in the divinity of Christ, if we believe that 
Hia teachings and doctrines are divine, why not 
obey His precepts and confide in His promisee? 
He has said : " Ask and ye sbaU receive, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened 
unto you, for every one that asketh receiveth, 
he that seeketh findeth and unto him that 
knocketh, It shall be opened, or what man is 
there of you whom if his scm asked bread 
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would give him a stone, or if he asked a fish 
would give him a serpent ? If ye then being 
evil know how to give good jj^fts unto your 
children, how much more ahall your Father who 
art in heaven give good things to them that aak 
Him?" 

Amherst Collq^ Student 
Several years ago a young man, as a stndmit, was 
attending Amherst College, Massachusetts. He was 
a bright, sociable, intellectual young fellow, but he 
was not a Christian. A revival was in progress at 
the college. His Christian classmates became so 
deeply interested in his salvation that they set 
apart a week to unite in special prayer for his con- 
version. One of his classmates wrote a letter to 
hia mother at his home, told her of the revival in 
progress, of the intereet they were taking in her 
son, of the week of contemplated prayer for hia 
benefit, and asked her to join with them in prayer 
that her son might be saved. In two weeks she re- 
ceived another letter, written by the same hand, 
telling her of her son's conversion. He became a 
very earnest Christian, and a very successful 
teacher. He taught for several years in the schools 
of Connecticut and was especially noted for his ef- 
ficiency as an instructor. He is dead now but died 
trusting in Jesus, and has gone home to glory. He 
is now taking lessons from the Great Teacher in 
the celestial school of the skies. But he can never 
graduate, he can never receive a diploma from Ood, 
he oan never master the curriculum in the schools 
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of Christ, because the finite cannot grasp the in- 
finite and the mind of maa cannot grasp all the 
deep things of God. But he will go on and 
on ; his knowledge increasing, his wisdom grow- 
ing, his love expanding through eternity's tolling 
oyclee. 

Pharisee and Publican 
In speaking of the right of a sinner to pray we 
ore reminded of the splendid parable of our Saviour 
when He said : " Two men went up in the temple 
to pray, the one a Pharisee, and the other a Pub- 
lican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself : Gktd, I ttianlf Thee that I a-Tn not as other 
men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this Publican. I fast twice in the week and give 
tithes of aU I poBsees. The Publican standing afar 
off would not so much as lift his eyee unto heaven, 
but smote himself upon his breast and said ; Qod 
be merciful unto me, a sinner." Then our Saviour 
said that this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other. " For every one that exalt- 
eth himself shall be abased, but he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted." He not only teaches us 
in this parable that a sinner has a right to pray for 
mercy, but also the beauty and necessity of humil- 
ity in prayer. 



" Pa^tt is &M contrite •inner'B roloe^ 
BetamiDg from bis ways, 
'While angela in tbeir songa re]oioe, 
And C17, heboid, be pr^ys." 
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Thief on the Cross 

The prayer of the repenting thief on the cross, 
when he prayed to Jesus, " Lord, remember me," 
ajid our Saviour answered him and said, "This day 
thou shalt be with Me in Paradise," is an irrefu- 
table argument to the dangerous doctrine that a re- 
penting sinner has no right to pray. He was a 
thief and a thief is a sinner. He repented and 
prayed and the Lord heard him and answered his 
prayer. Th^«fore the Lord hears and answers the 
sumer's penitent cry. " Every one that asketh re- 
ceiveth." And He has declared to ns Himself that 
He is no respecter of persons. Do not be discoor- 
aged but pray to God with all your heart and yon 
will receive salvation now, for " Behold, now is the 
accepted time ; to-day is the day of salvation." 

Young Han's Prayer 

Not long ago I heard a young man make a 
prayer that was very short, very pointed, very ear- 
nest, but a prayer that was tremendous for spiritual 
power. It snrely reached the ear of God, touched 
His heart, and received an immediate answer. He 
cried, " Oh, Gtod, help me. I am so wealc I find 
it so easy to do wrong and so hard to do right. 
Help me to-day." 

Has that ever been your experience that it was 
so easy to do wrong and so hard to do right, that 
you needed the unceasing help of Ck>d ? But while 
you realize the impotency of man, do not forget 
the omnipotency of God and that He is able to de- 
liver thee. 
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Forty-one Converted 

Ood not only hears and answers the earnest 
prayers of the repenting sinner, as he cries to Him 
for help, but recognizes with equal attention the 
anzious supplications of the Christian as he inter- 
cedes in the sinner's bdialf . In a prominent church 
in New York City a young theological studrait 
taught a Smiday-school class composed of forty-one 
young ladies. He prayed and laboured for the 
oonyerBioD of the entire class. His prayers were 
answered and one after another of the class were 
oonvertod until forty of the number made a public 
confession of faith in Christ and united with the 
church. He had been instrumental in leading all 
but one into the kingdom of God. This one, Har- 
riet J , seemed to him, because of her repeated 

refusals to become a Christian, to be beyond the 
reach of the power of earnest prayer and Christian 
influence. He laboured with her and prayed for 
her until he graduated from the seminary and ac- 
cepted the pastorate of a church in a Western cily 
a thousand miles away. He frequently thought of 
her and she was often the object of his petitions, 
as he from time to time in her behalf would be- 
side a throne of grace. Many years had passed 
and gone. He had not heard from her for a long 
time, he did not know her spiritual condition, her 
whereabouts, and was not even sure that she vraa 
alive. Therefore he had long since ceased to re- 
member her in prayer. He was invited to Brook- 
lyn to deliver a special sermon, on a great occasion, 
in a magnificent church, before a large and onl- 
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tnred congregation. After the sermon as be waa 
leaving the ohorcfa, he was met in the aisle by a 
nicely-dressed, middleaged lady, who evidently be- 
longed to one of the best fainiliee of Brooklyn. 
She politely addressed him and inquired of him if 
he remembered her. He confessed that he did not. 
"I was once," she replied, "a member of your 
Snnday-sohool class in Kew York City, when yon 
were a theological student. My name is Hairiet 

" Are yon a Christian ? " were his very firstwords. 

" Yes," she said ; " I have been a Christian for a 
nnmber of years, but I am very sure I would not 
have been if you had not offered so many earnest, 
&ithfal prayers for me when you were my Sunday- 
school teacher. I have long wished to see yoo that 
I might tell you that I believe that I was converted 
in answer to your prayers." 

Then the preacher said, as he walked away, that 
he could not keep from inquiring of himself again 
and again if there was actually any such thing iu 
this wide world as unanswered prayer. Sunday- 
school teachers, parents and preachers, take courage 
from this and take hold of God in mighty prayer 
until Sunday-school classes, families and whole con- 
gregations are prayed into the glorious kingdom of 
God. 

Acceptable Prajrers 

Acceptable prayers are not necessarily prayers 
tiiat are manufactured out of fine, cultured language, 
but if, guided by reason, conscience and Scripture, 
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our prayers are humble, earnest and believing, that 
is sufficient; they are acceptable with Ood. He 
knows what we have need of before we ask Him. 
And He has said : " When ye pray ose not vain 
repetitions as the heathen do for tiiey think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be 
ye not therefore like unto them." It is not neces- 
sary that we pray according to the rules of gram- 
mar, the regulations of rhetoric, or the laws of lit- 
erature, but according to Uie spiritual laws of God. 
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the spirit, for the Spirit helpeth our inJQrmities. 
God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. If our prayers 
are acceptable then they must be spiritualized by 
the Holy Spirit of God. 

Prayer of a Little Child 
If it were possible for God to be more delighted 
with the prayers of one of His children than those 
of another, the prayer of a little child would all the 
more forcibly command His holy appreciation. 
The prayer of a little child, as it bows its little head 
and folds its little hands at night, asking God to 
bless mamma, papa, sisters, playmates, and everybody 
else in the world, with childish accents, broken sen- 
tences, misplaced and mispronomiced words, as it 
tries to convey an idea of its needs and wants to 
the great Creator and ControU^ of the universe, 
presents to the human mind a spectacle over which 
invisible angels dehght to hover. For if there is 
anything that has the power to attract holy tuigels 
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from the heights of heaven to the surface of the 
earth, it must he the prayer of a little child. The 
prayer of a little child, meek, mild and imiocent, 
has as much power to thrill aad electrify the courts 
of heaven with joy as the most eloquent prayer that 
was ever offered in the most costly cathedral that 
ever lifted its lofty steeple within the jurisdiction 
of Chriat«ndom. When oar Savioor was here on 
earth. He expressed His appreciation for child life 
when He said : " Suffer little children to come nnto 
Me and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven." Let part of our mission on earth he to 
bring little children to Christ, not only by praying 
for them ourselves but by teaching them to pray. 
We will be held in high esteem in heaven if onr 
mission on earth is to pray and to teach others to 
pray. And Jesus has said: "Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children ye shall in no- 
wise enter the kingdom of 6od." 

Privilege of Prayer 
Of all the privileges that Divinity has ever con- 
descended to confer upon hnmanity, one of the 
most exalted is the privilege of prayer — ^the privi- 
lege of speaking directly to the Creator and Bnler 
of the nniverse. We frequently hear persons boast 
of having conversed with some great orator, author 
or stateranan, while at the same time they would 
hesitate to acknowledge that they had ever talked 
to Qod. One man boasted of his intimate acquaint- 
ance with General G-rant and of the frequency with 
which he had engaged him in interesting conversa- 
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tion. Another of his familiar associations with 
General Lee and of the pleasant talks he had often 
had with him during tiiose delightful associations. 
AnotiiOT of his pleasant fnendship with a noted 
orator, while another told of the never-to-be-forgot- 
ten pleasures of an occasional ctnrespondence with 
a famous writer. But none of them were ready to 
rejoice over the conversation, association, friend- 
ship and delightful correspondence they could have 
BO frequently enjoyed with the lord Jesus Christ 
Oh, that men would appreciate the privile^ of a 
conversation, association and communication with 
the Great Giver of all Good, with the Great Father 
of Light, witii whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. 

Faith and Humility 
None of us yet know how to pray. We don't 
know how to put that faith and humility in our 
prayers that should diaracterize aChristian's prayers. 
But the time is coming when we will learn. The 
time will come when the praying mother will offer 
an eameet prayer for her prodigal boy and he will 
get up from tiie gaming table and take the next 
train for home. 

Fulton Street Prayer-Meeting 

Wh^ Jeremiah Lamphi^ oi^anized the Fulton 

Street prayer-meeting, in October, 1857, he wrought 

more wisely than he knew. Every day at the noon 

hour for fifty-three years some part of the busy 
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throDg have stopped a while, in America's great 
metropolis, and offered up their prayers to God. 
This prayer-meeting has not only been a great 
moral factor in the pnrification and elevatioQ of 
the civilization of America, bnt has contributed to 
the betterment of the civilization of the other na- 
tions of the vrarld. A mighty prayer force in daily 
action, under the influence of which prodigals have 
been converted and returned to loving, anxious 
parente ; husbands, brothers and fathers have been 
saved, r^ormed and made strong men in Jesus 
Christ. It has made hearts glad, homes bright and 
driven sadness and gloom from hundreds of human 
lives. Business men loaded with business and com- 
mercial burdens, and others fearing financial bank- 
ruptcy, have stopped here for a while to pray. 
Outside was the din of hnrrying business, the shonta 
of eager men buying and selling, within a stone's 
throw of the financial exchanges, where millions of 
dollars pa% from hand to hand ; not far from wbera 
the oourta were in session, proceeding with thdr 
trials of thrilling interest ; in this pavilion of prayer, 
shut out from the "strife of tongues," trusting 
hearts have been found daily seeking God in ear- 
nest supplication. At the noon hour, while the 
material sun sat in his zenith over Greater New 
York, the Sun of Bighteousnees in His mediatorial 
meridian poured the light of joy and salvation 
down on a redeemed world in answer to human 
prayer. During his lifetime, die founder, Jeremiah 
Lamphier, seldom missed a meeting, and when he 
died the meeting did not stop but continues under 
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the efficient presidency of Mr. F. H. Jacobs. We 
thank God for the past histoiy and the present 
power of the Fulton Street prayer-meeting. 

The Prodigal Prajred Home 

One night at the Fulton Street prayer-meeting, 
New Tork City, as the leader sttKxl before the 
audience with open Bible in his hand directing the 
meeting, a man opened the door, entered the room, 
walked down the aisle and handed Tijtn a message. 
It was written by an old father in a nervous, trran- 
bling hand and read something like this : " I want 
you to join me in praying for my boy. He has 
nm away from home. We don't know wh^e he 
has gone, bat think he ia in Colorado. Pray for 
him that he may become a Christian and come 
back home again. If we do not hear from him 
soon I fear his mother will die of grief. Don't for- 
get to pray for my boy." The Fulton Street prayer^ 
meeting knelt and prayed to Ood to convert the 
prodigal wherever he might be and send him back 
to his home. In a few days the mother received a 
letter from her absent boy that read something 
Hke this: "Mother, I am in Colorado. I am a 
cowboy. I hired out to herd cattle when I first 
~ came out here. One bright morning while herding 
cattle, all alone, wliile the other boys were in camp, 
with the sun shining bright and beautiful, the cattle 
grazing on the plains, the high mountains stood to 
the west of me, the wide plains to the east. I sat 
on my pony and looked at the beaatiful scene and 
got so lonesome. I thought about you, father, and 
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home, and got homeeiok. I felt like I wanted to 
pray. I got off my pony and knelt down on the 
prairie grass and tried to pray. While I -was try- 
ing to pray to QoA, His Holy Spirit oame apon 
me and converted my souL "When I work my 
month ont, and draw my wages, I will come home. 
I am sorry I ran away. I am glad I am a Chris- 
tian and I am sorry l^t I caused yon and father 
so much tronble. I want you to pray for me that 
I may live a faithful, consistent, Christian life." 

Prayer found him, oonvOTted him and bronght 
him back home again. Oh, Ood, help us to pray 
until all the wandering prodigals come back to 
their homes, to their praying mothers, and into iho 
kingdom of Christ. The Saviour has said : " If ye 
abide in Me and Hy words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye wiE and it shall be done unto you." 

William Wtlberforce 

There is an inseparable connection existing be- 
tween the Christian's intercession and the sinner's 
conversion. In ihe intimate relations of cause and 
effect, they are strongly linked together. The fa- 
mous William Wilberforce, the great English states- 
man and Christian philanthropist, was once a wild, 
wicked, worldly yonng man. At the age of twenty 
he was elected a member of the British Parliament 
and soon distinguished himself by his talents and 
statesmanship. He professed to be a skeptic and 
often spoke in terms of ridictde and sarcasm of the 
reUgion of Jesus Christ But to the very great 
surprise of himself and his intimate friends he sud- 
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denly lost his Bkepticism and was as suddenly 
thrown under a very deep conviction for sin. 

" Well," he said, " white I laughed, sang, con- 
versed and continually presented to the world an 
external happiness, it was all the time nothing more 
or less than the deepest deception, for all around 
my heart in the blackest mantle of darkness was an 
internal misery." 

In search of religious instruction, he went to 
good old Br. John Newton, a grand old preacher 
whom he had heard preach many times in the days 
of his childhood. 

" Tes," the old preacher said, " I remember you 
Twy weU. I often met you when you lived with 
your uncle and aunt I have your name on my 
prayer list and for several years I have been 
praying daily for your conversion, I am so glad 
that Qod has sent you to me in answer to 
prayer." 

WUberf orce was converted and became one of 
England's greatest philanthropists. This, however, 
is only another example of the omnipotency of 
prayer. So the intercessory prayer of the Chris- 
tian and the conversion of the soul of the sinner 
are frequently found in inseparable connection, oc- 
cupying to each otiier the intimate relation of cause 
and effect. Oh, G«d has given us a power that we 
can use in the world's salvation. 

" And th&t power is pmrer, wbiob mns on U^, 
Through Jesus to the thione; 
And moTw the hand that moTee the wotU, 
To Iviiig ulntiDn down." 
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Sir Robert Peel 

Onoe Sir Bobert Peel, the great English statee- 
man, was found by a friend praying over a bundle 
of lettOTs. The friend apologized for the disturb- 
ance and was turning away when Mr. Peel stopped 
him by saying : 

" Tou have not disturbed me. These Bxe not my 
private but my public devotions. I was just giving 
the affairs of state into the hands of Ood, for with- 
out Him I am not sufficient for their manage- 
ment," 

Statesmen who pray to Christ will, in the con- 
trol of state, obey His laws and the identity of the 
civil law and the moral law will produce a harmony 
in the uniTerse of QoA that will make the angels 
rejoice. 

Mr. Gladstone 
The day before Mr. Gladstone made his famous 
speech on the Irish qnestion in 1881, he was dis- 
cova^ by Mrs. Gladstone and a number of bis 
friends in the exercise of earnest prayOT. This 
speech was one of the great efforts of his lifa He 
believed in a Ood that hears and answers prayer 
and attributed his successful career as a statesman 
to its power and efficacy. 

IHano 

An el^ant piano was in a laige room where a 

number of musicians were performing both vocal 

and instrumental music. "Whenever they stmck a 

certain musical chord the piano woold respond with 
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a Bimilar tone, afi if an invisible hand were touching 
its keys, although no one was near the instrument. 
Whenever there was a discord the piano was unre- 
sponsive and would only discharge its music in re- 
sponse to a harmony of sound. The science of 
acoustics here reveals to us the power of harmony 
and the weakness of discord. If a human Ufe is in 
perfect harmony with God and man it can touch 
the key of prayer and a sympathetic chOTd in the 
loving heart of an affectionate heavenly Father 
will quickly respond with an immediate answer. 
When the infant chorch was in one accord on the 
day of Pentecost, it was filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Harmony is one condition of spiritual re- 
ception. It is hard for a church in discord to re- 
ceive the spirit of God. The science of spiritual 
acoustics reveals to us the principle on which the 
prayOT force can receive a suec^sful operation — 
harmony with God and man. 

Universal Neglect 
If everybody shonld quit praying what would be 
the consequence ? If all earth should neglect for 
one week to pray to God, who could even approxi- 
mately picture the terrible result ? The cause of 
evil would rapidly advance. Satan would eetab- 
tish strongholds in the earth's v^y centre. Our 
prayers are the spiritual chains, made strong by the 
blood of Jesus, that bind our earth to heaven, and 
should they be broken the earth would roU from 
its present spiritual orbit to the sulphurous regions 
of hell to smooldra in its bottomlees pita forever. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



FOSSIBIUTIES THROUGH PBAYEB 143 

Oh, may the destractive sword of spiritnal lethargy 
never succeed in eevering those telegraphic wires (^ 
cotnmtmication that bind earth to heaven, that bind 
man to God. 

Importunity 

Let OB not become weary in praying. *' Let as 
not become weary in weU doing, for in doe season 
we shall reap if we faint not" Our Saviour spako 
a parable nnto them to this end : " That men ought 
always to pray and not to faint, saying, There was 
in a city a jndge who feared not Gk>d ndther re- 
garded man, and there was a widow in that city, 
and she came unto him, saying: Avenge me of 
mine adversary. And he would not for a while, 
but afterwards be said within himself : Though I 
fear not God nor regard man, yet because this 
widow troubleth me, I will avenge ber, lest by her 
continual coming she weary ma 

" And the Lord said : Hear what the unjust judge 
sayeth. And shall not God avenge His own elect 
though He bear long with them ? I tell you that 
He will avenge them speedily, nevertheless, when 
the Son of Man oometh shall He find faith on the 
earth." 

The MezicaD Soldier 

Several years ago during a revival an old gray- 
haired man stood up in church in a testimony 
meeting and made a very interesting talk. He 
said: 

" I am an old Mexican soldier. Many years ago 
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I enlisted in the tTnited States army and went away 
from home to fight in the Mexican War. My wid- 
owed mother was opposed to my enlistment. She 
did not want me to become a soldier and go away 
from home. But regardless of her opposition I was 
disobedient and went to war. Then she wanted me 
to become a Christian before I went away, but I 
wonld playfully teU her that I would wait until I 
returned from the war. I remember the day I left 
home. My mother gave me a gold watch and said : 
' My son, this was your dead father's watch, but I 
want to give it to you. It is yours and I want you 
to wear it, and every day when it is twelve o'clodE 
I wish you to look at it and remember that your old 
mother is at home in your room, kneeling by the 
bed you used to occupy, praying for your salvation.' 
She at the same time gave me a small Bibla She 
had marked certain passages of Scripture in it and 
requested me to read a portion of it every day. I 
took it from her just because I had a high regard 
for my mother, but I never intended to read it, and 
had very few thoughts of ever becoming a Chris- 
tian. Four long months had passed by and I was 
hundreds of miles away from home. The army 
was making a long, tiresome march through the 
forests of Mexico. I looked at my watcL It was 
exactly twelve o'clock. I thought of my mothw 
far away in my bedroom kneeling before God, at 
that very hour praying for my salvation. I felt a 
desire to pray for myself, the first desire of this kind 
I had experienced since the days of my childhood. 
I requested an officer to relieve me for a shori; tima 
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He granted my request and I retired from the ranks . 
into the foreet aad, mider one of those great trees, 
I knelt and poured oat my soitl to God in prayer. 
My inuyerB were answo^d, my soul was oonverted. 
I arose from my knees and returned to my place 
in the ranks, a different man, a new man — a Chris- 
tian. I have now made an enlistment in another 
army, the army of the living God. I became a 
soldier of the cross. I have fought many a battle. 
I have won many a victory. I know that Christ is 
- tme. I have watdied by the church in bivouac, 
fought by it in battle, never dreamed of desertion. 
Although a war-scarred veteran, I am looking for a 
promotion from the church militant on earth to the 
church triumphant in heaven, the church trium- 
phant that now stands watching, waiting, beckoning 
for me to come and swell its numbers in the battle- 
ments of glory. My precious mother, whose ear- 
nest prayers brought me into the kingdom of Cktd, 
has long since preceded me to that IJind of Light, 
but by the grace of God I intend to meet her there. 
I am working on, praying on, and trusting in the 
Lord, and ' when the roll is called up yonder, 111 be 
there.' 

" What this world needs," said the old man, " is 
more consecrated Christian mothers to pray for their 
children and to pray for their homes." 

And the old man vras right. You give America 
a generation of Christian mothers and the nest gen- 
eration will be a generation of Christians, indeed, 
with scarcely a solitary exception. Oil, my God, 
save the mothers of Am^ca I 
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Other Worlds and Stars 

On a beautiful night, when the sky is clear, and 
no cload obacures in the least degree the star-span- 
gled canopy above, lift your eyes and look, behold- 
ing the stars, worlds and systems, rolling, revolving 
and circulating through the boundless fields of end- 
less E^)ace, and ask yourself the question if these 
worlds are inhabited by Luunortal, created, accounta- 
ble beings, and if these beings enjoy the same great 
privilege accorded the rational inhabitants of earth ? 
The privilege of talMngto God? We speaktoGod 
from our hearts. He replies to us by granting our 
requests. Thus we converse with tlie King of the 
Universe. 

Private Prayer 

Oh, the privil^e of private prayer, when the soul 
need hold nothing in reservation, but can tell it all 
to God. How delightful to resort in secrecy to the 
privacy of our rooms and there hold sweet com- 
munion with God, until, when we depart from this 
trysting place of happiness and joy, our whole being 
is radiant with hope and luminous with love, like 
the face of Moses when he interviewed God on the 
Mount. For our Saviour has said: "When thon 
hast shut thy door pray to thy Father which is in 
secret and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly." 

Mighty Magnetism 

As a mighty magnetism attracts the mariner's 
compass to the north, so our prayers attract the at- 
tention of heaven to earth. If you wish to get the 
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attention of heaven you pray, for " The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much," 
and " The eyes of the Lord are npon the righteous 
and His ears are open nnto their cry." 

Prayer Like Incense 
An acceptable prayer ascends to heaven like the 
fragrant perfumes of sweet scented incense, and, 
settling around the Great "White Throne, God is 
delighted, and immediately there issues from the 
Powers of heaven an invisible, though mighty in- 
fluence, that, descending to earth, forms a halo of 
holy love and a barrier of protection around the 
object of its petitions, modifying his life and per- 
forming results beyond the most extravagant ex- 
pectations of the petitioner. 

Voice From the Tomb 
Many years ago a widowed mother died, leaving 
her only child, a Uttle boy, alone in the world. She 
was too poor to leave him any of this world's goods, 
she did not even leave him a dollar. But she was 
a godly woman and had often prayed that her little 
boy might grow up to be a good man and a Chris- 
tian. After hifl mother's death he was soon sur- 
rounded by better material circumstances, received 
a good education, and in a few years became a rich 
man and ranked among the wealthy men in the 
city where he lived. It was now twenty years 
smce his mother's death and he was stiU uncon- 
verted. He was not a Christian. His mother's 
prayers had not been answered. He thought that 
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it vrould be showing the proper respect to bis 
mothOT, and also that it would be the right thing 
for him to do, to take her bones from the neglected 
graveyard in the lonely coimtry place and bury 
t^em in his own nice lot in tiie city oemetery. 
During the day of the disinterment he could not 
keep from thinking of the hundreds and hondreds 
of times his mother had prayed for his conversion 
and that her prayers had never yet been answered. 
These thoughts and memories deeply stirred his 
heart and that very night he sought the Lord and 
found Him in a bright and happy conversion. The 
mother's prayers were answered after all and her 
son was brought to Christ. Oh, yon mothers, pray 
on, pray on, pray on, and if the loved ones for 
whom you are praying are not converted now, per- 
haps after years have gone by and your body is 
smouldering in the dust of the earth, the voice of 
prayer from the silence of the tomb may lead the 
object of your petitions into the kingdom of God. 

Martin Lather 

" Ask of Me things to come concerning Hy sons, 
and conoeniing the work of My hands, command ye 
Me." 

It is said that Martin Luther had such power 
with God in prayer that he could secure from Him 
whatever he desired. At one time during the Hef- 
ormation an awful crisis occurred, when only the 
Btrtmgest fiiith could see any cause whatever for 
the slightest hope of the ultimate triumph of the 
religion of Luther. A persecution had broken out 
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with such a tremendoos force and power that it 
threatened to cany to destruction everything that 
waa conducive to the advancement of the Refonoa- 
tion. Lnther's friends were few, feeble and falt«> 
ing, while his enemies were many, strong and ex- 
ultant. But regardless of all these disconraging 
oppoedtions, Luther never wavered a particle, but, 
according to his usual custom, he went to his place 
of prayer and ranking upon his kneee in earnest 
snppUcation, he implored Divine Omnipotency to 
reinforce with sufficient help the necessities of hu- 
man impotency. It is said that he prayed espe- 
cially for the Emperor of Gennaay, losing his 
prayers upon Proverbs zzi. 1 : "The king's heart 
is in the hands of the Lord, as the rivers of water : 
He tnmeth it whithersoever He will." He wrestled 
alone with God like Jacob of old until he,had won 
the victory. Then arising from his knees he walked 
from his place of prayw into the room where his 
family was assembled and with 'joy in his heart 
and sunshine in his face, he lifted his hands towards 
heaven and touted : 

"We have overcome; we have overcome; yes, 
we have overooma" 

And, indeed, he had overcome, as was plainly 
proven to the world a short time afterwards. It 
was discovered that just at that very time when 
Luther claimed the victory, Emperor Charles V is- 
sued his proclamation of religions toleration in Ger- 
many. That wonderful prayer of Martin Luther's 
not only immediately but permanently changed the 
whole religious complexion of the entire world and 
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has wielded over it an inflaence for good from the 
moment it was offered ontil the present time and it 
will continue to exercise an influence for good nntil 
the time arrivee when the Judgment shall close the 
period of prayer and praying wiU cease forever. 
Oh, God, give us more men who can pray like 
Luther, like Elijah, like Daniel, like Paul, and 
"righteousness will cover the earth like waters 
cover the sea." 

John Knox 
John Enox was a mighty man, noted for his 
faith, his hope, and his wonderful power with Gtod 
in pray^. His name vnll shine as a brilliant star 
in the flrmament of the church untU tiie history of 
the world is completed. At one time Queen Maiy 
of Scotland declM^ that she feared the prayers of 
John Knox more than she feared all the armies of 
Europe. Queen Mary was the daughter of Henry 
VllI and Catherine of Aragon, and under the dan- 
gerous teachings of her mother, she was taught the 
erroneous doctrines of Catholicism and consequently 
brought up in the dark faith of Bome. She became 
a dangerous instrument in the hands of the Boman- 
ish priests and Catholicism generally for the de- 
struction of Protestantism. Soon after her ascension 
to the English throne, the jails were filled with 
Protestants ; the fires of martyrdom were kindled at 
Smithfield, and the whole Wid was one scene of 
desolation, indeed, while Protestants were hunted 
and destroyed like wild beasts on the mountains. 
Bloody Mary was the name given to England's 
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queen, and a very appropriate name it was. The 
great heart of John Knox was deeply stirred hy 
the awful things that were continually transpiring. 
It is said that he would stand on his knees or lay 
prostrate on his face for hours at a time in prayer 
to God for the salvation of his people, and at times 
would cry out ; " Oh, God, give me Scotland or I 
wiU die." And God gave him Scotland, On© day 
during an awful crisis in the bloody persecution, 
Knox, together with several of his friends, were 
engaged in prayer in a certain place for an emanci- 
pation from tiiis cruel administration of British 
govOTUment and its destructive martyrdom, when 
Knox shouted : " Deliverance has come." And 
sure enough, deUverance had come, for as fast as a 
cornier could ride from London to the city where 
Knox was praying, the news was carried of Bloody 
Mary's death. She bad died saddenly, and, as a 
comparison of time afterwards revealed, at the very 
moment when John Knox, miles away, had shouted 
that deliverance had com& Surely a spiritual 
telegraphy frequently communicates to prajing 
hearts the glorious news of answered prayer and 
that every one can have his prayers answered is 
plainly proven by the beat of Scriptural evidence, 
for Jesus Himsdf has said : " Every one that ask- 
eth recdveth." 

Charles G. Finney 

One of the most powerful and successful revival 

preachers in ihe United States of America between 

the years of 1825 and 1835 was Charles G. Einney. 
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His revival vrork extended here and there in differ- 
ent parts of New England, hut was confined lai;gely 
to the state of New York. The thorou^iness of 
the conversions that ocoorred in his revivals was so 
manifested in the snbseqnent life of the converted 
person that it not only convinced the world of 
the reality of religion but closed the slanderous 
month of blatant infideUty. One of the most dis- 
tinguishing characteristics of his revivals was the 
constant exercise of earnest, importunate, believing 
prayer. His theory was that we must cling to 
Christ with the hands of faith, and cry to Him 
with an earnestness, importonity and constancy in 
prayer if we would vritnees the fruits of that gen- 
uine revival that results in an essential link in the 
chain of causes that invariably result in the pro- 
daction of a revival Prayer and truth are both 
absolutely necessary in the conver^on of men. But 
one great mistake that Christian workers too fre- 
quently make is that they depend almost exclu- 
sively on the power of troth and neglect to utilize 
the other neceesaiy branch of the essential means 
which is effectual, fervent, believing prayer. They 
seem to forget that the mind of man will not be- 
heve the tmth of God without the help of the Holy 
Spirit, and that the Holy Spirit invariably works 
in human hearts in answer to human prayers. " If 
ye then being evil know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him?" 
Men preach the truth, talk the troth and oircolate 
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the truth in tracts, papers and books, luid then 
wonder why it is that thej do not suooeed. 
They actually forget that they would have sao- 
oeeded beyond the possibility of a doubt if they had 
prayed to Gk)d to said His Holy Spirit and prepare 
the hearts of the people for the truth's reception. 
Oh, that every one who professes to love the Lord 
would only realize the inseparable connection be- 
tween the praying of the Christian and the salva- 
tion of the sinner. 



"Author of ttia new Drariioii, 

Oohm wltit mution aod witb power. 
Ibka onr heorii Tbj habitation, 
On onr aonli Thy graoMihowor, 

"Emt, oh, hMT oumppllMtloii, 
BlBflBod Spirit, God of Pmm. 
Best npoQ this oongregitioii 
With the tolliuH trf Thy paM," 



DeV^tt Talmage 
Many years ago a husband and wife went from 
Somerville where they lived to Baskerville where 
Eev. Chas. G. Finney was conducting a series of 
revival meetings. They attended his meetings and 
were deeply impressed, not only to lead better livea 
themselves but to use every agency in their power 
to induce their children to become Christians. The 
evening they returned home from the meeting they 
WOTe very much surprised to find their three chil- 
dren, two sons and one daughter, making preparer 
tions to TCepond to an invitation to attend a veiy 
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gay entertainment. The mother called the children 
into her room and said : 

" Children, your father and I, dnring our absence, 
attended a revival meeting at Baskerville, condncted 
by Rev. Chas. Q. Fmney, and we have reeolved not 
only to lead Christian lives ourselves, but to induce 
our children to come and go with us to heaven. I 
prefer that you do not go to the entertainment, but 
if it will be a great disappointment to you not to go 
I will not require any of you to stay at home. If 
you do I want you to know that I will not cease to 
pray for you from the time you start until you re- 
turn home, that you may be converted and become 
the children of God." 

The children went and the mother prayed. They 
did not enjoy themselves very much, for the very 
thought that mother was at home praying for their 
salvation made their smroundiogs uncomfortable to 
them. They did not return until daybreak, neither 
did their mother cease to pray until they returned. 
During the day the parents heard their daughter 
weeping in her room. They went in and found her 
penitently seeking the Lord with all her heart 
They prayed with her and pointed her to the 
"Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world." She was converted and told them to go 
to the bam where both her brothers were earnestly 
seeking the Lord. The parents went and found 
their oldest son kneeling on the bam floor crying 
to God for help. They gave him the necessary in- 
struction, and he too was soon converted and after- 
wards became aji eminent mioi^tQ^ of the GospeL 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



POSSrBUjmS THROUGH PRATEE 165 

They then sought their second son and found hun 
near by in the wagon house, earnestly seeking the 
Lord. While they were praying with him he, too, 
was gloriously converted to God. The pious 
mother, stirred to importunate prayer by Charles 
G. Finney's sermons, had actually in one nig^t 
prayed aJl of her children into the kingdom of 
God. 

David, the younger son, unwilling to keep to him- 
self the glorious news of his wonderful conversion, 
walked across the fields to the house on the adjtnn- 
ing farm, where the young lady lived to whom he 
was engaged to be married. He related to her his 
religious experiences, and she too was converted 
and consecrated her young life to the service of the 
Lord. A sweeping revival began, of which that 
mother's prayer-room appeared to be the storm cen- 
tre, a revival that swept the whole country, and two 
hundred more souls were converted in the little 
church at Somerville. 

David and his sweetheart were afterwards mai^ 
ried. They became the parents of several children, 
whom they determined to raise for God. They 
made a contract with their ChrKtian neighbours to 
help them pray their children into His spiritual 
kingdom. Their prayers were answered and all 
their children were converted. The last one to pro- 
fess faith in Christ and rejoice in a precious Chris- 
tian experience was their noble son, DeWitt, who 
afterwaixls became the eminent DeWitt Talmage, 
the famous American pulpiteer, whose eloquent 
sermonic productions have gospelized so many homee 
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and spiritualized so many lives aad evangelized bo 
many hearts through the agency of the sec^tar press. 
Dr. Talmage often said ; 

"AS. that I am, all that I expect to be, and all 
the good tiiat I have ever accomplished in this 
world can no doubt be indirectly attributed to the 
all night prayer of my grandmother when she prayed 
for the salvation of her children." 

She was stimulated to the exercise of prayer by 
the Holy Ghost sermons of Charles G. Finney. Oh, 
may all the preachers be baptized with ihe Holy 
Ghost and all the mothers with tlie spirit of prayer. 
In one night's time an evangelizing force will go 
forth in the world and nations will be bom in a day. 

The Converted Coal Miner 
A drunkard and his destitute family lived in a 
coal mining town in a Western state. He was a 
coal miner, had worked in the mines for many 
years and received good wages for his work. But 
he spent all his money in saloons and for ten years 
had not contributed a cent towards his family's 
support. His wife, a Christian lady, though not 
possessing very much physical strength, worked the 
best she could to furnish her family with food and 
cbthing. She worked at the wadi-tub, with her 
needle, every way she knew, but often was unable 
to furnish her little ones with the necessities of life. 
For lack of food they were often hungry. The 
children were thinly clad and in the winter time 
frequently went wiljiout shoes. The kind mother 
did the best she could, but her body was not strong, 
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and her sm&ll eanungs were insufficient to make 
her children comfortable. Though with a patience 
that Ohristiaiuty only can impart, she worked and 
prayed on, making the best she could of her unfor- 
tunate surroundings. The husband drawing his 
wages and spending them for drink would come 
home intoxicated and abase the little helpless chil- 
dren that called him father, and beat his wife when 
she was unable to provide snch things as his brutal 
appetite desired. The neighbours came m, talked 
with her, offered her their sympathy and advised 
her to leave him. 

" He never contributes a cent to your suf^tort," 
they said, "nor to the support of the children, nor 
to his own support You board him yourself and 
make all these sacrifices for him and tiien he beats 
you for doing it. If I were you I would not live 
vrith the drunken brute." 

" Dont you call my husband a brute," she very 
earnestly replied. " I know that John is dissipated 
and that he does not always do right, but I remem- 
ber how kind and good he used to be during the 
first years of our married life. And I believe he 
is going to reform and become kind and good like 
he vras then. I pray every day and every night 
for God to convert him and I believe that He wilL 
For Qod has told us in the Bible that * Men ought 
always to pray and not to faint,' and < AH things 
whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing ye shall re- 
ceive.' I can't keep from believing that my prayers 
will be answered and that ha will be saved yet, and 
before veiy long." 
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A Methodist preacher waa oondacting a sQccess- 
fal revival meeting m the little white chapel in the 
ooal mining toniL It was Friday evening and the 
dissipated miner was passing by the church to his 
home. He saw a large crowd standing arotind the 
chnrch doors unable to get in because of the lai^ 
congregation that had assembled. 

" What does all this mean ? " he inqnired, as he 
saw the great crowd aromid the doors. 

" Oh," th^ replied, " there is a strange preacher 
in there doing some wonderful preaching and peo- 
ple are professing to be converted while he preaches. 
They claim God gives them new hearts and makes 
them new creatures. What do you think about it ? " 

" I don't think anything about it," he said, " ex- 
cept this is the big^;e8t crowd I have seen go to 
church since I have lived in the town, and I have 
lived hOTe a good many years. I guess I vrill go in 
and look at a man that can draw a crowd like that 
in this town." 

He pushed his way through the crowd, entered 
the diurch and stood near the door, with his rough 
mining clothes on and the dust of the coal mine 
still on his face and hands. The preacher's text 
was " God is love." He told the sinner that God 
loved his soul but hated his sins ; that He sent His 
Son into the world to save the sinner ; that He 
came " to seek and save the lost " ; that " He died 
for the ungodly " and that " God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son that whoso- 
ever beUeveth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." 
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The next day in the coal mine the miners said to 
him: 

" We saw you at chnrch hist night," 

" Yes," he said. " I haven't been to chmvh be- 
fore in many years." 

" Well, how did yon like the preachw ? " they 
asked. 

" Oh," he said, " he will do very well to preach 
to women and children, telling them that Gk>d is 
love, bnt to convert an old sinner like me he vdll 
have to preach the terrors of the law, preach about 
death, hell and the judgment — that ^e wages of 
sin is death." 

Bat all the time he was taUdng against the 
preacher and against his kind of preaching, he was 
wondering if God was love and if He actually loved 
him, after he had been such a blasphemer, such a 
drunkard, such a Sabbath breaker, such a wife- 
beater. Down deep in his heart he was wondering 
if Glod loved him, 

The next day was Saturday. He finished his 
day's work, drew his week's wages, which amoimted 
to fifteen dollars, for he received two doUars and a 
half a day, and then started to ihe saloon to engage 
in his regular weekly dissipations. To reach the 
saloon he had to pass by the church. He saw the 
overflowing crowd standing around the chnrch door 
unable to secure an entrance. He felt impressed to 
go in and hear the preacher preach another sermon. 
He pushed his way through the crowd, entered the 
church, but could find no place to sit down. He 
was tired and did not feel like standing, so, walk- 
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ing down the church aisle, he found a place near 
the pulpit on a seat among some little boys so near 
the front that the preacher said he could have 
tonched him with his finger. 

"While I was preaching," the preacher after- 
wards remarked, " I saw him weep. The big tears 
started from his eyes, rolled down his cheeks, blade 
with the dust from the coal mine. He wiped them 
away with his rough sleeve." 

After the sermon the preacher put a proposition 
requesting those who desired to become Christians 
to stand. The coal miner stood up. The preacher 
inquired of him what particular part of the sermon 
that night fit his case. 

"Nothing in the sermon to-night," he replied, 
" but last night you said that ' Ck>d is love ' and 
that He lored the sinner's soul but hated his sins. 
Does the Bible say that ' God is love ' ? " 

Turning over tiie leaves of the Bible he showed 
the penitent man where it said that " God is love" 
in a number of different places. As soon as he 
was convinced of God's love he could not keep 
from loving Gk>d and as soon as be loved Gk)d he 
was conv^^ted. There is a principle of reciprocity 
planted in every heart. When it is convinced that 
it is loved by another it reciprocates that love in 
return. When this man was oonvinced that God 
loved him, he loved God in return, and the result 
was his conversion. He arose from bis knees 
where the minister was praying with him and in- 
structing him, and started home. He did not want 
to go to the saloon then ; be wanted to go home to 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



POSSIBIMTIBS THBOUGH PRATER 161 

his wife and cbildren. When a man is converted 
he does not want to go to the saloon, but he waots 
to go and tell his happy experience to hia loved 
ones at home. 

About this time on Saturday nights he usually 
retomed home drank and abused his wife and chil- 
dren. His wife was waiting for him. The ohildrea 
had not gone to bed. They never did on Saturday 
night ontil their father returned. The wife was 
keeping bis supper warm for him. Kneeling by a 
chair she was also praying for his salvation. They 
heard the familiar footsteps coming down the side- 
walk. She arose from her kneeling position and 
stood between her frightened children and the 
door, as if to protect them from their drunken 
father with her frail body. He reached the door, 
opened it, but not like he used ta He opened it 
gently, stepped in and stood in the presence of hia 
family. He began to smile. 

" Don't be afraid, wife," he said. " I am not 
going to hurt you. I am not drunk — I am con- 
verted. I have not been to the saloon. I have 
been to church and I am converted." 

'* Oh 1 " she exclaimed. For a moment she im- 
agined that he had lost his mind. That too mnch 
drink bad dethroned his reason — that he had become 
suddenly insane and that his mind had taken a re- 
ligious turn. She felt like she was standing in the 
presence of a maniac. But the children believed 
him. Taking the baby in his anus, he pressed it 
to his breast, kissed its pale face and said, as he 
held it up between him and heaven : 
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" From this time on I will be a good father to 
yoa. I thU never beat you again. I will put 
shoeB on these tittle bare feet and warmer clothes 
on your little body. I will furnish food for your 
hungry month. I will be a tme father to you." 

Pressing it to his heart again, as if to seal the 
TOW he had just made, he placed it on the floor. 
Then taking in his arms the next child he made a 
similar vow, and on, and on until he had vowed be- 
fore Ood that he would protect and support all of 
his seven children. At last he approached his as- 
tonished wife, who even yet was not prepared to 
believe his conversion. He put his hand in his 
pocket and pulled out his week's wages and said : 

" Wife, if I were drunk, I would not have this. 
Wife, yon take it — it is yours. Buy things for 
yourself and the children. It is more than yoa 
could earn in a month." 

She threw her glad arms around her husband's 
neck and wept. 

" Oh, John," she said, " the news is too good. 
The neighbours came in last week and wanted me 
to leave you, but I told t^em that I was praying 
for you and I knew that God would answer my 
prayers and you would be couvOTted." 

The preacher who related this incident said : 

" It may be that I will lose my voice some time 
BO that I can't preach, but if I do I hope that I will 
not lose my muscular power nor my brain power, 
for I want to work and support tiie Gospel in the 
country where I Uva This grand old Gospel of 
Jesus Christ that puts shoes on bare feet, food in 
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hungry months, clothes on thinly clad bodies, and 
sends happiness and joy blazing like sunshine 
through homes of darkness, poverty and destitu- 
tion. Oh, what a pivilege to give to the support of 
such a glorious OospeL Praise Clod for the Glospel 
of Jesus Christ that teaches the doctrioe of prayer." 

The Power of Prayer 
It is useless to speak of the power of prayer. 
Some of you know mudi about its power. It is 
useless to tell you about Hezekiah's restored health, 
of Elijah and the great rain, or of the post-mortem 
examination of the Apostle James that showed his 
knees to be callous from much praying. It is use- 
less for me to tell you of Whitefield on his face be- 
fOTe God, of Eichard Baxter who staiiied the walls 
of his study with the breath of prayer, or of how 
prayer walked the cave as a lion tamer in the 
days of Daniel, of how prayer threw open the 
prison doors for Peter, rolled back the Sed Sea for 
Moses, and made the very heavens bend for the 
sainted John "Wesley. If John Livingston oould in 
one little church at one service bring SOO souls to 
God, why cannot we in one revival meeting bring 
fifty to Him as easily as Livingston brought 500 ? 
If John Knox could place the lever of prayer be- 
neath Scotland and shake it from one end to the 
other, why cannot we turn our prayers loose in this 
country and shake it from centre to circumference ? 
We can if we vilL It is the same Holy Ghost, the 
same Great Jehovah, the same Christian religion. 
God has not changed a particle. I need not tell you 
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of the time when your own soul was Binking and 
Qod heard yoor cry, of that time when your own 
child was dying and Otod granted yoor petition, or 
of the time when your own fortmie failed yon and 
God filled your empty pantry with the measure of 
meal and the omse of oiL We know not what 
others may do but as for us we are going to pray. 
We are going to turn the roaring batteiy of the ar- 
tillery of prayer loose on the advancing hosts of sin 
and mow them down by the hundreds and thou- 
sands before the devil has had time to heave a sin- 
gle fortifioation. Let us station our prayers like 
grim sentinels on the very outskirts of our country 
and stay the charging squadrons of vice that 
threaten to rush over our thoughtless people and 
sweep them into the angry whirlpools of sin and 
sink them forever beneath the reach of rescue. Oh, 
my friends, it is time for action. The angry clouds 
of vice and sin are gathering in the distance while 
the howling storms of Satan's wrath are raging 
within. Let us pray. Let us pray until the answw 
to our prayers, like the commanding voice of Jeho- 
vah, will hash the howling winds and still the sui^ 
ing waves of the wild sea of corruption that threat- 
ens to roll its filthy billows over our 90,000,000 of 
American people and deluge in everlasting rain car 
God-given American homes. Yes, let us pray on 
to the terminus of our probation and then : 

" Hiia robe of llMh ire'll drop uid rias 
To seize the everUetiDg prize : 
And efaoat while pMnng throngb the air. 
Farewell, lacewell, eweet honr of pnver*" 
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The Converted Engineer 

An engineer, who coDtrolled the large engine on 
the Bnrlington railroad that drew the long passrai- 
ger tram, was a Christian man. It was eight o'clock 
at night A Christian friend was riding with him 
on the engine. They were approaching a WeBtem 
oity. Passing through its suburban districts they 
were heading for the big anion depot. 

'* Look," said the engineer, " the next honse is 
mine." 

His friend looked and saw a cozy cottage home, 
while at the window were three children with their 
mother looking and waving at the passing train. 
The engineer also looked, smiled and waved his 
hand in retnm. Turning to his friend he said : 

" Those are my wife and children. Every other 
night at eight o'clock they take their places at that 
window and watch my train go by. The children 
are dressed for bed and with their night-dresses on 
they kneel on a big trunk by the window and 
watch my train go by. Then they bow their 
heads and say their prayers. And tiiey always 
pray for ma Their mother has taught them to. 
It does me so much good to have them pray for 
me. I believe that their prayers help to keep me 
straight. I used to be crooked. I was about as 
rough a man as lived in this city. I would drink, 
and fight, and swear and gamble and do a great 
many things that were wrong. Bnt I married a 
Christian wonum and that Christian woman prayed 
for me every day and every night. "When God 
sent a little child to our home, as soon as it got big 
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enough, its mother tanght it to praj for its wicked, 
profane, dissipated father. God gave me three 
precious little children, one little boy and two little 
girls, 80 four earnest prayers went up to heaven 
every day for my salvation. She taught the chil- 
dren to kneel on that big trunk by the window 
every night as my train went by, so I would know 
that they were thinking abont me and praying for 
me. I tell yon tiieir prayers made me think. At 
last I had a lay-off for a whole week. I went with 
my wife down to the big Methodist revival meeting. 
I was converted and ever since I have been a dif- 
ferent man. I don't want to swear, drink, fight, 
gamble or do anything wrong. And I love to 
pray, too, and read my Sible and go to church 
whenever I have a chance. My family, instead of 
the saloon, now gets the benefit of my money. I 
have gotten out of debt and I feel and act like a 
new man. I tell you there is one thing that I 
know, and that is this: that religion can save a 
man from sin. Christ has saved me in answer to 
the prayers of my wife and children. I like this 
new life better and better every day. I thank Gtod 
that He hears and answers prayer." Oh, remem- 
ber and do not foi^;et it, that there is a very 
close relation ^TifitiTig between the prayer of the 
Christian and the salvation of tJiie sinner. Don't 
fOTget to continually -pt&j for the salvation 
of yonr unsaved friends, that they may be saved 
from sin. For the prayers of the Christian and 
the salvation of the sinner are closely linked 
together. 
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Sight Guns 
On the great wiir-ships, I am told, the sacoesBful 
cannoneer usually sights his gun on his knees, and 
that the gun thus sighted seldom misses its mark. 
Bo it is in the Divine Kavy. The gospel preacher 
who makes his sermons and sights the gospel gun 
on his knees will sddom miss the mark. 

Thirteen Consecutive Hours 
An old preaohOT preached a powerful sermon 
before an annual conference. He stirred the hearte 
of his anditors with a strange and mighty power. 
After the sermon, a young preacher came up to 
him and afiked : 

" Tell me the secret of such wonderful preaching." 
" My young brother, did yon ever pray ? " replied 
the old preacher. " Did you erer pray thirteen con- 
secutive hours over the preparation of a sermon ? " 
" No," he said. " I never prayed that long over 



" I did," said the old man, " in the preparation 
of that sermon. That is all the secret I know. 
Earnest praying makes powerful preaching." 

The Waiting Congregation 
The congregation had afisembled at the church. 
The time for the preaching service had arrived, but 
the preacher was not there. A messenger was sent 
to his room bat soon returned and reported that the 
preacher was in his room but the door was locked, 
so he did not get to see him, but could only hear 
him talking to some one on the inside. He had 
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heard him say that he would not go to (dmnh unless 
the person to whom he was talking went with him. 
One of the intimate friends of the preacher arose 
in the congregation, aft^ hearing the report, and 
said: 

*' He will be here and the Person to whom he is 
tajking will come with him. "We wiE have a 
gracious meeting to-day. Ton see if we don't, for 
the Person to whom he is talking is GhxL He is 
jnst praying — that's aU." 

Jost then the ohnrch door opened and the 
preacher oame in. "Walking to the pnlpit he 
preached a sermon with such snpematmul power 
that he stirred hnman hearts and saved lost men 
from sin. The twentieth century preacher should 
be a man of praya*, and then souls will be converted 
under his ministry. 

The Two Brothers 

A few years ago a Christian mother w^t into a 
little prayer-meeting in the city of Philadelphia 
and requested the Christian people to pray for the 
salvation of her two dissipated sons. She said she 
feared they were going to ruin as f a^t a^ they could 
possibly go. They would frequently get drank, and 
had recently been on a big spree, and were now 
beyond her controL Though they were young and 
had just started in the way to ruin, still if some- 
thing was not done to save them and that very 
soon, she was sure that both her boys would finally 
fill drunkards' graves. 

'*0h, my heart is almost broken, Christian 
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people," ahe said. " Will you not join me in Tpn,j- 
ing to Ood to save my two dear boys from a dnmk- 
ard'a life and a drunkard's grave ? " 

They knelt and prayed with her for the salvation 
of her sons. The next morning the two brothers 
had an appointment to meet on Uie comer of Thir- 
teenth and Uarket Streets and go from that place 
on another romid of dissipation. They knew 
nothing of Mr. Moody's revival meetings in prog- 
ress in that city at that time, conducted in a large 
building on that very comer. One brother arrived 
at the appointed place before the other and while 
he was waiting for him to come he saw the great 
crowd of people pushing their ways into the large 
building where the revival was being conducted. 
He was curioos to see what it all meant, where the 
people were going, and what they were going to 
do, 80 he followed them in. The spirit of God fell 
upon him and convicted him so deeply that his 
convictions soon resulted in a glorious conversion 
of his 90h1 to Christ. He became one of the bright- 
est converts of that meeting, and attracted the 
attention of a great many people by his demonstra- 
tions of joy. His brother, oonung to the street 
comer where they were to meet and not finding 
him there, also tried to enter the building, but 
found it too crowded to secure an entrance. He, 
too, through curiosity, went into another meeting, 
was wonderfully converted and went home happy. 
After he reached h(mie and while he was telling his 
mother what the Lord had done for him, the older 
toother came in with the glad tidings of his oon- 



D,a,l,zt!dbvG00glc 



170 

Tendon. There was gi>eat joy in that borne that 
day and that mother was the happiest mother in 
Philadelphia. A few days afterwards one of the 
hrothers told his experience in the young converts' 
meeting. No sooner had he told his story and sat 
down than the other got up and said : 

" I am the other brother and I want to say that 
while only a few days ago onr home was very miser- 
able indeed, we now have the happiest home in 
Philadelphia. It is made happy all because of the 
religion of Jesus Christ." 

We need more praying mothers to pray for the 
salvation of their wayward children. We need 
more Christian mothers to enlist other Christian 
people in uniting with them in besiegmg a throne of 
grace in behalf of their loved ones lost in sin. For 
6od will hear and answer prayer. He has said; 
" All things whatsoever ye sh^ ask in prayer be- 
lieving ye shall receive." " And God is not a man 
that He should lie, nor the son of man that He 
sfaould repent Hath He not said and shall He not 
do it and hath He not spoken and shall He not 
make it good P " 

The Blind Man Healed 
Many centuries ago our Saviour was in the city 
of Bethsaida, a city situated on the shore of the sea 
<rf Gtalilee. A number of persons brought to Him 
a blind man and besought Jesus that He would 
touch him, that his physical blindness might disap- 
pear and that he might immediately receive his 
physical eyesight Jesus listened to their petitions 
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and in answer to tbeir prayers led the blind man 
out of the city, and touching his eyes with His om- 
nipotent fingers of healing, destroyed his blindness 
and immediately imparted to him [diysical ^e- 
sight, so he could look with joy and wonder upon 
the beauties and sublimities of the material imiverse 
by which he was surrounded. 

In imitation of those people of Bethsaida let us 
lead our friends who are blind with sin to the Sa- 
viour of sinners, and pray Him to touch them with 
the powers of the Holy Spirit that their spiritual 
blindness may disappear and that they may inune- 
diatefy receive their spiritual eyesight. Jeaus will 
listen to our petitions and in answer to our prayers 
will touch their sin-blinded eyes with His omnipo- 
tent fingers of salvation, destroying their blindness 
and immediately imparting to them their spiritual 
eyesight, so that they can look with joy and won- 
der upon the beauties and sublimities of the spiritual 
universe by which they are surrounded. Jeeus 
Christ was the divine oculist, who, when He was 
here on earth, exercised His powers over the mate- 
rial universe and opened the ey^ of the physically 
blind that they might see the beauties of the world, 
but now since His enthronement on His mediatorial 
throne at the right hand of the Majesty on High, 
He exercises His powers over the spirittml universe 
and opens the eyee of blind sinners that they may 
see the beauties of His grace. And He does this 
in answer to prayer. For the Scriptures command 
us to " Pray for another that ye may be healed." 
Gk>d win hear and answ^ prayer, for " Qod is not 
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a man tbat He ahoald lie, neither the son of man 
that He should repent. Hath He not said and shall 
He not do it, or hath He not qmken and shall He 
not make it good ? " 

Bishop Charles C. McCabe 
Bishop Charles C. McCabe, who wm one of the 
most eloqnent and popular bishops of the Keth- 
odist Episcopal Church, claimed that he was 
converted when he was only eight years of 
age, through the influence of a pious father's 
prayers. 

" Every day at the noon hour," he said, " I saw 
my father come from his place of private prayer 
with a supernatural glow of heavenly light in his 
eyes, and I knew he had been praying for me. It 
made such a mighty impression on my child mind that 
I resolved to improve liie first public opportunity to 
seek religion at the altars of the church. My father 
was a Methodist exhorter, and the opportunity pre- 
sented itself just after one of my father's impassioned 
exhortations in the church, when he invited people to 
the altar of prayer. A large number of little boys 
from seven to ten years ol age wrait to the altar 
that night. I went with them and had scarcely 
knelt down when my soul was gloriously converted 
by the power of the Spirit. It was the influence of 
my father's prayers that induced me to go to the 
altar. It was bis pray^s that prepared him that 
night to deliver his powerful exhortation, and it was 
also his pray^B that prepared my young heart for 
its reception. So I was converted and saved from 
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sin through the infloence of my pioog father's 
prayers." 

Bishop McCabe was not only one of the finest 
preachers, but one of the finest singers in the United 
States. He has sung and preached and prayed thou- 
sands and thousands of people into the kingdom of 
God. He might have led as many thoasanda down 
to an awful perdition and with them been lost for- 
ever, if it had not been that he had a praying father 
who prayed earnestly every day for his boy's salva- 
tion. Oh, for more praying fathers to pray their 
boys into the glorious kingdom of God. " The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much." 

Francis E. ClaA 
Francis G. Clark, who was the originator of the 
Christian Endeavour Society, claims that he was 
brought to Christ through the influence of a pions 
mother's prayers. His father died when Francis 
was but a babe. His mother, seeking to be both a 
father and a mother to her son, whom she loved so 
well, baptized him with her prayers and blessings 
and leaving him the legacy of a rich Christian ex- 
ample, went to heaven. He was only seven years 
old when his mother died, but her prayers, he said, 
made such a mighty impression upon him that he 
could not keep from becoming a Christian. When 
he was twelve years old, one night he walked into 
a mid-week prayer-meeting in Claremont, New 
Hampehire, and gave himself to Christ. He after- 
wards became one of the most eminent and useful 
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ministers in the United States. On February 2, 
1881, in the "Williston Congr^p-tional Church in 
Portland, Maine, he organized the first Chrietian 
Endeavour Society the world has ever seen. There 
are now 50,000 Christian Endeavour societies with 
a membership of over 2,000,000 throughout the 
different nations of the globe. If the moth^ of 
Francis E. Clark bad never prayed, perhaps her son 
would never have become a Christian and possibly 
we woold never have had the Christian Endeavour 
Society. What a blessing has Lydia Fletcher Clark 
been to the world in giving to it, through her son, 
the benediction of the Chtdstian Endeavour Society, 
none but infinite wisdom will ever know. 

Prayer and Gunpowder 

" Prayer is more powerful," Mr. Moody once 
Baid, " than gunpowder." 

" How do you know ? " a friend inquired. 

""Well," he said, "during the Civil War I was 
holding a meeting in Nashville, Tenn. A young 
soldier came to me one day with a letter in his 
hand, trembling from head to foot. 

" Mr, Moody," he said, " I want you to pray for 
me." 

" Why," I asked, " what is the matter now ? " 

" I have just received a letter from my sister," 
he said, " and she tells me in this letter that every 
evening as the sun goes down she gets down on h^ 
knees in prayer to God for my salvation. And I 
want yon to pray for me too that I may be saved. 
I don't know why it is but I have been trembling 
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like a leaf ever since I have received this letter, 
and I am afraid that sometbiDg dreadful is going 
to happen unless I am converted." 

The prayer was offered and the soldier was 
saved. This strong, young soldier, Moody said, 
was as brave a man as he ever knew ; he conld face 
the cannon's month ; he conld stand in the thickest 
and hottest of the battle while the blood of bis 
comrades dashed upon bis garments, and never 
hepD to trembla But with all his braveiy he was 
an infidel ; he did not believe in prayer, Christianity 
or his mother's Bible. But, regardless of this, his 
sister'a prayer of faith, put in operation 600 miles 
away, made bitp tremble from head to foot with 
the ague of conviotiou. The prayer of faith could 
make him tremble, but the diuigers of battle could 
not. Therefore, I say that prayer is more power- 
ful than gunpowder. This boy tiad had a praying 
mother, his mother had died and gone away, but 
she left behind her a praying daughter, and this 
praying daughter had prayed a godless brother 
into the glorious kingdom of God. Oh, how many 
more sons and daughters would be saved if th^ 
world had more praying fathers and more praying 
moth»«. " Ask of Me things to come ooncemiog 
My sons and concerning the work of My hands com- 
mand ye Me." 

The TarUo Revival 

The great revival meeting at Tarkio, Atchison 
County, Missouri, conducted by Rev. M. B, Will- 
iams, resulting in the conversion and addition of 
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BO many people to the different churches of Tarldo, 
waa siiDply Uie reeolt of earnest, believing, united 
prayer. The meeting b^;aii Novwnber 4, 1900, 
and oontinaed three weeks. The week the meeting 
dosed, the people came forward and as a contribn- 
tion towards tiie ccnopenBation of the evangelist 
and a cancellation of the expense of the meeting, 
laid Qpon the altars of the church, as a free will 
offering, the splendid sum of $3,000. The spirit of 
liberality as well as the spirit of conversion was 
givMi to the people in answer to prayer. The 
reason I say 1^ is because at the very beginning 
of the meeting 1,200 covenant cards were distrib- 
uted and signed by the Christian people of that 
town, agreeing to pray every day for the Holy 
Sfurit to manifest His reviviDg and converting 
powers among the people of Tarkia Their prayers 
were answered and 562 persons profeesed saving 
power in Christ ; 562 persons were converted from 
sin to righteousnees, from Satan to Ood. Praise 
God for the privilege of [oayer, for the privilege of 
securing the help of Hitn who said : " All power is 
given unto Me in heaven and earth," 

The Pentecost Revival 
The history of the Church is the history of revivals 
and the history of revivals is the history of prayer. 
On the very first pages of the history of the Chris- 
tian Church is a vivid description of a glorious re- 
vival that occurred in answer to earnest, importunate, 
believing prayer. It was the revival of Pentecost 
in the city of Jerusalem, nearly 2,000 years ago. 
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One hundred and twenty followers of a crucified, 
resurrected and ascended Christ had assembled in 
an upper room in the city of Jerusalem and watched 
and waited and prayed for ten long days for a bap- 
tism of the Holy Qhost. " And when the day of 
Pentecost had fuUy come, they were all with one 
accord in one place, and suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven as a mighty rushing wind and 
filled all the house where they were sitting and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost," and the 
result was that 8,000 persons were converted and 
added to the church in a few eventful hours. Here 
we have a Scriptural example and a Scriptural proof 
of prayer as a necessary preUminary to a genuine 
revival of religion. So the history of the Church, 
the history of revivals and the history of prayer 
are so inseparably connected that a disconnection 
by division is an unpossibUity. Every genuine re- 
vival is old Pentecost repeated. 

" And we believe to as uid oma, 
Hie kpoetolio promiH given. 
We wftit the Penteooatkl ahowen, 
The Holy Gboet aent down Irom heareii. 

" Aaeembled here with one aooord, 
CUmly we wait (he promised gnoa^ 
Hie pmoboae of onr djing Lord, 
Come H0I7 Ohoat and fill the pUoa." 

The Red Schoolhouse 

Sometimes a glorious revival visits a oommunity 
in answer to the earnest prayers of a soUtary indi- 
vidual Several years ago in a Email town in the 
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state of Yermont, religion waa at a very low ebb. 
The regular weekly prayer-meeting convened in 
the little red Bchoolhouse and was very poorly at- 
t^ided. Secaose of its smallnenB of att^idance, 
the pastor announced its discontinuanoe daring the 
wintOT season. The announcement seemed to meet 
with the approbation of everybody in the town 
with the solitary exception of a good old lady who 
was noted for her earnest prayers and her faith in 
God. She said that it wotdd never do for the 
prayer-meeting to die. The next Wednesday night 
she lighted her lantern, went to the schoolhoose, 
built a fire and by the light of her lantern read a 
passage of Scripture. Then kneeling, she occupied 
a whole hour in earnest, fervent, wrestling prayer 
to 6od for the revival of His work in the iadiffer- 
ent, gin-cursed and backslidden town where she 
lived. But in returning home the weather was so 
cold, the wind bo fierce and the snow so blinding 
that she was compelled to stop at the house of one 
of the leading members of the ohnrch, in order to 
get warm. He was surprised to find her out such 
a night in such a storm and inquired the cause of 
her strange visit. 

" Oh," she relied, " I have just been to prayer- 
meeting and only stoj^ied a little while to get 
warm." 

"Prayer-meeting," he exclaimed; "I thought 
that the prayer-meeting had gone into wint^ 
quarters." 

"Oh, no," she said. "The prayer-meeting is 
alive and I am determined that it shall never die 
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as long as I live and am able to get to the school- 
house." 

" Well, who was there ? " he inquired. 

" There were four of as," she replied. " God 
the Father was there, Qod the Son was there, God 
the Holy Ghost waa Uiere, and poor insignificant I 
was permitted to be there. We had a glorious 
time and intend to have another prayer-meeting 
next Wednesday night." 

The neira was spread and the next Wednesday 
night found the schoolhoose fiUed to its utmost 
capacity with penitent professors of religion, who, 
with prayers of repentance, confession and reoonse- 
cratioD, renewed their covenant with God. The 
revival fires fell and a revival started which swept 
not only the backslidden town but the whole sur- 
roundii^ oountiy of which the red schoolhouse was 
the revival storm centre. So I repeat it — a glori- 
ous revival sometimes visits a community in an- 
swer to the earnest prayers of a solitary individual. 
Oh, may the spirit of prayer come upon flie people 
that sinners may be saved and souls swept into the 
kingdom of God, 

The Ark and Dagon 

The golden lid of the Ark of the Covenant waa 
called the mercy seat. The mercy seat of the 
Hosaic dispensation was a type tyjofying the Chris- 
tian's place of prayer under the Christian dispensa- 
tion. Now wherever we pray is the mercy seat 
where Jesus answers prayer. The Philistines cap- 
tured the Ark of the Covenant from the armies of 
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heathen cities, and placed it in one of their pagan 
temples by the side of Dagon, one of their greatest 
idols. The next morning when fliey went into the 
temple to worship him, they foond that their old 
idol had fallen prostrate on the floor before the 
Ark of the Covenant. They lifted him up and 
placed him back in his former position. But the 
next morning they found that their old idol had 
again fallen prostrate on the Qoot before the Ark 
of the Covenant and this time he was broken to 
pieces. 

Every hmnan body was created to be a temple 
of the Holy Ghost. Prayer is a destructive antag- 
onist to the idols of sin. So whenever the spirit of 
prayer is possessed and the mercy seat established 
in the hunma heart, then the idols of sin in ihe hu- 
man life like the Dagon god of the PhilistineH, will 
be immediately dashed to destruction. One of 
Cod's methods for the establishment of His king- 
dom in these earthly temples is destruction by con- 
struction. By the construction of the altar of true 
prayer in the human heart, the idols of sin are des- 
troyed in the human life. It is said that Luther 
and his followers began their reformation by find- 
ing fault with others, but John Wesley and the 
Methodists b^;an their reformation by finding fault 
with themselves. When we find fault with our- 
selves to such an extent that we offer the eamrat 
prayer of true repentance through faith in Jeeus 
Christ, then a revival begins in our own hearts and 
every genuine revival begins in some individual 
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heart iiay the earnest prayer of every one soon 
be : Oh, my God, 

" Tha dewMt idol I have fOond, 
WlMtorer that idol b«— 
Uolp me to tear it Irom lla throna^ ' 

And wonliip ODlj Tlite." 



The Revival of 1857 

The great revival that swept the TJiiited States 
in 1857 waa said to have been the greatest revival 
that the world has ever seen einoe the day of Pen- 
tecost. It was peceded by an era of bnsiaess fail- 
ures, baakraptcies, and financial calamities to the 
commercial world of a more destructive character 
than it had ever before experienced. The financial 
idols and the commercial ideals of so many Ameri- 
oaa bnsiness men were so completely demolished 
and the objects of their temporal hopes so entirely 
deetroyed that they turned their hearts from these 
perished and perishable earthly ambitions for con- 
solation, for comfort and help to the Ood of the Bi- 
ble. They prayed to Him for help and He heard 
and answered their prayers. Temporal prosperity 
is not always a means of grace, while temporal ad- 
versity is sometimes instrumental in leading a soal 
to Christ. When tie American heart was turned 
from the worship of Mammon to the wordiip of 
the living QoA, then God revived His work in 
America and a revival began tiiat in a few short 
months swept 500,000 seals into His glorious spir- 
ftoal kingdom. 80 the revival of 1857 is said to 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



182 WmELESS MESSAGES 

have been the greatest reyival that the world has 
ever seen since the day of Pentecoet. It seemed 
that nothing short of the calamitiee of adversity 
wonld make men pray in earnest and when men 
prayed in earnest their hearts got right with God. 
He revived His spiritual kingdom on the earth, and 
a great salvation swept into the repenting, believ- 
ing hearts of one-half million of American peo- 
ple. Oh, for the spirit of earnest prayer to take 
possession of the hearts of men. 

The Praying Cripple 

Ur. Moody said that he once knew a little girl 
who was a cripple. She was a Christian but was 
so physically disabled by her afflictions that she 
was unable to do Christian work. One day she 
waa visit«d by her pastor to whom she complained 
becanse she was not able to get out and labour for 
the salvation of the lost. She said : 

" I can't get oat and work for Christ, but am 
compelled to lie here on this bed, day after day, 
and night after night, and suffer and suffer." 

Bat her pastor told her that there was a work 
that she oonld do and that that work was praying 
— that she could pray for the salvation of the un- 
saved. He advised her to write down a list of the 
names of the unsaved people who lived in that com- 
munity and pray every day for their salvation. She 
followed his direotions and wrote down the names 
of a great many of her nnconverted friends. In a 
short time a great religious interest was awakened 
in the little town where she lived and the ohurdies 
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were crowded with irreligious people seeking salva- 
tion. She would inquire every day who had been 
converted and if their names were on her list she 
would mark them off. Then she would continue 
her earnest prayers for those who were still micon- 
verted. In a few weeks she died. Under hex pil- 
low they found a roll of paper on which was writ- 
ten fifty^ix names of persons for whom she had been 
praying and all of whom had been converted' dur- 
ing the recent revival No difference if we are 
physically afflicted, or physically strong, we can 
pray. God will hear and answer onr prayers, for 
He has said, "Every one that asketh receiveth." 
Let ns ask then and receive the things our hearts 
BO much desire. The salvation of people lost in sin, 
the people for whom Christ died, and His kingdom 
will come and His will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Sennacherib's Army 

"When Sennacherib, king of Assyria, invaded 
Israel, destroyed the cities and with his great ajmy 
was encamped round about Jonsatem, designing 
the capture of the Holy Oity, he sent a messenger 
to Hezeldah, Iring o[ Judah, telling hifn ot the 
lands he had formerly destroyed and the mighty 
things he was able to accomplish by the means of 
his great army. He d^nanded the immediate sur- 
render of Jerusalem, declaring that he was going 
to tate the Holy City and that Hezekiah's God 
could not prevent its capture. 

Hezekiah took the letter that Somaoherib had 
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sent bim and spread it out before God and prayed 
for protoction. God heard his cry and answered 
his prayer and that very night Uie angel of the 
Lord passed over the Assyrian camp and slew 
185,000 Assyrian soldiers. The next morning 
■when the Israelites arose the Assyrian army was 
still in death. God answered Hezekiah's prayer 
and fought his battles for him. 

The armies of sin are encamped about us. They 
Horround us on all sides and demand our sur- 
render. They would capture our city, our homes, 
our children, our lives and destroy all that is good 
and pure and holy with us, within us and about us. 
They have sent to as their impudent messengers 
and have demanded our immediate anrrender. Let 
US ciy to God for protection, deliverance and salva- 
tion. He will hear our cry and He will answer 
our prayers and give to as the victory. The angel 
of the Lord will sweep over the camps of sin and 
bring to them destruction. The Bible says: 
"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear TTim and delivereth them." 

May the Holy Spirit with His powers of anni- 
hilation sweep down on tiie hosts of sin imd win 
for Gk>d a victory. 

Desd Letters 

I am told that there are 6,000,000 dead letters in 
the dead letter post-offlce at "Washington City, let- 
ters that miscarried, letters that lost their way, that 
never reached their destination. But of all the 
millions and multiplied millions of prayers sent 
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frtnn praying hearts to QoA, not one has miscar- 
ried, not one has lost its way, not one has failed to 
reach its destination. Not one prayer of faith 
has ever yet failed to receive an answer. 
For Glod, Himself, has said : *' All things 
whatsoever ye ask in prayer hetieving ye ab^ 
reo«ve." 

Prayers Ply 

Prayers do not walk, prayers do not ran — they 
fly. If anything in thin world has wings, it is 
prayer. It can fly further, it can fly faster, it can 
hit harder than anything in the wide nniverae of 
God. In one second of time your prayer can fly 
from the place you now occupy to the throne <rf 
God and hring a blessing to a person on the other 
side of the sea. You can pray here and now and 
immediately affect the life of a person in England. 
Ton can pray here and now and move the life of a 
person in China, in India, in Africa or Australia — 
anywhere on the surface of the big, round earth. 
Ton can pray now and in a second you can ex- 
ercise an influence over the life of a person in 
California, Orc^n, Alaska, Mexico, or in the busy 
oonunercial cities of the entOTprising East God's 
spirit is omnipotent and omnipresent. He is every- 
where and when you pray here. He touches a heart 
there, and helps to save, protect and bless the ob- 
ject of your prayers. Prayer can girdle the earth 
in less time than you can seal a letter, clasp a belt 
or hook an eye. There is nothing with which I am 
^uainted under old high heaven's lofty dome 
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that can achieve with greater facility the annihila- 
tion of distance than the mighty power of hunum 
prayer. Tee, prayer can fly, no difference who of- 
fered it, no difference from what place it started. 
It may start from the lisping lips of an infant, or 
the toothless mouth of the centenarian, from the 
contrite soul of the fdmier or the breaking heart of 
tiie mother, or it may start from the sobbing voioe 
of the deserted wife crying to God for help. It 
makes no difference who offered it, its velocity is 
jost the same, its momentum is infinite, its 
power is omnipotent, its mission is the salvation 
of man. 

It may start from the counter or anvU, from die 
carpenter's bench or cook-stove, tiie wash-tub or 
the sewing-machiue, from the plow or the bank, 
from the egress train or the church, from the 
oourt-honse or the country home. No difference 
from where it starts or from whom it starts, it soars 
KWSkj to Glod who will pick out the object of your 
petitions and touch his heart and diange his life by 
the reforming powers of His Spirit. Frayer can 
find your prodigal boy far away from home, in the 
distant land, in the busy city, in the far-off isles of 
the sea, at the card table, the saloon bar, or places 
of dissipation and sin, and Qod will save bim. 
Prayer can find him, stir his memory, tender his 
heart and turn his thoughts towards mother, home 
and heaven. Oh, praise God for the privile^ of 
prayer and for 'Him who said : " Before they call I 
will answer and while they are yet speaking I will 
hear." 
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Prayer Flies Through Time 
Prayer not only fliea through space, but Hies with 
equal velocity through tune. It not only leaps 
across continents but it leaps across centuries. 
Prayer has wings and can fly, it can rise and sweep, 
and dart and circle as swiftly as the wings of the 
Cherubim which swept through Ezekiel's vision. 
Our prayers to-day may be efficacious in lifting 
empires off their hinges, evangelizing kingdoms and 
toriiing flie currents of centuries. Remember that 
Christ Himself has said, " What things soever ye 
desire when ye pr&y believe that ye receive them 
and ye have them." 

Asa and Zerah 

Wbea Zerah, the Ethiopian king, with a million of 
men and three hundred chariots left Egypt and in- 
vaded Judah for the purpose of capturing and des- 
troying the Jewish people, Asa, king of Jndab, 
knowing that if the JewB were saved their salvation 
must come from Glod, went alone to Him in pray^. 
The Bible says that " Asa cried unto the Lord, it is 
nothing to Thee to help, whether with many or 
with them that have no power; help us, oh, Lord, 
our Glod, for we rest on Thee and in Thy name we 
go against Mob multitude. Oh, Lord, Thou art our 
God, let not man prevail against Thea" Never 
was there a prayer more directly answered than 
this one. Zerah, the Ethiopian king, with a million 
oi men and three hundred chariots, had come to des- 
troy a few thousand Jews. The Jewish soldiers 
were peaoefol, nndisoipliDed and unused to war. 
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The warlike Ethiopians in their great nmnericai pre- 
ponderance was enough, from a human standpoint, 
to awaken serioos apprehensions in the minds of the 
Jewish people concerning the reeult of the impend- 
ing conflict. But when Asa prayed the Bible tells 
us that the Lord went before Asa and his soldiers 
and smote the Ethiopians and they fled, and the 
Jewish army pursued them and smote them and des- 
troyed them and captured their spoils and put them 
to rout because the fear of Giod came upon the 
Ethiopians and they were unable to stand before 
the all-conquering armies of the living Ood. Was 
there ever a victory where the hand of the Lord 
was more mianifestly revealed in answer to prayer ? 
Millions and multiplied millions of sins have in- 
vaded our world for the purpose of capturing, con- 
trolling and forever destroying our lives, our homes, 
our children, our churches and our native land. In 
imitation of Judah*s religious king, let us, regard- 
less of the great numbers and mighty forces of evil 
that may be arrayed against ns, pray to God for 
help. And as certeinly as He is immutable, the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever, the victory will be 
sure, the antagonizing powers will be routed, 
destroyed and defeated and the hand of the 
Lord will be manifestly revealed in answOT to 
prayer. 

Via the Throne of Ood 

I frequently hear parents express a desire for the 
salvation of their absent children, their children 
who are away from home. Sometimes it is a 
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prodigal boy from whom they have not heard for 
years. 

" I wonder where my boy is to-day/* they say. 
** I wonder where he is." 

Bemember that Qod knows exactly where he is. 
His aU-seeing eye is looking at him now. He sees 
his place of residence ; He knows his associations, 
temptations and environments. If yon do not know 
where yonr son is, remember that there is One who 
does know and that Ooe is Ghxl. Oh, my neighbours 
are so fortunately situated that they have their 
children with them in their homes, can talk to them 
face to face, induce them to go to church and exer- 
cise over them an influence for good. But I am not 
80 fortunately situated as to my boy, for he is away 
from home and because of bis absence I can have 
no influence over him for good. But you are mis- 
taken agam, for one of the mightiest linra of influ- 
ences in the world lies open before you if you will 
only utilize it and bring it into requisition. That is 
the influence of prayer. Sometimes when you ad- 
dress a letter, in order to make it go the shortest 
way you write on the envelope via Chicago, St. 
Louis, New York or San Francisco. This causes 
the letter to go the shortest way and to reach its 
destination more quickly. Put on your wishes con- 
cerning your boy's salvation via the Throne of God. 
This will make your prayers take the shortest di- 
rection and their influence will all the more quickly 
reach its destination. How long will it take your 
prayers to reach the object of your petitions ? It 
will take it lees than the millionth ptul; of a second. 
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How do you know it ? Because the Bible g&ys : 
" Before tJiey call I will answer and while they are 
yet speakiiig I will hear." 

BeatB Sun Time 

Yon can go to New York City, go on board a 
ship and sail for some distant antipodal seaport 
town. You reach your destination exactly at eleven 
o'clock in the morning. You go ashore, enter a 
telegraph office and send a message back to New 
York City, concerning yonr safe arrival You send 
your message at exactly eleven o'clock and exactly 
at six o'clock the same morning it reaches New 
York City. In other words it seems to arrive in 
New York five hours before it started. It beat 
sun time. Yes, it is 6«qnently demonstrated that 
the transmission of a human thought by means of 
telegraphy is more rapid than sun time. But many 
times more rapid than sun time and many times 
more rapid than the flash of human thought and the 
dash of human desire, by the means of the electrical 
telegraph, is the flash of human thoughts and the 
dash of human desires by means of effectual, f ^rent 
prayer. For the good old Book provw it when it 
says ; "Before they call I will answer and while 
they ajre yet speaking I will hear." 

The Lsws of Electricity 

A little child cannot understand the laws of 
electricity. It does not understand how the tele- 
graph operator can touch the instrument here and 
dart a message under the sea to a continent beyond. 
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60 our finite mhids cannot understand how the 
touch of a Christian's pray^ can strike a man 
on the other side of the earth and deliver him a 
message ihat will affect his life forever. But it 
does. The Bible proves it, experience demonstrates 
it and millions declare it is troa 

Carvosso 

Carvosso was a man of Qod, a man noted for his 
piety, faith and consecration to the service of his 
Master. His earnest prayers very seldom failed to 
receive an answer. It is said that he played his 
whole fomily into the kingdom of God. One day 
he prayed with an nnasnal importunity and power 
for the salvation of his children. In two weeks 
aft^-wards he was called from his work to pray 
with his daughter who was seeking salvation. His 
oldest son was converted at the same time. Then 
he prayed for his youngest son and he was also 
oonverted. He said that he very seldom said any- 
thing of how he felt or what he did except to the 
great Teacher of human hearts and with Him he 
said he would wrestle in agonizing prayer until he 
received an answer. " I would base my prayer on 
a Bible promise as a stimulus to my faith and hold 
on until God granted my request. The ^ronise on 
which I stood and prayed my children to Christ 
was this : ' There shall not a hoof be left behind.' 
I reasoned from this that not one of my children 
should be 1^ behiod in sin bnt all of them would 
be converted, and they were." 

Then he adds that if we only take hold of tibe 
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matter for which we pray with a spirit oorrespcHid- 
ing to the magnitode of the object to be secured 
then there will be a mighty moTemeat amon^ tiie 
people and many aools will be converted. Oh, tor 
mtweCarvono fotherswith a moontain moving faith. 

Prayer and Commerce 
The meTcbant whose swiftly nsailing vessels, loaded 
with costly oai^^oes ooming from every dime, zone 
and continent and from ev«ry isle of the sea, who 
by one stroke of his pen can change the whole face 
of American commerce, has not as much pow^ 
as yon have before God in earnest, faithful, con- 
tinaous prayer, if yon will only bring this prayer 
force into requisition. But, you say, I am so 
ordinary, my abilities, both natural and aoguired, 
are so limited. I have no power. But yon cer- 
tainly have a power, for GK>d uses the weaJc things 
of this world to defeat tb.e mighty and the foolish 
things of the world to confound the wise. Do you 
not understand that this very day yon can go into 
your place of prayer and kneel before Ood in 
humble supplication and bring down upon your 
own soul and the souls of others, whom your earnest 
prayer can touch, a blessing bo vast, a benediction 
BO precious, that the calculations of archangels and 
the ages of eternity will be necessary in ite exact 
computation ? 

Major Cole 

Gkid means for as to pray fear temporalitiee as 

well as for spiritualities. When He taught ob to 
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pray in the Lord's prayer " Give as this day onr 
daily bread," He meant for as to ask Him for 
material food as well as the Bread of Eternal Life. 
When Major Cole was conducting his great revival 
meeting in Carthage, Mo., in the winter of ISSS, 
he was in very straightened financial circmnstanoes. 
His &mily was at home sick, he was entirely with- 
out money and the only thing he knew to do was 
to go to his room, kneel before Qod and pray to 
Him for help. "Wlule he was still kneeling, a 
Christian citizen of the town entered his room and 
laid $500 on the table, a present to Major Cote, 
presented to him by the good people of Carthage. 
He arose from his knees and thanked the man who 
brought it, the people who gave it, and, most of all, 
the Great God, who put it in their hearts to make 
to him such a timely contribution. This vras cer- 
tainly a verification of the divine declaration, 
" Before they caU I will answer and while they are 
yet speaking I will hear." "Sorely godliness is 
profitable j^unto all things, having promise of the 
life that now is and that which is to come." 

The College of Apostles 
The New Testament writer tells us that Jeeus 
once spent a whole night in prayer. " And it came 
to pass in those days that He went out into a moun- 
tain to pray, and He continued all night in prayw 
to God. And when it was day He called onto 
Him His discaples, and of them He chose twdv^ 
whom He also named apostles." So we discover 
that the Colle^ td Apostles had its birth in the 
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all-night jmiyer of onr Lord. Prayra is a cause 
that produces aa effect which invariably elevates 
the condition of man and advances the kingdom of 
Ood. 

Pentecost 
The ten dayB' prayer-meeting of the infant church 
in the Upper Room produced a Pentecost. The 
baptism, ^e 3,000 oonversions, the miraonlons dis- 
plays of spiritual phenomena, on the day of Pente- 
cost, were the inevitable results of the protracted 
prayer-meeting by which Pentecost was preceded. 
Man prays, the Holy Ohost descends, human lives 
are purified, energized, and made strong by spir- 
itual forces sweeping down through psychic chan- 
nels from the storage departments of Omnipotency. 

Stephen 
Stephen prayed in the hour of his martj^rdom, 
and his chief persecutor, Saul, was Portly after- 
wards converted to Paul, the great apostle to the 
Gentiles. Nations, generations and the entire his- 
tory of centuries were affected by that prayer. 

Cornelius 
Cktmelius, the centurion, prayed at Ctesarea, while 
thirty-three miles to the souUi, Peter, t^e apostle, 
at the noon hour of prayer, prayed ojy a bonsetop 
at Joppa. The result was that the flood-gates of 
salvation were thrown wide open and the waters 
of the Biver of Life poured their deansmg in- 
fluenoee down upon the Gtentile nations of the 
ear^L And they will continue to pour the purify- 
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ing powers of their life-giving forces upon the hu- 
man race until the whole wide world is evangel* 
ized by the mighty Gospel of Jesus Chnst. 

Lydia 

The New Testament writer tells us about that 
Philippian prayer-meeting on the banks of that 
European river where Paul made the prayer-meet- 
ing talk and where Lydia was converted. She was 
the first person converted on the continent of 
Europe. Look at Europe to-day, with her schools, 
coll^;es, churches and eleemosynary institutions, 
her science, lit^^ture, art and commerce, together 
with her other productions of a great Christian 
civilization. So many actually Christian, the re- 
mainder, great or amnll, nominally Christian, all of 
its nations politically Christian. And that which 
has produced the best in European civilization were 
the gospel truths taught by Paul in that prayer- 
meeting talk, together with the prayer force that 
t^t prayer-meeting exercised, repeated again and 
again, brought into reqiusition and utilized by other 
lives, in other meetings and other places, generation 
after generation, century after century, until the 
little leaven has leavened the whole lump. So 
prayer and truth are the forces that have performed 
the miracle of a continent's r^;eneration. 

Monica's Prayers 
It was in answer to the earnest, &ithful and im- 
portunate prayers of Monica, the mother of St. 
Angnstine, that he was led from a life of heresy, 
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dn ajid dissipation into the spiritual kisgdoia of 
Christ. 

He was born in the citj of Carthage, November 
13, 3fi2 A. D. ; he was not bom into the kingdom of 
God nntil thirty-four years after his natural birth. 
Having graduated from the schools of Carthage, 
he was an educated and intellectoal young man. 
But with all this education and intelligence he was 
not a Christian. His mother was so anxious for 
his salvation that she prayed for him day and 
night, that he might be saved. When he went to 
Carthage from Borne, his mother not only followed 
him with her prayers, but followed him with her 
p^rsoii and besought him with all the powers of her 
being to give himself to Christ. He stilL refused 
and went to Milan She followed him there, never 
ceasing her supplications to God in his behalf. 

Certain, consecrated {oriests, who witnessed her 
praying, declared that sudi prayen as Monica 
offered to GK>d for the salvation of her son Angus- 
tine oould not go unanswered. One day, while 
listening to a sermon preached by St. Ambrose in 
Milan, he was converted and made a public confes- 
sion of faith in Jesus Christ He was baptized on 
Easter day, in the year S87 A. D., in the' thirty- 
fifth year of his age. His mother leaped tar joy 
when he told her of his conversion. He gave forty- 
three years of bis life to the service of Christ He 
became one of the great fathers of the Latin 
Chorcb, more profound, more spiritual and more 
useful than any of his contempor^es. 

It is the belief of the wisest and best men ot the 
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world that no iminspired man has ever exercised 
soch a power over the Christian church and niade 
Booh an indelible impre«don on Christian thought 
as St. Augustine, who was led to Christ through 
his mother's prayers. Aside from the Bible, no 
writings impressed the mind of Martin Luther bo 
mnoh as those of St. Augustine and stimulated him 
in carrying forward with greater success the ref- 
ormation of the aizteenth centniy. John Wesley 
was converted in England while listening to a lay- 
man read LotheHs preface to the book of Bomans, 
and consequently inaugurated that s^dritaal move- 
ment called M^odism in tiie dghteenth century 
ttiat has BO spiritualized, Christianized and civilized 
the world and will still go on with its wonderful 
work of reformation, salvation and evangelization 
of the nations of the earth until time shall be no 
more. So the exact influence of Monica's prayers 
will never be known until read by the blazing light 
of the raging fires of the judgment. 

Few historians have recognized the power of the 
prayer factor in the moulding of a better civiliza- 
tion, how it has laid the foundations of republics, 
Christianized kingdoms, lifted empires off tbdr 
hinges and turned the currents of centuries. It will 
be discovered at last that the prayer force has been 
more powerful in the production of a higher oivili- 
zation than the battles of the nations. 

\Krauam Carey 

William Carey, the sho^naker and preach^ of 
Nottingham, England, knelt down and prayed God 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



to help him to execnte bis plans for the world's 
evangelizatioiL His prayer was answered, for an 
opportimitj was soon presented. He improved it 
by preacluDg his famous missionary sermon, whose 
sermonio divisions were : " Expect great things 
from OtoA," and " Attempt great things for God." 
Under its influence his congr^;ation was stimtdated 
to send a missionary to India. Mr. Carey was that 
missionary and sailed for India in 1793. He 
laboured for seven years before he baptized a single 
convert. But when we look at India to-day with 
her thousands and tens of thousands of Christians, 
with h^ schools, churches, printing-presses and 
other civilizmg institutions, we realize something of 
the success of this missionaiy movement and its 
superhuman mana^ment in answer to Carey's 
prayOT. In less than twenty-five years after Carey 
preached his famous sermon on foreign missions, all 
the leading churches of England had sent mission- 
aries to some heathen land. Modem Protestant 
missions began their existence with Carey's agita- 
tion and leaped into existence from his earnest ia- 



Adoniram Judson 

Adoniram Judson was a member of that famous 
hand that constituted the Haystack prayer-meet- 
ing at WiUiamstown, Mass. In February, 1810, he 
consecrated himself to God for foreign missionary 
work by an earnest prayer that eventually had a 
glorious answer. He established his mission in 
India in 1814, although he laboured a long time 
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without visible resulta. At last he enjoyed the 
fruita of his labouM, patience and prayers, for in the 
year 1870, more than 100,000 converts had been 
brought to Christ largely through the instrumen- 
tality of his mission. 

MadagascEir 

The London Missionary Society, after a long 
season of earnest prayer for the salvation of Mada- 
gascar, SMit two missionariee there in 1818. Fifty 
years from that time, in the year 1868, the queen 
and her 4,000,000 subjects burned tiieir idols and 
turned their hearts to the worship of the true and 
the living GJod, Prayer and missionary victories 
are invariably linked together as cause and effect 



Fiji Islands 
The Fiji Islands were inhabited by 80,000 fierce, 
savage, warlike cannibals. William Cross prayed 
long and earnestly for God to help him to conquer 
them for Christ He entered the islands in 1836 
and began his missionary work. He was soon re- 
inforced by helpers, and in 1885 the last heathen 
came to Christ So it could be truly said that fifty 
years ago there was not a native Christian on tl^ 
Fiji Islands, and now there is not a heathen. 

Sandwich Islands 

In 1793 Captain George Yancouver, a naval 

officer under Captain Cook, was the first person to 
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tell the Sandwich IslBiidera that there waa a better 
religion than idol worship, and that that religion 
was the religion of Jesus Christ. He not only 
talked to the reigning king of Che islands about the 
beauty and snperiority of the Christian religion, but 
he talked in earnest prayer to the King of the Uni- 
verse about the salvation of the Sandwich Islands 
from sin. His prayers were answered, for American 
missionaries were sent to them, and they were soon 
converted to Christianity. In the year 1810 they 
destroyed their idols, demolished their temples, and 
turned their hearts to the worship of Christ They 
now have churches, schools, seminaries and mis- 
sionary societies. They send their missionaries to 
other isles of the sea that they, too, might know 
about Christ and be saved. In 1S53 the Sandwich 
Islands were recognized as a Christian nation. 
There was great rejoicing that another national star 
blazed with increasing brilliancy in theconstella- 
tjon of Christendom. 

Robert Hofiat 
A Christian mother in Carronshore, Scotland, in 
her cottage home by the old fireside, read mission- 
ary literature to her son and then prayed with him 
that God might use him in the world's evangeliza- 
tion. Her prayer was answered, for in October, 
1816, that son, Bobert Uoffat, sailed as a Christian 
missionary for Africa, where he spent fifty years 
of his life labouring to bring the Dark Oonti- 
nent into the glorious light of the kingdom of 
God. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



FOBSIBILITOS THBOUGH PBAYEB 201 

David Livingstone 
In Bluityre, Scotland, not far from the citj of 
Glasgow, a father and mother who were poor in 
this world's goodfl, but rich in faiih, bestowed a 
golden legacy on their little hoy in his early child- 
hood, when in earnest prayer they ccmsecrated him 
to God for Christian service. Their prayers were 
answered and their hopes were realized when, in 
December, 1840, he started to Africa to work for 
Christ He spent thirty-three years in the ezplo* 
ration, reformation and regeneration of the Dark 
Continent. Then David Livingstone, on May 1, 
18Y3, in his hut on his kneee in prayer, in the wilds 
of the land he had laboured to save, went home to 
God. He was not a mere geographical explorer, 
although no name is placed above his by the Koyal 
Geographical Society. He was not considered a 
literary man, although no works occupy a higher 
place of esteem on the shelves of English literature 
than do his. He was not considered a regular mis- 
sionary, although no man did more for missions 
than David Livingstone. The prayers and Chris- 
tian infloenoe of his parents wrought a great work 
for the world when such a character as David Liv< 
ingstone was launched upon the life tides of the 
nineteenth century. No wonder that his inscrip- 
tion upon their gravestone was an expression of 
gratitude for their piety and their poverty. 

James W. Lambuth 
On ICarcb 3, 1830, James W. Lambuth began hia 
ezistenoe in Green Counly, Alabama. The day of 



D,a,l,zt!dbvG00glc 



his birth his father dedicated bim to God for ft 
foreign missioiiary and the next day annoanced it 
in a protracted meeting at the church. During £he 
annotmcement he said that he was going to gire a 
bale of cotton to help aend this son to the mission 
field. Twenty-three years afterwards that boy re- 
sponded to a call made by Bishop Andrew and toI- 
nnteered to go as a missionary to China. He gave 
thirty-two years of his life to China, then seTen 
yeexB to Japan, and at tiie termination of thirty- 
nine years in the active missionary servioe went 
hcmie to heaven to continue in the eternal presence 
of Him who had answered his fether's prayer of 
dedication. 

Lucinda Helm 
In Elizabethtown, Kentncky, in 18S6, Lucinda 
Helm, aiudous to utilize the women of her church 
for the advancement of the Mastw's kingdom, 
prayed to Him for help, wisdom and guidance. 
God granted her petition. The oi^anization of the 
Home Mission Society of the Melodist Episcopid 
Church, South, was soon oonsmnmated, an organ!* 
zation that to-day commands a membership of 86,- 
000 women, has eetabliBhed educational institutions 
and supported them, has raised more than $2,000,000 
for the church and built 2,500 parsonages for itin- 
erant preachers. God's ear is not deaf to the ear^ 
nest cry of an industrious, sensible people. 

Dr. Morrison 

An English lady, who was a Sunday-school 

teacher, prayed with great earnestness tluit God 
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would use her in the salration of people lost in ain. 
A short time afterwards while gcnng to Snnday- 
sohool, she found a poor, ragged, wandering hoy. 
She took him to Sonday-sohool and when it was 
over took him to her home. He frequently accom- 
panied her to Snnday-schooL Soon he professed 
religion and after his conversion, through the liber- 
ality of benevolent friends, he was given an ele- 
mentary education. Being called to the missionary 
work, he was the first Protestant missionary to 
China. This poor, wandering boy was none other 
than Dr. Morrison, the first foreign Protestant mis- 
sionaiy that ever introduced Christianity into the 
great Chinese empire. It was in the year 1807 that 
he entered China ; to-day there are many thousand 
missionaries and native Christians in the Celestial 
Empire. His teacher died long before he entered 
on his missionary work, but no doubt long before 
this they have met in that heavenly paradise above. 
What must have been her joy when she learned 
the result of her labours ? 

John G. Paton 

It was a little tiling for the father and mother of 
John G. Paton to kneel before God and pray Him 
to make their son a foreign missionary and nse him 
in the salvation of the heathen world, but some 
way or other it seemed a big thing when God 
heard and answered thdr prayers. In the year 
1868 he went as a missionary to New Hebrides, 
and so inaugurated and prosecuted his work of 
evangelization among the heathen that thousaiLds 
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bare been bron^t to Cbrist He went into dis- 
tricts inhabited by mnltitndes of heathen people 
who had nevra heard of Christ. Wha« there waa 
not a solitary Chrisdao, now there is not a solituy 
heathen. Thank God for John Q. Paton and hia 
praying parents, who prove to ns beyond a doabt 
that the story of missions is the story of prayer. 

Hudson Taylor 

About the year 1830 Hudson Tayl<n^s father, two 
years before the birth of the son, became so inter- 
ested in the spiritual condition of China and so 
greatly desired the salvation of her people, that one 
day while engaged in earnest prayer, he was oon- 
strained, no doubt by the Holy Spirit, to cry out : 

** Oh, Gkid, if you ever give me a son, grant that 
he may be privileged to labour as a Christian mis- 
sionary for the salvation of the heathen of China." 

That prayer was answered. Two years after- 
terwards, in 1832, Hudson Taylor was bom. Ho 
was converted at the age of fifteen and later in life 
became the founder of the China Inland Mission, 
an organization that has had such a remarkable 
career. He has had the privilege of leading more 
than 800 missionaries into the very heart of 
China. 

The prayer of the father was unknown to the 
son until he had given to that far-away mission 
field seven years of service to God. That humble 
prayer of a humble man leaped across a generation, 
stirred the hearts of thousands and is slowly but 
surely changing the complexion of a oonthient. 
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Let as remember that declaration of the Word of 
God, ** The effeotnal fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much." 

Samuel J. Milts 

A Christian mother at Torriiigton, ComL, in the 
year 1783, in earnest prayer consecrated her infant 
boy to Qod for foreign missionary work. In after 
years he beard his mother tell of his consecration. 
Several years later while he was a student in Will- 
iams College, in Williamstown, Mass., he and some 
of his student companions were holding a prayer- 
meeting in a forest near by. A thunder-storm 
drove them under a haystack for shelter. While 
the thunders were rolling, the lightning flnahing 
and the rain falling around the place of shelter, he 
told his ccmipanions of his great desire to organize 
a society to send the Gkispel to heathen Asia. This 
oiganization was consummated. This was in Sep- 
tember, 1806. Hve persons attended its first 
prayer-meeting, sevrai persons its second, while now 
thousands attend its annual meetings, and tens of 
thousands have been brought &om heathenism to 
Christ in foreign lands through its instrumentality. 
This was the beginning of the first organization of 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. 

This same young man eight years afterwards as- 
sisted in the organization of the American Bible 
Society, an organization that has really done as 
much during the last century in the world's evan- 
gelization as any other institution in Christendom. 
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Thank God for Samuel J. Itfill" and his mother's 
prayers of oonseoration that laid him on the altar 
of God. 

Layman's Movement 
On November 15, 1906, a company of people as- 
sembled in the Fifth Street Presbyterian Church, 
New York City, to celebrate the oentennial anni- 
T^^ary of the haystack meeting. The presence of 
the Holy Spirit was manifested in mighty power. 
They were impressed that the kingdom of Grod 
would be more rapidly advanced in the world if 
the laymen in the church could be organized into a 
better working force. The organization was con- 
summated. Every prominent Protestant church in 
America is now organizing its laymen in a way to 
utilize more thoroughly their strong and efficient 
powers for the more rapid advancement of the Mas- 
ter'skingdom. OnApril, 1908,thou8andsof laymen 
from all parts of the United States met at Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., to stimulate and more effectually per* 
feet the organization. Its chief object is to help 
the pastors, facilitate the work of the church and 
evangelize, if possible, the world in tins genra^tion ; 
having a Scriptnral precedent in the Board of Dea- 
cons organized by the apostles immediately after 
Pentecost On the very threshold of the twentieth 
century, a similar board of laymen are reproduced 
in answer to prayer. It is the Aaron and Hnr 
movement holding up the hands of the ministry 
while the armies of righteousness are conquering 
the armies of sin. 
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Dr. Cyrus Hamlin 
In the year 1851 when Mahmad was gnltaii of 
Turkey, he ordered the expulsion of all the mia- 
Bionaries from the empire. The edict was fliial and 
irreversible. Dr. Hftmlin, heart-brokeii and dis- 
conraged, said to William GhH>dell : " GKxMlell, our 
life-work is a failure at the very start, for both the 
British and American oonsols say the edict of expul- 
sion most prevail and we must go at once." Goodell 
replied: "Hamlin, the Sultan of heaven can 
change this ; let us appeal to Him in prayer." 80 
they gave themselves to prayer — ^they opened the 
edict and spread it before Gkid. They prayed all 
night, for it seemed to them in their helpleesneas 
that their very deetiny hnng in the balance. Well, 
what of it ? This : The nezt day Mahmud died and 
the edict of expulsion was never mentioned again. 
Dr. Hamlin Uved in Constantinople for half a cen- 
tury and more, and was instrumentol in founding 
the famous Robert College there, which exists un- 
der American rule and is to-day the light of the 
Turkish empire. 

Franklin's Kite 

Benjamin Franklin, the first American philcso- 
pber, by means of a common kite attracted the 
electrical forces from the sky to the earth and 
treated electricity to its first scientific investigation. 
Then science wisely utilized its power in giving to 
the world a more rapid transportation, a more bril- 
liant illumination, a more convenient communica- 
tion, by cansing it to increase the comfort, welfare 
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and ooDvenienoe of the honuui race in a thousand 
different waya. Bj meaoB of the common kite of 
prayer, the spiritual forces of the univerBe have 
been attracted from heaven to earth and -wisely 
utilized in the transportation of human Uves from 
sin to righteongnesB, in the illumination of immortal 
minds with the bright light of salvation, and in 
teaching the human race the happy art of a better 
oommnnioation vrith Qod. All of us can fly the 
common kit« of jnuyer, for " Every one that asketh 
reoeiveth." 

Postage Stamp 
Some <me said that since the extension of our gov- 
ernmental territory, a two-cent postage stamp would 
cany a letter around the world. The earth is 
35,000 miles in circumference, bat the letter most 
travel 30,000 miles in order to make the trip. This 
may be true, or it may be false, but we do know 
what is true. A postage stamp of faith placed on a 
prayer message on earth will send it to the post- 
offloes of heaven and will bring back an answer, for 
our Saviour told us Himself that : " All things 
whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing ye shall re- 
ceive. " 

Protestant Netherlands 
When Louis XTV of France designed in 1672 to 
capture the Protestant Netherlands, he secured the 
alliance of England and other European powers and 
tiien with his formidable French navy sailed forth 
to the contemplated conquest. To all human appear- 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



POSSIBILITIES THROUGH PBAYEB 209 

Micefi the victory would be easy. Bnt not so, for God 
was with thosepionsProtestantDntch and according 
to Jean La Clere, the Swiss theologian, public prayers 
were ordered and offered for deliverance. And 
while the French navy waited for the tide to come 
in so they could land, it was retarded, contrary to 
itB Qsnal course, and held back for twelve hours, so 
the attack, which was deferred to a future time, was 
never made, for a storm arose and drove the fleet 
away. The Gk>d of Joshua answered the prayers of 
the Protestant Netherlands and their land was mi- 
raculously saved from the dominion of French Ca- 
tholicism. 

Oliver Cromwell 

Whatever good haa come to England and the 
other nations of the earth as a result of the life and 
political administration of Oliver Cromwell can be 
according to his own testimony truthfully attributed 
to his answered prayers. He believed that he was 
providentially directed in his life-work and that this 
direction was largely due to his earnest interces- 
sions. The prayer force was recognized and fre- 
quently utilized by this English reformer and phi- 
lanthropist 

Gustaviu Adolphus 
Oustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, believed 
that the welfare of his kingdom depended more on 
his prayers than his battles. He read the Scrip- 
tures and urged his subjects to familiarize them- 
selves with Sible truth. Believing that prayer was 
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an indispensable factor in the prodoctioti of the 
beet civilization, he prayed and requeBted his people 
to pray. So prayer is the secret of Sweden's phe- 
nomenal progress under the sncoeesfnl administra- 
tion ci GoBtavoB AdolphoB. As we look beck acroa 
the oentnries we ooold easily discover that prayw 
in histoiy is one of the most convincing evidences 
of the genninenees of the religion of Christ. 

Gutenberg 

When Gntenberg invented the art of printing, the 
thought occarred to him that the inveatioa might 
be utilized by the devil in the advancement of evil 
and he raised his hammer to pound the type to 
pieces. But just then another thought came sweep- 
ing into his mind — that it might be used by the 
Christian world in the promotion of the kingdom of 
Christ He prayed that it might be so. Then he 
lowered his hammer and the art that he was about 
to privately destroy he made publicly known. Con- 
sequently he made a valuable contribution to the 
salvation and education of the world's nations. Tba 
first book that was ever printed was by Faust and 
his son-in-law Shoeffer in 1460 and that book was 
the Bible. This seemed to be a conseoration of the 
printer's type to God at the very genesis of the in- 
vention and a prophecy, too, that the time was 
coming when it would become a great and prominent 
factor in the world's evangelization. The father of 
the American printing-press was Bev. Jesse Glover, 
which seems prophetical that the ministry and mem- 
bership of the churches of America would especially 
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utilize its powers. It appears impcssible to disaaso- 
ciate the utility of the priatiog-preesand the prayer 
of Gutenberg. 

Joseph Haydn 

When Joseph Haydn, the German musical com- 
poser, was trying to compose his oratorio entitled 
the Creation, he knelt down by the organ and 
prayed for wisdom and inspiration. His prayers 
were answered and he soon completed the musical 
oomposition. When he listened to the rendition of 
the oratorio for the last time, the rendering was so 
superior that the old musician lifted his hands 
towards heaven and said : " That came down from 
above. That came from the skies, for God gave it 
to me in answer to prayer." The whole musical 
world praises God for the earnest prayer and the 
inventive talent of Joseph Haydn which gave to the 
world that miracle of music entitled the Creation. 

Mystery 
Some persons say that they cannot believe in 
prayer because it is a mystery. But when we stop 
and think about it everything abont us is clothed in 
a mystery. Matter is a mystery. It cannot be de- 
fined by the wisest men on the earth. Force is a 
mystery. No one can teU yon what it is. Gravita- 
tion is a mystery. Of it the greatest scientists can- 
not give an explanation. You drop a lump of sugar 
into your coffee and it soon becomes a liijuid. 
There is not a scientist in the world that can tdl 
why, whether the change was chemical or mecban- 
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ical Bnt the sugar sweetens the coffee and that is 
enoagh for us to know. You can drop a prayer 
into a day and it will sweeten the day and no one 
can tell why, because prayer is a mystery. But that 
it sweet^is the day is enough for ns to know and 
we thank Qod for its sweetening influencee on the 
enTirfOLmeate, aBsooiations and ccmditions of hmnan 
Ufa 

Ozone 

The BoientiSo chemist tells ns that ozone is a con- 
densed form of atmospherio oxygen largely mano- 
factured by the power of the electric storm. After 
violent displays of electrical phenomena, ozone is 
espedally maiufest in the atmosphere. Its pres- 
ence is easily discovered by the bracing, invigora- 
ting and exhilarating indoence that it esercises on 
hnnuin life. The electrical thunderbolts dash 
through tiie atmosphere with astonishing velocily 
bat they immediately present us with the life-giv- 
ing breath of ozona The electrical bolts of hmnan 
prayer dash through the atmospheric firmaments 
of earth and sky and immediately &om the cdee- 
tial heights of God's power descends a spiritoal 
ozone to invigorate, exhilarate and make strong the 
lives of those who pray and those who are the 
special object of their prayers. Ob, the life-giving 
influence and power of hnman intercessions. 

Louis Bleriot 

Sunday morning, Jnly 25, 1909, Louis Bleriot, a 
French aviator, m his monoplane, crossed the Eng- 
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Ixah chaimel, nailing twenty-one miles from his 
Btarting-plaoe in France to his landing-place in 
Eng^d. The DMy MaU gave him the $5,000 
prize that it had promised to the first aeronaut who 
ahonld <sto6a the En glish channel. He was the re- 
cipient of elaborate and appropriate honours con- 
fured on him by both the French and English 
goTemments. Bleriot has the bonoor of being the 
first international aviator. In the world's history, 
scienoe cbronioles this aerial achievement as a 
twentieth century wonder. But for 6,000 years the 
monoplane of prayer has been flying with asi in- 
comprehensible velocity across that mysterious 
channd that s^iaratee man from God. Like the 
BUooessfal Enropean aviator it has won many 
precious prizes for our blood-bought human race. 
The mighty spirit of Him who said, " Ask and ye 
shall receive," has been the propelling power that 
has carried the prayer message up to Glod and 
brought the answer down to man. Thank God for 
the monoplane of prayer 1 

Oxygen Hospital 

The oiygen hospital in London has recently per- 
formed some very interesting experiments. Oxy- 
gen is the therapeutic agent employed in healing 
disease. The patient is placed in a thoroughly air- 
tight glass room sjLd abundantly snppUed with an 
atmosphere that is dried, filt^^d, ozonized and 
rarefied by a scientific mechanian tiiat imparts to 
it the oxygenized properties that are supposed to 
contribute to the destaroction of disease. As long 
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u the patient is in the glass room he breathee an 
atmosphere as healing to his lungs and his entire 
body as if he stood on the sommit of Pike's Peak 
14,000 feet above the level of the sea. Jeens said : 
"When thou prayeet enter into thy room and 
when thou hast shut thy door pray to thy Father 
whidi is in secret and thy Pather which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly." The worshipper 
of God, in the secrecy of his room, shut oat from 
the world, breathes a spiritual atmosphere as stim.n- 
lating and life-giving as if he stood on the Pike's 
Peak of God's glory in the mountain range of the 
skies and breathed the life-giving atmosphere of 
heaven. The soul to live most often breathe the 
osygen of prayer. 

"Pnyw 1* the ChristUn'a «ital brMtli, 
The Cbdatdwa'a natin aii. 
Hia mttdiword At the gatea of datth i 
He enten hMTUt with i^i^er," 



Jenny Lind 

Jenny land, the world's prima donna in the nine- 
teenth century, frequently declared that her su- 
perior powers as a vocalist were given hrar in an- 
swer to prayer. She nev^ attempted to sing her 
famous solo, " I know that my Bedeemer Uveth," 
without preceding it with a prayer that during the 
singing some one lost in sin would find Christ and 
be saved. That this prayer was often answered 
was proven again and again, various times, in dif- 
ferent parts of the world by persona professing 
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oonvOTsion while she was singing her prayer bap- 
tized Bolo. Yes, the Christian's song and the 
Christdan's prayer march hand in hand together in 
the conquest of this world for Christ. 

Alfred Tennyson 
When Alfred Tennyson, the English poet laure- 
ate, declared that more things were wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of, he made declara- 
tion to a truth that was in the strictest harmony 
with the teachings of Jeeus Christ, because prayer 
is a cause that is continually producing an effect 
and that effect is ooastantly seen in its transforma- 
tion of human life, national government and in the 
elevation of the sdenoe, literature and art of all 
the nations of men. So the poet vras right when 
he said that more things were wrought by prayer 
than this world dreams of. 

The Sun Storm 
On October 31, 1903, there vras such a complete 
paralysis of the entire telegraphic system of France 
that to send a message correctly was next to the 
impossible. This was a phenomenon that the 
scientists of the world were puzzled to understand. 
But when the scientific astronomers reported that 
on that day there was a magnetic storm on the 
surface of the sun the complexity of the problem 
was easy of solution. Their astronomical instru- 
mentfi demonstrated the fact that on that day a 
snn spot 125,000 miles long ra^ed for hours in the 
throes of a magnetic convulsion. This magnetio 
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itotm WM ao powerinl and so mffected the aolir 
ojUTene that there was a ocHnplete panlyns of tfas 
telegn^hio system oa the French side of onr rl"*^* 
No reliable sdentist has ever doubted tius for a 
sotitaiy moauat. Bat that God, the Son of £igiit- 
eoasDeas, the Centre of oar great spiritual syBtem, 
ihoald aJlect the lives of men, paralyse the systems 
oi sin, omnmone with men by His spirit, hear their 
prayers and grant their petitions seems to tax the 
credality of the nnbeUeving wwld. Oh, Consist- 
ency, tboa art a jewel 1 

Lather Bartwnk 
Lather Bnrbuik is becoming mme and moare a^ 
jownated and is oontinaally conmianding the high- 
est respect ot the iadnstrial world, as with each 
gaooemve season valuable nmnifeetations of the 
practical reealtB of his wonderfal work passes into 
the possession of fanner, gardraer, consmner, and 
poors its prodoctdons of wealth into the commercial 
treasories of the world. Under his magic toQch, 
platit life prodnoes the most remarkable devel(^ 
ments. He is simply workiog with God and learn- 
ing more of the secreta of vegetable life as it mani- 
fests itself in its various forms and conditions on 
our planet. He does not create a new fmit, a new 
v^etable or a new plant, but only directs tJie 
growth along certain lines that Gk>d has hud down 
in the laws of nature and a new product leaps into 
existence as a result of the united flow of plant life 
from various sources and through differrat cbaii- 
nels. How beautifully his peculiaT work ezempli- 
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flcB the declaratioQ of 8t. Paul that we are fellow 
labourers with God. Bj the prayer exercise man 
is broaght into vital toach with Gkxl bo that the 
spiritnal forces of the oniYerae flow down throogh 
psychic channels into homan life and an affinity 
between divinity and hnmanity ia the result and a 
valuable fruitage grows in beauty in the lives d 
prwying miwi 

Ptolemaic — Copemican 
For many centuries the world believed in the 
Ptolemaic theory of astronomy : that the earth was 
the centre of the universe and that around it the 
son, moon, stars and other planets and oonatello- 
tions revolved. Bnt in the sixteenth century 
Copemicns discovered the true science of as- 
tronomy, that the son and not the earth vras the 
centre of the solar Bystem and Uiat around it the earth 
and her sister planets revolved. The Copemican 
theory of astronomy was revolutionary and com- 
pletely changed the whole world of scientiflc thought 
and made modem science a possibility. There are 
persons in the world who believe in a Ptolemaic 
theology. They believe that they are the centre 
of the universe — that everything should revolve 
around their lives in such a way as to contribute to 
their comfort, their selfishness and their pride. 
But the religion of Jesus Christ steps forward vrith 
the true theory of the science of human life and 
tells us that Gk>d, the Sun of Bighteousness, and 
not man, is the centre of the universe and that in 
order to seonie the object of human existence and 
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receive an answer to human prayer we must re- 
volve around God and to Him sustain the prayer 
relation. Genuine, unadulterated, consecrated self- 
ishness has prevented many a prayer from receiv- 
ing an answer. 

Plymouth Museum 
In the Plymouth Museum in Massachusetts are 
two paintings. One represents the Pilgrims em- 
barking from Holland and the other their landing 
in New England. In both paintings they are on 
then: knees in prayer. Just before these paintings 
are first the open Bible of John Alden and the 
second the little cradle of Peregrine White, who 
was bom on the ocean voyage. In this part of the 
museum we find that which typifies the three 
strong pillars that support our American common- 
wealth — the "Word of God, the Home and Prayer. 
The Bible of John Alden represents the Word of 
God. The cradle of Peregrine White represents 
the home, and the kneeling attitude of the Pil- 
grims represents prayer. May the people of 
America never forget that " Bighteousnees ezalts 
a nation but sin is a reproach to any people." 

Washington Allston 
In the middle of the forenoon of the nineteenth 
century, Washington Allston was the chief of 
American artists. In 1801 he moved to London 
and attended the schools of the Boyal Academy to 
prepare himself for his life-work. I>Qring this time 
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his financial circaraatauceB were so distr^aiiigly 
destitute that he went into his stadio, locked the 
door, knelt down and prayed for bread. While 
thus engaged a knock was heard at the door, which 
the artist hastened to open. A stranger was there 
who inquired for Mr. Allston. He desired to pur- 
chase the painting " Angel Uriel," which had won 
the prize at the exhibition of the Boyal Academy. 
The artist went to the corner of the room, picked 
np the painting, and, wiping the dnst from it, said: 
" Weil, it is for sale." " WiU yon take four hnndred 
poimds for it ? " asked the stranger. " I will,"replied 
Allston. " Then it is mine," exclaimed the stranger, 
who then introduced himself as the Marquis of 
Stafford. From that time on he became the warm- 
est friend and the most generous patron of Wash- 
ington Allston. The phenomenal success and nuuv 
rellons life-work of this great American artist had 
its miraculous beginning in the exercise of believ- 
ing prayer. 

John Bunyan 

In the year 1672, John Bunyan was thrown into 
Bedford jail for the second tim& Believing that 
the testimony of his Christian experience would 
contribute to advance the kingdom of God in the 
world, he knelt down in his prison and prayed for 
Gk>d to help him make its publication. As Paul 
and Silas prayed in the FhiUppian prison, so John 
Bunyan prayed in Bedford jaU. And his prayers 
were answered, for during this imprisonment he 
wrote his ChrMian e:q>erience in a book which 
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proved to be the greatest allegory and one of the 
grandest classics of the English tongae. Its pnblj- 
oation and circulation are exceeded only by the Bible 
itoelf. So Bunyan's " Pilgrim's Progrees " was given 
to the world in answer to prayer. 

Sir Christopher Wren 

Sir Christopher Wren, the famoos ITngligh archi- 
tect, was the son of a preacher and a beUever in 
prayer. He attribated his architectoral achieve- 
mentB not exclusively to his natural talent for archi- 
tecture, nor his acquired skill attained by the mas- 
tery of the mathematical curriculum of Oxford, but 
aLso to the power that Qod gave him to plan and 
execute in answer to prayer. After tiie London 
fire of 1666 his rebuilding of St. Paul's cathedral, 
fifty other churches, and other important buildings, 
was akin to the miracnlona. He believed that the 
One who worked in the carpenter shop at Nazareth 
and who, before His inoamation, exercised His 
powers of divine carpentry in building the worlds, 
and who to-day, according to promise, is building, 
after the most magnificent style of infinite archi- 
tecture, celestial mansions for His followers, also 
imparts wisdom to men for the elevation and bet- 
terment of terrestrial architecture. The Gtod who 
gave Solomon wisdom to build his temple gave 
Christopher Wren wisdom to bnild churches and 
other important struoturee in the world's metropolis. 
The art of architecture has be«i rapidly pushed 
towards perfection by the wise utilization of the 
prayer force. 
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Michael Angelo 

Michael Angelo, the famous Italian artist, was a 
Flatonio Chxistiaa; that is, he beUeTed in the 
philosophy of Flato when it perfectly harmonized 
with tiie religion of Jesus Christ. The divinity of 
the God-man, so frequently represented by him in 
Boolptore and in painting, he never doubted. The 
"Ask and ye shall receive" truth, taught by 
Jesus, was exemplified in his life. While he chis- 
elled the marble and painted the canvas he realized 
by faith the companionship of Him who painted 
the sunset and chiselled the mountains. The clas- 
sical in sculpture in the Kenaissaace of the fifteenth 
century owes more to the prayer power than the 
world imagines. 

Raphael 

Baphael, the Italian painter of the fifteenth cen- 
tnry, climbed to the highest pinnacle of artistic 
fam& He said : " I dream dreams and see visions, 
and then I pick up my paint brush and throw them 
upon oanvas, and the world looks at them and calls 
them classicaL" But his dreams and visions ware 
the product of his meditations, supplications and 
intercessions. So his Madonna, tlie World's Saviour, 
his Scriptural characters. Biblical scenes and other 
additions to the realm of art were answers to the 
{Huyers of the painter. Was not this another 
fulfiUm^it of Scriptural prophecy that declared 
" The time will come when young men will 
see visions." The visions of Baphael in clas- 
sical painting have so enriched the methetio 
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mind and elevated the nobler nature of man 
that we greatly rejoice because bis Bethel dreams 
did touch the vaulted sky and angels descending 
the ladder of prayer brought down the answers 
in beauties superlative for the superior in the 
world of art 

John Wycliffi; 
John Wycliffe, the English reformer and Bible 
translator, brought the prayer force into operation 
with such power and efficacy in the fourteenth 
century, that he gave us the first Engli^ Bible in 
l|32. This dispelled the thick blackness of the 
Dark Ages to such an extent that he was properly 
entitled the " Morning Star of the Befonnation." It 
was the prayer exercise so wisely and industriously 
utilized in connection with his literary pursuits that 
caused the schools of literature to correctly denomi- 
nate him the " Father of English Prose." Although 
Fope Clement YIII cremated his dead body and 
threw its ashes into the river Swift, he could not 
cremate nor annihilate, in the least degree, the 
holy influences and mighty truths that had been 
injected into the minds and lives of men by 
Wycliffe's prayers and pen, for they were im- 
mortalized and will consequently live on forever. 
While more than 500 years have passed away 
since the death of this great man, the twentieth 
century is the inheritor of his spiritual legacies 
and prayer benedictions that he has so gener- 
ously bequeathed to all the future generations of 
men. 
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Charlem^ne 
On Christmas day, in the year 800, in St. Peters, 
at Home, at the grave of the apostlea, Pope Leo III 
set the Roman crown upon the head of Charlemagne 
and made him Emperor of Rome. Bat this beaa- 
tJfiil coronation could never have occurred if Char- 
lemagne had not previously crowned his own life 
with the beauties and strength of the prayer habit. 
His subjugation of Central Europe to ihe temporal 
authority of Christianity, the promotion of the in- 
dustrial pursuits of his subjects by the encourage- 
ment of agriculture, the stimolation of scholarship 
by the establishment of schools, the Christianiza- 
tion of his empire by the inauguration and perpetu- 
ation of missionary enterprises were the product of 
the life-work of a mighty personality made wise 
and strong by frequent commnnication with the 
Emperor of the universe. 

Charles Martel 
Charles Martel, the grandfather of Charlemagne, 
so lost the confidence of his father that it resulted 
in a disinheritance. He was so despised by the 
Roman clergy that they frequently painted him 
amid the torments of the eternal fires. But regard- 
less of all this he risked his life in battle for the 
defense and protection of the Christian religion. 
In his famous battle of Tours, in 732, he not only 
stayed the northward march of the Saracens, de- 
feated the enemiefi of Christ, destroyed Moham- 
medan power in Europe, but materially changed 
the future history of the entire world. He won 
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for himself in this battle the strange title, the 
" Hammer," because he hamm»«d back God's ene- 
mies and won a victory lor right. But it is said 
that in this battle he not only f onght with material 
bat ^iritoal weapons as well, for he prayed to the 
Qod of the Christians to give him the victory. His 
fH^yers ware answm^ and the battle waa won. 
So the yrayet force has even changed the correnta 
of homaa history. 

Felix Barthoidy Hendelssohn 
It is declared of Mendelssohn, the great German 
moffloal composer, that he snatched his symphonies 
from the skies. And the declaration is trae, for 
with the hands of mighty jvayer, he snatched from 
the skies symphonies celestial, which he wove into 
oratorio and song so as to gladden the ears of men 
with echoes from the choirs of God. In the pro- 
doction of his Oratorio St Paul, it seemed that the 
noonday light that revealed the Christ to the perse- 
cutor, on, the Damascus Bead, converting him from 
Judaism to Christiuiity, shone with equal Efplendoor 
in the life of Mendelssohn and »npow^«d him to 
delineate with supernatural wisdom the character 
of the apostle to the Gentiles. On May 4, 1847, 
in Her Majesty's theatre in London, he listened to 
Jenny lind for the first time, and rejdced that a 
Christian vocalist oonld stir to action the better 
nature of man by her superior powers of song. 
His grave at Berlin is marked by a cross, beauti- 
fully emblematical of his faith in the One who 
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said ; " All things whatsoever ye aide in prayer be- 
lieving ye shall receive." 

Alfred the Great 

The prayer habit makes great characters. Great 
characters nmke great nations which produce the 
beat in science, literatore and art. Alfred the Great 
was the only English sovereign upon whom the 
title great has ever been conferred. It is said that 
his greatness was attained by his frequent com- 
munion with the King of the Universe, who delights 
to answer the prayers of men. But for Alfred the 
names of England and EDglishmen would have dis- 
appeared forever from the pag% of history. God 
answered his prayers and helped him to prevent 
the eradication. His collecting and revising the an- 
cient laws of the Anglo-Saxons according to the 
morals and principles of Christianity formed a code 
of laws that became the basis of English jurispru- 
dence. So we can properly entitle him the " Father 
of English Law." His petitions to the Great Law* 
giver of the universe were answered and the God 
of Sinai and the Christ of Beatitudes helped him in 
the formation, of his legal jurisprudence. He was 
the first translator of secular English prose into the 
literature of the English languaga As Wycliffe 
stands at the head of sacred English prose, so Alfred 
tiie Great stands at the genesis of secular English 
prose. Look at all the English prose books in all 
the librariee of the world and remember that they 
all had their beginnings with this wonderful king of 
the ninth century whose magnetic personality was 
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so snicharged with moral forces as to affect the 
whole fatore of the htmuui race. 

Dante 
Dant^ Italy's eooentrio and inteDsely Christian 
poet who so stirred the mind of the world to better 
thooghtB in the fourteenth centmy, poored through 
the camera of prayer his poetical pictures npon the 
pa^^ of a Christian literature. So his best con- 
tribntioos for men were a result of his dose com- 
munion with Qod and his players gave his poetry 
a complexion of good that elevated to grander 
heights the moral character of men. 

John Milton 
John Hilton, England's seventeenth centmy poet, 
with all his consistencies and inoonslBtencies, ortho- 
doxes and heterodoxies gave us a literature 
permeated with pray^. "Paradise Lost" and 
" Paradise Regained " together with other literary 
gems leaped into existence from the profound 
mind of a great poet whose spiritual attitude was 
that of prayer. Thank Glod for the uiflu«ice of 
prayer on the soience, literature and art of the 
world. 

Galen 

Claudius Qalen, the Ulnstrious physdcian of 
antiquity, was a wonderful personality who im- 
pressed himself indelibly upon the history of the 
world. Living in the second century, just 125 years 
alter the cnioifizion of Christ, when sui^cal skill 
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and medical science were ia their infancy, his 
phenomenal sucoees in surgery and medicine has 
. been a puzzle to the mind of the scientist He waa 
oonverted from atheism to Christianity by the crit- 
icsal examination of a human skeleton and afterwards 
made the declaration that he would gire any one 
100 years to find a more convenient situation for 
any one member of the human body. Believing that 
QoA waa willing to give wisdom and snocess to man 
in answer to prayer, he frequently sought in eameet 
supplication, as did Solomon of old, the hdp of the 
SupematuraL His life was so blessed and bright- 
ened by the Spirit of the Great Physician that the 
whole Boman Empire looked on him with surprise 
and wonder. Uarcus Aurelius, the Boman Em- 
peror, emplc^ed him as court physician, while his 
professional skill commanded the admiration of the 
world. He was considered by the medical world as 
infallible authority for twelve centuries. That 
prayer is a benediction to a person and a profession 
has been demonstrated by historioal proof ten 
thousand different times. 

Galileo 

Galileo, the scientific wonder of three centuries 
ago, was sometimes called the chronological link 
that bound together the beautiful sesthetios of 
Michael Angelo and the wise philosophy of Isaac 
Kewton. By a strange coincidence he was bom on 
tlie day that Afifhaftl Angdo died and died llie year 
lliat Newttm was bom. "While training for a 
maak in the days of his youth he became intensely 
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religions and oonsequently discovered that secret 
of the prayer force. That which he learned in 
preparation for the monkhood, he afterwards 
ntilized in the days of his manhood and as a r^ult 
revolutionized the entire realm of scientific thought. 
He invented the thermometer, practically invented 
the telescope, actually invented the microscope and 
gave an impetus to genuine science that moved it 
with a victorious velocity along the pathway of 
right. In his advocacy of the Copemican theoiy 
of astronomy he was interpreted by the Roman 
Catholic Church as contradicting the Bible. There- 
fore he was arrested, mistreated and abused. His 
arrest and imprisonm^it did not prevent his com- 
munion with God. He believed that the Qod of 
nature was the God of the Bible and that between 
His laws in the material universe and His laws in 
Scriptural revelation there could be no contradiction. 
That a false theology might contradict a true 
science and a false science might contradict a true 
theology, but that a true science and true theology 
could never contradict each other. So he was wiser, 
holier and truer to God than his bigoted, fanatical 
and narrow-minded persecntors. His obedi^ice to ; 
the law of prayer and his faith in a Gk>d that 
answers the calls of men made him a glorious victor 
on the battle-fields of controverted science. 



"When Professor Curie announced to the world 
the discovery of radium, the schools of science 
listened with incredulity and astonishment. To 
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tiiem a material substance that constantly imparted 
energy without loss of strength was indeed a marreL 
It seemed an impossibility. How could there be 
an impartation of power without a diminution of 
strength, was a question that demanded an answer. 
But radium answered the question and a justifiable 
incredulity was converted into a scientific faith. 

Because of His infinity, God's constant impartar 
tion of power to men does not in the least degree 
diminish His omnipotent strength. His giving 
does not impoverish, His withholding does not 
enrich. He delights to share His omnipotenoy 
with men. 
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ment of the Spiritual Life. 
■imo, Clotb, net joc. 
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A careful and diligent itadT of the Scripture teaehios 
aa to the penonalilT. deitr, Bealinr. tDointliic, CDmnmnion, 
fnilta, baptian, filIiD<, emblenu and reaiatance af the Spirit. 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

WORKS BY WILLIAM BIEDERWOLF 
The White Life. A Plea foe PenoiMl Purity. 

Ne« Edition, Beviaed and Enlarged. Paper, net loc. 
The vplicatloD of the aevenlh eonunandmeot and « 
loving and earneat appeal to men. 

The Christian and Amusements 

The difficult anbject of anmienienta wotdd not be ao 
difficult were the queatjon approached in the afdrit af itiiidiii 
inqolrr in whiota thia bo<dt ia written. 
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